
the Law (Juta & Co Ltd 1986) 118. 
4 	 The abbreviation "PC" is used in this 

text to refer to a computer which can 
be accommodated on a desk ie a per
sonal computer. In computer parlance 
PC refers to the first 8086 and 8088 
computers popularised by Interna
tional Business Machines. later gen
eration computers such as the 80286 
personal computer family are com
monly known as the AT and the more 
recent and even more powerful per
sonal computers belonging to the 
80386 family are simply known as the 
386. An 80486 microchip is presently 
under development. 

5 	 In computer parlance hardware refers 
to the components which are perma
nently assembled into the system. 
Software refers to the information 
which is fed into the computer. This is 
normally either instructions or data. 
Instructions tell the hardware what to 
do, and control the system to handle 
the data in the desired manner. Data is 
the raw material of number and facts 
which represents information for the 
program. 

6 	 Paging through any recent copy of DE 
REBUS, the S A attorneys' journal, will 
show an abundance of advertisements 
for legal computer packages and ad
vertisements by companies specialis
ing in "legal computer systems". 

7 	Short for Compact Disk-Read Only 
Memory. 

8 	 Jutastat (Pty) Ltd is a joint venture by 
Juta & Co Ltd and Compustat (Pty) Ltd. 

9 Also called a Fixed Disk. 
10 	All information stored in the memory 

of a computer consists of a series of 1's 
and O's (on's and off's). This is called 
binary code or machine language. 
Most PC's in use in the world today are 
8 bit systems although 16 and 32 bit 
systems are available _and catching up 

with the rest of the field. This means 
that one computer word (byte) is 8 bits 
long and all memory words are 8 bits 
long. Each byte represents one charac
ter which may be an alphabetical 
letter, a punctuation mark, command 
or even an open space. 
8 bits = 1 byte, 1 000 bytes = 1 kilobyte 
(K), 1 000 000 bytes or 1 000 K = 1 
megabyte (Mb). 

11 See footnote 10 supra. 
12 	One could, for example, instruct the 

computer to search for the word locus 
standi in iudicio and it will find every 
reference to those words wherever 
they were used in any volume, for 
example, of the SAlR. One could also, 
to reduce the number of references, 
couple the word with any other word 
or string of words. One would thus be 
able to request the computer to 
search not only for the words locus 
standi in iudicio but also for the words 
married woman. It would then find all 
cases which refer to both those strings. 
This, which probably would take a 
team of human researchers months to 
accomplish, will all be accomplished in 
a few minutes or even seconds. The 
saving of man-hours is self-evident. 

13 	Jutastat presents Tax Library and South 
African Statutes on Compact Disc in
formation bulletin issued January/Fe
bruary 1989. 

14 Such as a printer and software. 
15 	Many will argue that this is also possi

ble by merely keeping copies of all 
your opinions, heads of argument, etc, 
but this loses sight of the fact that 
these copies will have to be re-dicta
ted and retyped. 

16 	See RONAlD NORMAN VAN DER 
WESTHUIZEN NO v THE UNITED DE
MOCRATIC FRONT, unreported, Ap
pellate Division case number 483/87 
(30 November 1988) 22 - 23. In this 

matter counsel's heads of argument 
comprised 85 pages but the Court 
allowed only 20 pages for taxing pur
poses. 

17 	Fax card prices start at approximately 
R 1 500,00 compared to the cost of 
even the cheapest fax machines. 

18 	A modem is a device which enables a 
computer to exchange information 
with another computer by using tele
phone lines. Prices range from about 
R500,OO upwards. 

19 	Beltel is a system introduced and run 
by the Department of Posts and Tele
communication. By simply dialling the 
Beltel number on their computer's 
modem, subscribers get direct access 
to the memory banks of Beltel's cen
tral computer and others, such as 
banks, hotels, reservation agencies, 
etc, linked to it. 

20 	Each Compact Disk weighs only 20 
grams. 

21 	 At present the purchase price of a 
good PC, laser printer and CD-ROM 
drive (the basic necessary computer 
hardware) should be in the region of 
R15 000,00. The price of software is 
difficult to predict but at present the 
cost of the South African statutes on 
Compact Disk (which includes both 
the English and Afrikaans texts of all 
the post-1947 statutes as well as the 
Rules of Court and the Emergency 
Regulations) is R2 500,00 and the tax 
cases and legislation (which includes 
the Margo report and the Govern
ment's white paper on tax) also R2 
500,00. The software necessarr to sup
port the CD-ROM driver wil cost an 
additional R 1 500,00. Monthly sub
scription rates will be levied to cover 
the costs of complete updates which 
will be supplied every three months in 
the form of replacement discs. 

• 

Visit by members of the French Bar 
In February 1989 the General Coun
cil of the Bar was honoured by the 
visit of four leading members of the 
Paris Bar, Batonnier Philippe Lafarge 
who is the leader of the Paris Bar, Mr 
Laurin, Mr Sanglade and Mr Paul 
Nemo. Mr Nemo represented the 
French Bar at the first conference of 
the Bar in Cape Town in April 1988. 
Our visitors met and were entertain
ed by members of the Johannesburg, 
Pretoria, Orange Free State and Cape 
Bars during their week long visit to 
South Africa. They were also the 
guests of the Chief Justice, the Ho
nourable M M Corbett, in Bloem
fontein and met some of the judges 
of the Appellate Division. From all 
accounts their visit was an 
overwhelming success and has hel
ped to cement the good relations 
which the General Council of the Bar 
enjoys with the Paris Bar. 

L to R: Y Laurin; R H Zulman SC, Chairman - General Council of the Bar ofSA; P Nemo; 
- R H Zulman se P Lafarge, Batonnier de I'Ordre des A vocats; P Sangla de. 
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