
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The following press statement issued by the General Coun
cil of the Bar of South Africa at the conclusion of its an
nual general meeting held in Cape Town is published for 
general information: 

1. 	 On Friday and Saturday, 21 and 22 July 1989, the 
General Council of the Bar of South Africa (GCB) 
held its 44th annual general meeting in Cape Town. 

2. 	 The meeting was attended by 323 advocates 
representing over 1 000 practising advocates in South 
Afrca, as well as representatives of the Bars in neigh
bouring States. 

3. 	 The meeting considered a variety of matters affect
ing the administration of justice in South Africa and 
the role played by advocates therein. Amongst the 
numerous important matters discussed were the 
death penalty in South Africa, the system of crimi
nal defences undertaken by advocates in capital 
cases (the pro Deo system), proposals to improve ac
cess to justice, the recent report of the South Afri 
can Law Commission on "Group and Human Rights", 
the remuneration for judges, and the holding of a se
cond National Bar Conf.erence. 

4. 	 With regard to the death penalty, it was unanimous
ly resolved to request the South African Law Com
mission to investigate, as a matter of urgency, all 
aspects of this form of punishment in South Africa, 
including the desirability or modification thereof. 

5. 	 It was further unanimously agreed that the GCB 
would investigate improvements in the present pro 
Deo system and would press for its reform by requir
ing it to be administered by the Legal Aid Board, as 
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well as by requiring the appointment of attorneys in 
all such cases to assist advocates who at present have 
no such a system. The meeting discussed the adop
tion of other measures designed to improve the ef
fectiveness of defences in such cases. 

6. 	 The GCB noted with concern the general lack of 
funds provided by the state for legal assistance in 
deserving cases and in particular the recent cut-back 
in funding for criminal and civil appeals and in in
dustrial court disputes. 

7. 	 The GCB resolved to continue to explore means, con
sistent with maintaining high standards, in the ad
ministration of justice of rendering easier and less 
costly access to the courts for all citizens. 

8. 	 As regard the recent report of the SA Law Commis
sion on "Group and Human Rights" the GCB wel
comed the report, and expressed itself to be 
unanimously in favour of a Bill of Rights for South 
Africa as the best means of ensuring the establish
ment and the promotion of the Rule of Law in this 
country. The GCB further resolved to encourage in
dividual advocates and Bar Councils to submit con
tributions and representations to the Commission in 
respect of a Bill of Rights prior to the closing date 
of the 31 st August 1989, provided for in the report. 

9. 	 The GCB welcomed the recently announced im
provements in the remuneration of judges. 

10. 	 It was further decided to organise a second Nation
al Bar Conference, possibly in Durban during 1991 . 

11. 	 Adv Milton Seligson SC, of the Cape Bar was elect
ed chairman of the GCB in succession to Adv Ralph 
Zulman SC of Johannesburg. Adv Keith McCall SC, 
of the Natal Bar was elected vice-chairman. • 
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