
Pass law 
He believes that: According to Mr Hudson: To end on a I ighter note, reference to 

, ... we face a dilution of expertise the following report which appeared in 

in higher court advocacy, elaborate 
proposals for conveyancing which 

'On any interpretation, the cutting 
edge of most of the original 

The Independent, might not be inap
propriate: -

jeopard ise the service given by the 
many smaller firms of solicitors and 
the prospect of effective legal ser
vices becoming more and more 
something provided for big clients 
by big organisations. Perhaps those 
organisations should be eligible for 
Silk. What price Clifford Chance 
QC?' 

proposals has been considerably 
blunted, with many restricted prac
tices only being removed in prin
ciple where it was originally 
proposed to remove them in fact. If 
it were necessary to single out the 
most radical departure from the 
Green Paper, it would be the trans
formation of the Lord Chancellor's 

'The Lord Chancellor has been pay
ing informal and unannounced visits 
to Crown Courts around the country. 

On presenting himself at the judges' 
entrance to Wood Green Crown 
Court, North London recently, he 
was refused entry by the security
conscious court official. 

Richard Hudson in an article in the 
same Journal puts the matter more 
simply:

Committee into an Advisory rather 
than a Regulatory body, although 
the Law Society, the Bar, the judges 
and the Lord Chancellor himself will 

The Lord Chancellor felt obliged to 
point out to him that he was Lord 
MacKay of Clashfern . "I don't care 
which firm you are from," the door

'Green Paper panic has given way to all be required by statute to have man replied, "you can't come in 
White Paper relief .' regard to its advice.' here without a pass." , • 

Ex-South African elevated to Bench 


The Honourable David Ipp (photo) was appointed a Judge of the Supreme Court 
of Western Australia with effect from 31 July 1989 - the first ex-South African 
ever to be appointed to this position in that State. 

David, who obtained his B Comm LLB-degrees at Stellenbosch University, was 
admitted as an advocate of the Cape Provincial Division on 4 April 1973 and 
joined the Cape Bar on that date, where he remained until 1981 when he left 
South Africa for Western Australia. He practised there as a barrister and solici
tor and later joined the Independent Bar of Western Australia. He was appoint
ed Queen's Counsel in December 1985. 

• 
Ceremonial matters 
I have had access to a transcript of proceedings entitled 'Welcome to his Honour, Mr Justice Ipp.' 
, It appears that a special ceremony is held in Western Australia to welcome a newly appointed judge to the bench. 

During the proceedings Ipp J sat on the bench together with the Chief Justice (and perhaps also other judges). The 
Chief Justice, the Solicitor General, a representative of the Law Society and a representative of the Western Aus
tralian Bar Association made speeches and in conclusion Ipp J replied fittingly. 

The reason for appending these remarks is that I wish to pose a few questions: haven't we in South Africa become 
rather too informal about these matters? Should a bit of pomp and ceremony not be built into our system? Haven't 
we become a rather dreary lot - worrying only about constitutional matters, labour laws, inflation, and so forth? 
I suggest that at the next meeting of the Ministry of Justice and the Judiciary (Chief Justice and Judges-President) 
the following should inter alia appear on the agenda: 

• Ceremonial matters concerning the judiciary. 
Editor 
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