
Bob Lewin 

* Herb McKenzie, se and 

IN a prominent place in the Common Room of the 
Cape Bar is a photograph of Van Zijl JP (as he then 
was), Sir de Villiers Graaff and Bob Lewin. The caption 
reads "Celebration of Lewin's Golden Jubilee at the 
Cape Bar 1928-1978". On that occasion Bob Lewin 
was granted the unique honour of Honorary Life Mem
bership of the Cape Bar. It was on 22 February 1928 
that Robert Lewin was admitted to the Bar in Cape 
Town and he commenced practice on the same day. 
Now, sixty years later, Uncle Bob, as he is affection
ately known, continues to practise and to exercise a 
considerable influence at the Bar. Many a junior has 
benefited from the outwardly gruff piece of advice 
offered. Others, careless of the standard of dress of an 
older generation, have been asked whether they have 
pawned their jackets. 

* Herb McKenzie was captured with Uncle Bob in the war. 
* * John Foxcroft is Uncle Bob's "neighbour in chambers". 

* * John Foxcroft, se 

When Bob started his practice Gardiner was Judge 
President and the leaders of the Cape Bar were Uping
ton, Mars, Buchanan, Ingram, Howes, Centlivres and 
R P Davis, and when one pages through the 1928 
volume of the Cape Provincial Division Reports, the 
names of Hockly, Herbstein and Graeme Duncan are 
much in evidence among the juniors. 

Bob has often talked about the Cape Bar of those 
days. The Bar was not housed in one building but was 
spread out over a wide area with the result that the Bar 
Common Room was a far more frequented and conviv
ial place than it is today. The Bar Junior had a difficult 
task tramping from building to building to collect dues. 
Mars would boast that if he was not on one side of 
every case in Court he would be on the other. Beau 
Upington, his frequent opponent, in addition to being 
the consummate advocate, was no mean Latin scholar. 
Bob remembers that on one occasion when he was 
Beau's junior, he offered a translation to the great man 
for consideration. The scornful retort was that "we 
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don't use translations", but when Bob pointed out that 
the translator agreed with Upington on the meaning of 
a particular passage the response was "Well, we'll use 
it then " . 

Bob had built up a good junior practice when he felt 
his duty lay elsewhere. In the middle of 1940, after the 
German victories in France, many young (and not so 
young) men, sympathetic to the Allied cause, wanted 
to be "where the action was" and to be there quickly. 
In Cape Town it was generally known that the 2nd 
Anti-Aircraft Brigade (later known as the 2nd Light 
Anti-Aircraft Regiment) would be one of the first units 
to leave for the North, and Bob duly became a gunner. 
(It is interesting to note that two of Bob's co-gunners in 
the regiment were destined to become judges on the 
Cape Bench - Martin Theron and Harry Berman.) 

After taking part in the victorious East African cam
paign in which South Africans played a major role and 
after many weary months in the Western Desert Bob, 
together with most of his unit, was captured. He was 
taken prisoner at El Adem (not Tobruk, as he is always 
quick to point out) and in due course was taken to Italy. 
Bob helped maintain morale "in the bag" by giving law 
lectures and after the capitulation of Italy in September 
1943 he escaped from a moving train on the way to 
Germany. For a year he lived with Italian partisans, 
moving from village to village and learning to speak 
fluent Italian. Eventually he made his way back to his 
own lines and returned home and, after the war ended, 
to his practice. Bob keeps in touch with his many army 
friends and has helped organise many regimental 
reunions. 

INSULTS 
Slime by any other name 

T HE framers of the Bill of Rights surely had loftier 
disputes in mind. But last week a federal judge in 
Denver invoked the First Amendment guarantee of free 
speech in ruling that calling someone a "sleaze bag" 
who "slimed up from the bayou" does not constitute 
slander. When Football Coach Darrel ("Mouse") Davis 
used those words to describe Sports Agent J Harrison 
Henderson Ill, he was free to express his opinion, 
according to Judge Jim Carrigan. The judge dismissed 
a suit for at least $12 million in damages that Hender-
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Bob still enjoys the Bar immensely and still practises 
and acts as assessor. In the administration of justice in 
South Africa the role of the assessor is not always fully 
appreCiated. The Cape Bar has always provided out
standing assessors and one thinks of men such as Bill 
Schreiner, Douglas Buchanan, Harry Scholtz (who was 
a battery commander in Bob's unit) and more recently 
Gert Steyl and Waiter Stanford. Undoubtedly Bob 
Lewin is among the great assessors and there has not 
been a judge (or acting judge) of the Cape Bench in the 
last thirty years who has not benefited from his sup
port. He has a quick eye for the shifty witness and what 
is known within the profession as a "good nose". 
Being no respecter of persons he is also quick to make 
plain his attitude to cant or hypocrisy. 

At home, Bob has created a beautiful garden near 
the Clovelly Golf Course. He and his friend of many 
years, Jack Watermeyer, built a series of retaining 
stone walls and Bob's roses and proteas are a by
word. For many years this house and garden have 
been a second home for very many people. 

Bob is interested in all sport but his special interest is 
in golf. He still walks on the golf course which he helped 
to build. As an expert on grass his services were much 
in demand and he supervised the greens for many 
years. On the administrative side of golf, Bob rose to 
become Chairman of the Western Province Golf Union, 
but modestly says he was never better than a five 
handicap player. 

The Cape Bar is justly proud to have Uncle Bob as a 
member. 

o 

son had filed against Davis and two newspapers that 
printed the remark. 

"Mere name-calling is not actionable as a matter of 
law," argued the defense attorneys. Indeed, the judge 
suggested, it can be refreshing. "Creativity in the art of 
abusive epithet has all but disappeared," he stated. "It 
is all too rare today to hear the clear, clean ring of a 
really original insult." 

Reprinted by permission from TIME. 
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