
©@ITU©M~~M©

welcomed 

Mr Keith Wilson 
President of the Association of Law 
Societies of South Africa. 

I AM grateful to be given this opportunity of formally 
conveying to the Bar the good wishes and congratulations of 
the Association of Law Societies on the birth of Consultus. I 
have no doubt at all that a publication which will mainly be 
devoted to airing and furthering the concerns of advocates is 
as necessary as our own De Rebus has proved to be for the 
attorneys' profession. Indeed, the progress made by De 
Rebus in informing not only our own members but the public 
at large about a wide variety of our activities has been the 
single most potent factor in breaking down the mystique 
which for too long has operated as a barrier between our 
profession and the society it seeks to serve. Consultus will 
surely fulfil the same purpose and will also provide an 
additional forum for the ventilation of views by members of all 
branches of the legal profession. I hope, in particular, that 
space will be made available in each of our journals for 
regular contributions by spokesmen from the other profes
sion. 

It is becoming of increasing importance that in matters 
affecting their common interests advocates and attorneys 
should, when it is appropriate to do so, speak with a single 
voice. Separate official mouthpieces ought to facilitate the 
achievement of this aim and will certainly heighten our 
awareness of the negative consequences to the whole legal 

profession of any failure to do so. Lawyers all over the free 
world are having to accommodate themselves to the pres
sures of social change, and the South African profession is 
no exception. Some adaptations are already faits accomplis; 
for example the need for greater specialisation has already 
changed the face of many attorneys' practices. In those 
countries, like our own, which still retain the system of a 
divided bar it is the attorney or solicitor that in the nature of 
things has to bear the brunt of these winds of change. But 
the advocates or barristers will not be able to shelter 
indefinitely in our lee; inevitably as change overtakes the 
attorney so the structures of the whole profession will be put 
under strain. While addressing the task of how best to serve 
the public interest, both branches of the profession must at 
the same time ensure that they retain as their central 
objective what will always remain essential to the · pub!ic 
interest, namely the preservation of professional indepen
dence and integrity. 

The profession is fortunate indeed that the Bar has given 
itself the means, through the pages of Consultus, of playing a 
much more active role in the current debate about the future 
of our profession and in so doing of reaching a much wider 
audience than was hitherto possible. Floreat Consultus! 0 
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