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Recent developments 
The International Bar Association 
(IBA) continues to consolidate its 
position as the leading international 
organisation and forum for lawyers 
world-wide. There are now 127 
national bar associations and law 
societies which belong to the IBA as 
member organisations, including the 
General Council of the Bar (GCB) 
and Association of Law Societies 
(ALS) of South Africa. Individual 
membership is approaching 14 000 
and the lawyers from Eastern Europe 
are joining in increasing numbers. 
There are at present some 160 
individual members from South 
Africa. 

The three sections of the IBA , the 
Section on Business Law (SBL), the 
Section on General Practice (SGP) 
and the Section on Energy and 
National Resources Law, are 
extremely active and hold regular 
conferences in various parts of the 
world. Through numerous commit
tees seminars are held and views are 
exchanged on a wide variety of legal 
subjects and professional problems. 

The IBA has adopted a number of 
codes and guidelines which are a dis
tillation of the wide-ranging interna
tional expertise represented at its 
conferences. Recent examples are 
standards for the Independence of the 
Legal Profession which were adopted 
by the IBA General Meeting in New 
York in September 1990, after two 
years of extensive discussion; Recom
mendations for Regulation of the 
Timeshare Industry prepared by the 
SGP Committee on Real Estate and 

the SBL Committee on Tourism and 
Travel Law (the recommendations 
have been sent to about 230 Govern
ment bodies and organisations con
cerned with the timeshare industry); 
and the Model International Insol
vency Co-operation Act (MIICA) 
drafted by the SBL Committee on 
Insolvency and Creditors' Rights (21 
country committees have been 
organised to assist in monitoring the 
implementation of MIICA). Other 
codes which are or will shortly be 
available include the IBA's Code of 
Ethics for Lawyers, Rules of Ethics 
for International Arbitrators, and 
Code of Conduct for Lawyer 
Directors. 

A new project is an IBA Judges' 
Forum under the Chairmanship of 
Judge Anthony Smith of Australia, 
a former Secretary-General of the 
IBA. The forum will hold meetings 
at forthcoming section conferences , 
including one in Montreal from 2-6 
June 1991. Among topics of rele
vance to the Judiciary to be discussed 
are the problems ofjudicial indepen
dence , how judges should be 
appointed and who should be elig
ible, and levels of pay. 

The IBA also monitors closely 
threats to the independence of the 
legal profession . It sent an observer 
to the recent trial of a prominent 
Kenyan lawyer who was charged 
with contempt. The IBA works 
actively to counter the detention 
without trial or intimidation of 
lawyers involved in human righ.ts 
cases wherever this occurs and has 
taken a strong stand on executive 

interference with the judicial process 
in various parts of the world. 

Another important area of activity 
is the promotion of programmes and 
assistance for lawyers in developing 
countries. For instance , the IBA has 
established a "twinning" pro
gramme whereby a well-established 
bar association or law society works 
in concert with its counterpart in a 
developing nation to provide projects 
of value to the latter. Almost 30 such 
" twinning" projects have already 
been launched. The IBA also hosts 
seminars for bar officials of develop
ing countries , with subject areas such 
as continuing legal education, profes
sional ethical codes and their enforce
ment, professional indemnity 
insurance and current problems. 

Biennial Conference 
in New York 
The 23rd Biennial Conference of the 
IBA was held in New York from 
19-23 September 1990. The confer
ence was switched from Nairobi, 
Kenya, as a result of unrest and steps 
taken by the Government there 
against members of the legal profes
sion. Some 2 000 lawyers and their 
guests attended the New York con
ference' ofwhom 24 were from South 
Africa. Together with the then Vice
Chairman, William de Villiers , I 
represented the GCB. The theme of 
the conference was "Law in the Serv
ice of Man" and amongst the impor
tant subjects discussed were speedy 
justice, freedom of expression and the 
defence of unpopular causes. 
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The 56 section committees 
provided a busy schedule involving 
more than 100 sessions with some 400 
speakers taking part. Among the ses
sions attended by William de Villiers 
and I were the SGP programmes on 
defending unpopular cases, the death 
penalty, skills training for lawyers, pro 
bono litigation, the cost-effectiveness 
of legal aid systems, human rights 
problems facingjudges, lawyers and 
legal associations and trends in inter
national litigation. 

