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THE South African Bar, consisting as it 
does of less than 900 members, must be 
one of the smallest professions in the 
country. Yet few professions have a more 
important role to play in South Africa. 
Nevertheless, we are little known. One is 
constantly surprised by the ignorance 
about the structure and function of the Bar 
among even educated and ordinarily well
informed people. To many of us there did 
not seem to be any great harm in public 
ignorance of where it was, exactly, that 
advocates fitted into the legal scheme of 
things. We were content to keep what it 
has become fashionable to call a "Iow 
profile". But over the last number of years 
it has grown more and more clear that 
public ignorance of what advocates do can 
be pernicious. It allows facile and in
herently inaccurate statements to be 
accepted at face value, such as that a 
country with both First and Third World 
elements cannot afford the lUxury of a 
divided legal profession; or that the divis
ion gives rise to duplication in legal costs 
which impedes the ordinary man's access 
to the Courts; or that it is illogical to 
disallow lawyers with the same academic 
qualifications as advocates to appear in 
the Supreme Court. There are adequate 
answers to all these statements, but they 
are better appreciated by someone well 
informed about the Bar. 

One of Consultus's most important aims 
is to make the Bar - its functions, its 
workings and its viewpoint - better known 
to the outside world. There is no doubt that 
our profession is under threat. That, by the 
way, is altogether different from saying 
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that its members' livelihood is in jeopardy. 
I have little doubt that loss of exclusive 
audience in the Supreme Court, while it will 
bring about the eventual demise of the 
Bar, is far more likely to result in financial 
advantage to the majority of advocates 
than the contrary. (That will follow in large 
measure from the inevitable concomitant 
to increased rights of audience in the Su
preme Court, namely abrogation of the 
present ethical rule preventing counsel 
from accepting work direct from the client). 
But the Bar as we know it, which forms a 
corner-stone of the excellence of our pre
sent judicial system, will disappear. If that 
can be prevented by leading a less clois

tered existence, by revealing ourselves to 
the gaze of the general public and by 
allowing the airing in these pages of all 
shades of opinion on matters of both pub
lic and legal contention, then the time, 
effort and expense in launching this journal 
will already have been amply rewarded. 

Maar daar is 'n ander belangrike oog
merk met hierdie blad. Dit is self~ennis. Uit 
die aard van ons werk - die feit dat ons so 
dikwels teen en met mekaar in die howe 
optree - kom ons seker meer met mekaar 
in aanraking as lede van haas enige ander 
beroep. Maar die samestellende balies van 
die Algemene Balieraad weerspieel die
selfde ryke verskeidenheid van mense en 
van denkrigtings as ons land self. Ons het 
behoefte daaraan om onderling oor provin
siale, taal- en rassegrense heen meer kon
tak te he; om meer te weet van wat ons 
kollegas elders van probleme dink wat ons 
almal met mekaar gemeen het; en om 
meer gesprekvoering aan te moedig. In 
onkunde van mekaar se standpunte le die 
potensiaal, binne die beroep net soos met 
die beroep en die buitewereld, vir misver
stand en die nadele wat daaruit voortvloei. 
Dit le op die weg van Consultus om ook 
sulke diepere kennis van mekaar te be
vorder. 

As Consultus slegs ten dele beantwoord 
aan die doelstellings wat sy skepping ten 
grondslag le sal sy invloed heilsaam wees, 
nie net vir ons beroep nie maar vir die 
standaard van die regspleging in ons land. 
Dit sal nie vanself gebeur nie. Ons sal 
almal skouer aan die wiel moet sit. Ek glo 
ons sal. 0 
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