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I had the honour to represent the General Council of the 
Bar of South Africa at the annual council meeting of the 
International Bar Association held in Helsinki, Finland and 
Stockholm, Sweden from 8 - 10 June 1989. Approximately 
50 members of the I BA representing some 30 countries at
tended the meeting. Roger Cleaver representing the As
sociation of Law Societies of South Africa also attended 
the meeting as did Ed Southey who is a member of one 
of the Standing Committees of the I BA. 

Welcoming address 

The proceedings commenced on Friday, 9 June 1989 with 
a welcoming address by the chairman of the Finnish Bar 
Association who gave a brief history of the Bar in Finland . 
This Bar Association was only establ ished in 1959. It is in
teresting to note that persons are not required to have any 
special qualifications to practise as lawyers in Finland . 
However, it is only members of the Finnish Bar Associa
tion who are entitled to use the title 'advocate' . The As
sociation has approximately 920 members who are in 
active practice in Finland . 

A roll call was then taken of all persons present. No ob
jection at all was made to the presence of South Africans 
at the meeting and indeed we rece!ved a very cordial wel
come from all concerned . 

Interest in Namibia Bar 

The vice-chairman of the I BA, Mr Bisconti, reported on 
a ' twining' or co-operation project which the I BA had in
itiated between developed Bars and Bars in developing 
countries. A full report was' given of such project which 
was embarked upon between the Norwegian Bar and the 
Bar of Nepal. In informal discussions Mr Hans-Jurgen Rabe 
of Germany indicated to me that the German Bar would 
be interested in engaging in such a project with the 
Namibia Bar and requested that I put him in contact with 
the chairman of the Namibian Bar about the matter. I have 
done this . 

The Green Papers 

Mr John Young who is the vice-chairman of the General 
Practices Committee of the I BA and the I BA Counsellor 
for the Law Society of England and Wales delivered a short 
paper dealing with the proposals contained in the three 
Green Papers recently presented in England regarding 
proposals for changes in the legal profession in England 

and Wales. The talk was a most interesting one. It was fol 
lowed by a general discussion concerning particularly the 
question of fusion . Mr Young indicated that he thought 
that the English Bar had overreacted to the matter and 
that the solicitors' profession had taken a 'more balanced 
view'. He indicated that he believed that the Green Papers 
sought to reconcile two conflicting philosophies, namely 
a legal profession which should be open to all with free
dom of competition and an assurance of high standards 
and competence as well as independence. The Australian 
representative (Mahla Pearlman) indicated that a commis
sion had recently been app~inted in Australia to inves
tigate what was termed the 'cost of Justice'. 

The main council meeting was adjourned at approxi
mately 17:00 and members then met in various sub
committees to which they had been appointed. 

Activities of IBA 

The particular sub-committee to which I was appointed 
is the Committee for Improvement of Association 
Programmes and Committee Activities. The meeting was 
presided over by Mr Bisconti. Amongst those who attend
ed the meeting was Mr Ross Harper of Scotland and Mr 
Karel van Alsony of Belgium. A general discussion took 
place in this sub-committee concerning, inter alia, the 
programmes of the I BA and the need to keep members 
fully informed of the activities of the I BA. In addition vari
ous suggestions were made in regard to the question of 
involving other bodies with whom lawyers are concerned 
in the affairs of the I BA, such as international accounting 
bodies and engineering associations. The chairman of the 
I BA, Mr Reece Smith, participated briefly in the discus
sions of the sub-committee. Mr Bisconti undertook to pre
pare a detailed minute of the discussions and to forward 
it to all members of the sub-committee in .due course. 

The Executive Council meeting resumed at approximate
ly 10:00 on Saturday morning 10 June 1989 aboard a luxu
ry liner, the Silva Regua, which was then anchored in 
Helsinki harbour. The ship sailed at 18:00 for Stockholm, 
arriving there the next morning where we were entertained 
by the Swedish Bar. 

