
Vyf lede van die Vrystaatse Vereniging van Advokate in gesellige luim tydens die jaarlikse afsluit
geselligheid van die Vereniging. Hulle is van links na regs: Paul Heymans, Johan Daffue, Chris 

Edeling, Peet van Rooyen en Jimmy Claasen 

Aan die einde van Maart 1990 ver
skuif die kantore van die Vereniging 
na meer as tienjaar vanafdie Bloem
fontein Klub-gebou na 'n nuwe 
gebou in Fonteinstraat, Bloemfon
tein, wat gelet~ is reg oorkant die 
V rystaatse Hooggeregshof. 

New Silks 
The past few months have seen a 
number of significant events at the 
Natal Bar. Pride of place goes to the 
appointment of three of our mem
bers, Brian Acker, Ian Chadwick and 
Lewis Skweyiya as silks on 11 lan Chadwick 
November 1989. 

Brian Acker 

Whilst it is invidious to single out 
any person it is noteworthy that 
Skeyiya SC is the first Black advocate 
to achieve the distinction of silk. He 
attended primary school in the 
Western Cape, high school at Heald
town Institution in the Eastern Cape 
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Lewis Skweyiya 

and obtained his BSc and LLB 
degrees at the University of Natal 
where he was a member of the SRC 
from 1963-64. He was admitted as an 
advocate in 1970, practised as an 
advocate in Lesotho in 1974 and was 
a member of the Natal Bar Council 

from 1980-82. He is the Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of Sached 
Trust, trustee of the Legal Resources 
Centre, the Black Lawyers Associ
ation and the Legal Education Centre. 
He is also a member of the Editorial 
Board of the SA Journal on Human 
Rights. In 1986 he was part-time lec
turer at Howard College Law School 
and from September till December 
1988 he was visiting scholar of Colum
bia University Law School in New 
York. 

Changes on Bench 
There have also been changes - albeit 
temporary - on the Natal Bench. Mr 
Justice JJ Kriek has moved to Kim
berley where he will act as J udge
President ofthe Northern Cape Divi
sion and MrJustice PM Nienaber is 
to be acting in the Appellate Division 
for the first six months of 1990. 

These acting appointments unfor
tunately exacerbate the need for calls 
to be made on our members to sit as 
actingjudges. Gordon SC and Levi
sohn SC sat in that capacity during 
the latter half of 1989 and Combrinck 
SC, Hurt SC, Levisohn SC, Magid 
SC, McCall SC, McLaren SC and 
Wallis SC will all be acting during the 
first half of this year. 

Meeting with attorneys 
The Natal Bar continues to meet on 
a regular basis with the Natal Law 
Society and the Attorney-General 
with a view to discussing matters of 
mutual interest. These meetings have 
been most fruitful and it has been 
possible to reach agreement on a 
number of thorny issues. As an 
example new rules have been formu
lated dealing with the circumstances 
in which a fee on brief is to be charged 
and the basis for assessing the amount 
of such a fee. The attorneys have also 
agreed to publish in their Black Book 
for the information of their members 
those rules of the Society ofAdvocates 
which govern the relationship bet
ween the two branches of the profes
sion. We hope this will lead to greater 
understanding between the two 
branches of the profession and com
mend the system of regular meetings 
to other Bars. 

GCB Conference 
On a lighter and more long-term note 
Durban will be hosting a conference 
of the GCB in July 1991. Prep
arations are well underway and dele
gates can be sure of both an interest
ing conference and a great time cul
minating in a tent at the DurbanJuly 
and a dinner-dance that evening. 
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Make a note to be in Durban from 
the 4th to the 6th July 1991. 

Skommelinge op die Regbank 
V oormalige Regter-president 
van Rhyn het op 15 Desember 1989, 
na 22 jaar op die Regbank, die tuig 
neergele. 

Die N oord-Kaapse Balie het 
tydens sy jaarlikse dinee op 14 
Desember 1989, van Regter Van 
Rhyn afskeid geneem en op 15 
Desember het Regter Steenkamp in 
die Mosiehof, namens sy amps
broers, en Lacock SC, namens die 
Noord-Kaapse Vereniging van 
Advokate, en mnr Peter Horn, 
namens Sirkel 16 van die Wets
genootskap van die Kaap die Goeie 
Hoop, ook van Regter Van Rhyn 
afskeid geneem. 

