
IN MEMORIAM 

MR JUSTICE ESSELEN 


The news of the death of MrJustice 
Esselen on 3 February 1992 was 
received with shock and sadness in 
the Transvaal Provincial Division 
and, no doubt, in legal circles 
around the country. 

In a traditional ceremony the 
Honourable J udge-President of the 
Transvaal, Mr Justice CF El off, 
delivered a stirring tribute and the 
Chairman of the Pretoria Bar Coun
cil, Southwood SC, replied on behalf 
of the Bar, the staffof the Attorney
General and the attorneys profes
sion. All courts stood adjourned for 
half an hour as a mark of respect. 

We make use of this opportunity 
to express our sincere condolences to 
the widow, Mrs Esselen, and next of 
kin. 

The addresses of the Honourable 
Judge-President and Mr Southwood 
are quoted in full: 

Mr Southwood 
We are gathered to pay tribute to 

the late Mr Justice Louis Leipoldt 
Esselen, who died a few days ago. 

Louis' father, with the same 
name, played an important part in 
the development of the public affairs 
of this country in the 1930's and 
1940' s. And his uncle was the well 
known Ewald Esselen, one of South 
Africa's great barristers. 

Judge Esselen had his schooling 
and university training in the Cape. 
He excelled as a sportsman, and 
represented his university on the 
rugby field on a number of momen
tous occasions. In the 1950's he 
joined the Pretoria Bar. In his prac
tise he displayed a singular devotion 
to duty. He was conscientous to a 
degree in his preparation and 
presentation of cases. At all times he 
displayed that very special integrity 
which one associates with the best 
traditions of the Bar. 

In 1974 Louis took silk. In the 
year thereafter and again in 1976 he 
acted as ajudge, and in 1977 he was 
permanently appointed. 

Judge Esselen was a man with fine 
principles. He held strong beliefs on 
what the proper approach and atti
tude of a judge should be on various 
matters, and he never waivered. He 
had qualities now thought by some 
to be old fashioned, and he consis
tently adhered to what he believed 
m. 

As a judge he was thorough and 
tireless in his efforts to find the cor
rect answer to every matter with 
which he had to deal. 

He excelled at golf. There too, he 
displayed the same intensity that 
characterised his professional life. 

Our thoughts and prayers go to 
his widow Pat, and his two children. 

Southwood se answers 
MrJ udge-President, the members of 
the Pretoria Bar, the Attorneys
General and their staffs and the 
members of the attorneys profession 
mourn the untimely passing of his 
Lordship Mr Justice Esselen. 
He commenced practising as an 
advocate at the Pretoria Bar during 
April 1952 and was granted letters 
patent during April 1974. Those of 
us who were at the Bar then and 
knew him - and there are very few 
of us left - came to recognise his 
qualities as an extremely loyal and 
sincere friend and colleague. He was 
a gentleman of the old school who 
was uncompromising about his 
values, his standards and his beliefs. 

All these qualities were demon
strated by him during his lengthy 
spell as an acting judge in this divi
sion during 1975 and 1976 and 
thereafter during the last fifteen 
years after he was appointed perma
nently. He was devoted to the serv
ice of the law and the office which he 
occupied, and we shall remember 
him for his unceasing vigilance in 
court, his enormous industry in per
forming his judicial tasks and for his 
diligence. 

Thank you Mr Judge-President. 

Thereafter: As a token of respect all 
courts will stand adjourned until 
10:30. • 
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