Nairobi Conference 

The Kenyan delegates who were present at the Council 
meeting outlined progress which had been made to date 
regarding the next biennial conference of the I BA which 
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is to take place in Nairobi in September 1990. The theme 
of the conference is Human Rights. Former president Jim
my Carter was approached to deliver the keynote address 
but recently advised that he would not be available to do 
so. It was made clear by the Kenyan delegates that all 
members of the I BA of good standing would be welcome 
in Nairobi. Specific mention was made of the position of 
South African members and an informal assurance was 
given that as far as the lawyers of Kenya were concerned 
they would make every effort to ensure that visas were 
granted. I do not believe that there is much that can be 
done about this aspect of the matter at this stage and am 
of the firm view that the GCB should make every effort 
to be represented at the Nairobi Conference and that mem
bers of the Bar generally should be encouraged to attend. 

Puerto Ri(:o 

A debate then took place about an application made by 
the Puerto Rico Bar Association for membership of the 
I BA. One of the American representatives (Mark J oelson) 
raised the point as to whether there could be separate 
representation on the IBA by Puerto Rico which was in 
fact part of the United States. The matter was left open. 
Discussion then took place concerning arrears owed by 
certain member bodies such as Syria and the question of 
recovering arrear payments. 

International Insolvency Code 

Mr John Barrett, the chairman of one of the IBA commit
tees dealing with insolvency, referred to an International 
Insolvency Code which had been prepared by his commit
tee and which was to be approved by the I BA. 

Scholarships 

Mention was made of scholarships which were to be made 
available to enable persons to attend the Nairobi Confer
ence who are not in a financial position to do so. 

Venue of 1992 Conference 

A vote was taken regarding the venue of the 1992 Bien
nial Conference. Bya majority vote Melbourne, Australia 
was chosen in preference to Vancouver, Canada. I cast 
the vote of the GCB in favour of Melbourne, having heard 
motivated argument from the Australian representative 
who happened to be sitting next to me at the meeting and 
who is extremely well disposed towards South Africa (Mah
la Pearl man). The present secretary-general of the I BA, 
Tony Smith, who is also an Australian, also spoke in favour 
of Melbourne as a venue. He is also very well disposed 
towards South Africa. 

Human Rights in SA 

Mr Roger Cleaver then addressed the meeting and drew 
the attention of the meeting to the recent report issued 
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by the South African Law Commission under the chairman
ship of Olivier J dealing with Group and Human Rights. 
He indicated that the report was a most welcome one. I 
also addressed the meeting and indicated that the GCB 
had set up a special sub-committee to report on the Bill 
and that it was hoped to receive a full report from this 
body. I obtained the distinct impression from those present 
that the report was considered to be a particularly wel
come event in South Africa. 

Continued presence invaluable 

I reiterate that both Roger Cleaver and I were made most 
welcome by the delegates at the meeting and there were 
no signs of any hostility towards South Africa. Once again 
the opportunity to meet with colleagues from all over the 
world was invaluable. I found the experience most reward
ing. I have no doubt that the continued presence of 
representatives of the GCB at meetings of the IBA is in
valuable to the welfare of the Bar in South Africa even 
if it is not possible to quantify such value in precise terms. 
I am pursuing efforts to attempt to obtain a deduction 
from income tax of the costs of persons who attend IBA 
meetings and hope to be able to report favourably thereon. 

Leningrad Conference 

In conclusion I should mention that Mr Cleaver, Mr Mac
Robert and I had hoped to attend an I BA sponsored con
ference which took place in Leningrad between 4 and 7 
June 1989. Although we were assured by the secretariat 
of the IBA that our applications for visas would be 
favourably considered, no response to our visa applica
tions was obtained in time to enable us to make the trip. 
I do not know whether the reason for this was politically 
motivated or simply attributable to an administrative de
lay, although we applied for the visas in question in good 
time before the conference. I do not believe that any use
ful purpose would be served in taking the matter further 
with the IBA who made every effort to obtain the visas 
for us. All of the I BA delegates who attended the Lenin
grad Conference and who were at the Helsinki Conference 
indicated to me in informal discussions that they very 
much regretted the fact that the 'South Africans' were not 
present. Apparently the conference was a successful one 
and was attended by some 60-odd foreign persons. 

Visits to SA 

As I indicated above the next biennial meeting of the I BA 
is scheduled to take place in Nairobi in 1990. A number 
of the delegates to the Helsinki Conference, who propose 
attending the Nairobi Conference: indicated to me in in
formal discussions that they propose to visit South Africa 
either immediately before the Nairobi Conference or there
after. I believe that the GCB should take advantage of 
these visits and arrange to meet with these persons when 
they are in South Africa. • 

91 