Regter JJ Kriek neem tans vir 'n 
tydperk van ses maande waar as 
Regter-president en RG Comrie SC 
neem vir die eerste kwartaal in die 
Noord-Kaapse Afdeling van die 
Hooggeregshof waar. 

Senior status 
Hennie Lacock is gedurende Novem
ber 1989 tot senior status verhef. 

Hennie Lacock se oorhandig 'n afskeids
geskenkie van die Balie aan Sy Edele Regter

President Van Rhyn 

Nuwe lede 
CJS M611er van die Vrystaatse Balie 
het op 1 Augustus 1989 by die 
Noord-Kaapse Balie aangesluit. 

Abraham Janse van Vuuren het 
tydens die afgelope Balie-eksamen so 
goed in die skriftelike eksamen 
geslaag dat hy deur die Eksamenraad 
van die mondelinge gedeelte van die 
eksamen vrygestel is. Hy praktiseer 
derhalwe alreeds vanaf 1 Desember 
1989 aan hierdie Balie. 

Nuwe pupil 
Tans isJohan Olivier, wat as senior 
staatsadvokaat in die plaaslike kan
toor van die Prokureur-generaal 

diens gedoen het, besig met sy pupil
skap aan hierdie Balie. 

Adv Stoffel de Jager 

Eerste burger 
Stoffel de J ager van hierdie Balie 
is in September 1989 tot Burge
meester van Kimberley verkies - die 
tweede keer dat die eer om tot eerste 
burger van die Diamantstad verkies 
te word, horn te beurt val. H y was 
ook voorheen Burgemeester van 
Evander. 

New pupil members 
There are at present five new pupil 
members at the Port Elizabeth Bar, 
which is the largest number of pupils 
at anyone particular time. Two of 
these pupils are women, increasing 
the number of women members to 
three. 

Nuwe lede 
Mev Grobbelaar het in Oktober 1989 
by hierdie Balie aangesluit nadat sy 
vir ongeveer 18 maande in Pretoria 
gepraktiseer het. Mevrou Grobbelaar 
is die eerste vrou in 'n lang tyd wat 
by hierdie Balie gepraktiseer het. 

Acting appointments 
N epgen SC was appointed to the 
Bench in an acting capacity from 19 
October 1989 to 15 December 1989. 

Liebenberg SC returned to the 
Port Elizabeth Bar in October 1989 
after one year in Ciskei. He was 
appointed to the Bench in an acting 
capacity from 15 October 1988 to 
February 1989, and again from 1 
April 1989 to 15 October 1989. 

Sport 
On 6 December 1989 the members of 
the Grahamstown Bar challenged 
members of the local Side Bar in an 
annual cricket match. After an enjoy
able day of cricket and a braai the Bar 
emerged victorious, winning by 121 
runs. Star player for the Bar side was 
Ford with a fine 103 not out. Scores: 

Bar: 215 all out. (Ford 103 not out; 
Froneman 29; Smuts 28) Side Bar: 94 
all out (Light 46). 

The Bench is presently made up as 
follows: ChiefJustice B de V Pickard 
and Judges MH Claasens and WH 
Heath. HJ Liebenberg acted as 
Judge until 15 December 1989. 

Appeal Court 
The Appeal Court Bench consists of 
Justices PJ Rabie, 0 Galgut and MA 
Diemont. 

New members 
During the past year, the Ciskei Bar 
gained two new members, SH Cole 
and KV Matthee, who have retained 
membership of the Eastern Cape 
Society of Advocates and hold dual 
chambers. Two members ceased 
practising in 1989. 

One pupil, Miss C Ree, success
fully completed her pupillage and 
passed the National Bar Examination 
in 1989. 

Bar dinner 
A successful Bar Dinner was held in 
December 1989. It was attended by 
all the members of the Bar, the 
Bench, the Attorney-General's staff 
and the Registrar. • 

Juta Prize 


Advocate V Bassermann of the 
Pretoria Bar was awarded the 
1989Juta Prize for first time con
tributions to Consultus for his arti
cle 'Justice delayed is justice 
denied: Proposed law reform' 
1989 2 Consultus 113. 
• The SA Law Commission 
meanwhile decided to launch an 
investigation into the whole ques
tion of delays in criminal cases. 
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