In his presentation on legal aid 
William Reece Smith,Jr., the Presi
dent of the IBA, submitted that 
lawyers belonged to a learned profes
sion which had an obligation to 
render legal services to all, irrespec
tive of their ability to pay for such 
services. There could never be 
enough money anywhere to fully 
finance legal aid to the poor. Conse
quently, state-funded legal aid sys
tems should be supplemented by 
voluntary legal services for the indi
gent provided without compensation 
by the organised legal profession. Mr 
Smith pointed out that in the U.S.A. 
nearly 150 000 of that country's 
325 000 practising lawyers were 
engaged in voluntary pro bono activi
ties, providing the poor with legal 
services not available through 
government agencies. It is worth not
ing that the constituent bars of the 
GCB are currently considering the 
institution of a pro bono project 
whereby members of the bar will offer 
their services, in collaboration with 
the attorneys' profession, on a volun
tary basis free to indigent persons in 
need oflegal advice or representation 
for a set number of days each year. 

I also attended the IBA Council 
meeting in New York, together with 
the ALS's representative, Roger 
Cleaver. The Council, the governing 
body of the IBA, took an important 
decision to amend the Constitution 
to provide for the creation of a 
Management Committee to which 
the Council would delegate certain 
responsibilities for the day-to-day 
administration and management of 
the affairs of the IBA. The initial 
Management Committee will consist 
of 10 members, being the four top 
elected officials, three representatives 
from the bar associations and three 
from the sections. South Africa was 
fortunate to have Roger Cleaver, 
who has represented the ALS on the 
Council for many years, elected to 
this important committee as one of 
the three persons representing mem
ber organisations. 
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There are alo a number of semiForthcoming nars in the offing planned by all three 
sections .conferences and 

After the success of the joint
events approach by the ALS and GCB 

which will allow delegates attending
The 6th Conference of the SGP takes IBA Conferences to deduct, for 
place in Montreal, Canada, from 2-5 income tax purposes, the cost of 
June 1991 when all 23 of the section's attendance (see relevant notice else
committees meet, some in joint ses where in this issue - E), it is hoped
sion with the Quebec branch of the that many more members of the legal
Canadian Bar Association. At the profession in this country will join the 
same time the inaugural meeting of IBA and attend its meetings. I would 
the IBAJudges' Forum will be held. urge members of the Bar to avail 

The next meeting of the IBA themselves of the opportunity ofjoin
Council is also scheduled to take place ing this world-wide fraternity oflaw
during the Montreal Conference and yers and sharing in the professional 
after the SGP Conference the IBA and educational benefits it has to offer 
will hold its Second Conference for through interaction with lawyers 
World Bar Leaders on 7 June 1991 from countries around the world. 
in Montreal, the topic being "Front Membership details can be obtained 
ier Issues in Human Rights". by writing to: 

Thereafter, from 30 September - International Bar Association 
4 October 1991, the 1 Oth Conference 2 Harewood Place 
of the SBL takes place in Hong Hanover Square 
Kong. It promises a varied and London WIR 9HB 
interesting programme. ENGLAND (FAX 071-4090456) 

Post of 

Executive Director 


The General Council of the Bar ofSouth Africa (GCB) invites applications 
for the new post of Executive Director of the GCB. 

The ideal applicant should have extensive legal experience, preferably 
as an advocate, and be knowledgeable about all aspects of the legal system. 

The Executive Director will be required: 

D 	 To represent the organised Bar in its dealings with the attorneys' 
profession, other professional and public organisations of every 
kind, the Government, parliamentary and extra-parliamentary 
groups, the media and the public; 

D 	 To exhibit considerable creativity and skills in projecting the image 
of the Bar and in communicating on its behalf in both official 
langauges; 

D 	 To play an active role in furthering the aims of the Bar in the 

changing South Africa; 


D 	 To supervise the day-to-day administration of the GCB. 

This high-profile position offers a challenging and stimulating opportunity 
for a dedicated applicant with suitable qualifications and expertise. 

There will be a handsome remuneration package commensurate with the 
successful applicant's standing and experience. 

Applications, which will be treated confidentially, should include a full cur
riculum vitae and be addressed to: 

The Chairman 

General Council of the Bar of South Africa 

901 Huguenot Chambers 

Queen Victoria St 

Cape Town 8001 


The closing date for applications is 30th June 1991. 
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