
Bar News 

New appointments 

Lewis Goldblatt SC and Percy 
Blieden SC were elevated to the 
Transvaal Bench with effect from 1 
August 1992. 

Acting appointments 

Karen Blum SC, Mike Hannon SC, 
Louis Serourier SC, N eels Claassen 
SC, Mike Tselentes SC, Peter Solo
mon and Stefdu Toit SC had recent 
acting appointments in 1992. 

Senior status 

Jinks Joubert, Walter Klevansky, 
Fanie du Plessis, Peter van Blerk, 
Solly van Nieuwenhuizen, Chris 
Loxton, Tony Rubens en Alex Good
man het senior status verkry sedert 
die vorige uitgawe van Consultus. 

The Johannesburg Society ofAdvocates 

After many years of practice (more 
than forty years as a silk) Willy 
Oshrey QC has given up chambers. 
He now practises from home but 
remains a member of the Society. 

George Bizos SC gave up cham
bers andjoined the Legal Resources 
Centre as full-time counsel. He 
remains a member of the Society. 

Karen Blum SC resigned as a 
member of the Societl . 

The Bar 

Lionel Weinstock SC recently 
celebrated fifty years at the Bar and 
was appropriately congratulated. 

Willem Muller SC passed away on 
27 June 1992 and Legwai Pitje passed. 
away under tragic circumstances. 

New members 

On 14 April 1992 Samuel Mufamadi 
was admitted as an advocate of the 
Supreme Court by MrJustice Laza
rus. This was an historic moment in 
that he was the first person to have 
been admitted as an advocate by the 
Witwatersrand Local Division. 

Twenty pupils passed the National 
Bar Examination and are now mem
bers of the Bar. 

IN MEMORIAM 

WILLEM MULLER se 

The sudden death of Willem Muller on 27 June 1992 came as a great 
shock to the Johannesburg Bar. 

Willem Gerhardus Muller was born in Pretoria in 1927. He matric
ulated at the Afrikaanse Hoer Seunskool, and thereafter read law at 
the University of Pretoria. The LLB degree was conferred on him in 
1949. He thereafter worked for the Department of the Interior and the 
Department ofJustice. He was articled to the State Attorney and also 
prosecuted inJohannesburg. He became the Advocate-General of the 
Defence Force. 

He was called to the Bar in Pretoria in 1952. He commenced prac
tice at theJohannesburg Bar in 1955, and took silk in May 1965. From 
1967, until his elevation to the Natal Bench on 1 February 1970, he 
held several acting appointments in the Transvaal. A tragic accident 
resulted in his retirement from the Bench in 1976. 

In 1977, the Johannesburg Bar Council permitted 13 young advo
cates to establish a set of chambers for themselves in a building adja
cent to the traditional home of the Bar. A year later, at a time when 
the child so created was still in danger of being stillborn, Willemjoined 
the Group. He soon became its chairman, which position he held unin
terruptedly for the next 13 years. 

His profound courage in adversity, his skill and frequent brilliance 
as an advocate, his passionate sense ofjustice, his unrelenting resolve 
to pursue that which he considered was right, his kindness to his charges 
beyond the call oflegitimate duty and his genuine concern for the wel
fare of others soon became manifest. 

Willem had a busy practice. This is hardly surprising, given his acu
men, meticulous attention to detail, devotion to the causes he sought 
to assert and his painstaking attitude to proper preparation. He was 
a complete jurist in every sense of the word. 

Notwithstanding the rigours associated with his practice, Willem 
nonetheless made time for all. No person, whether it be members of 
staff or of the Group, was turned away. He saw us all, not by way of 
symbolic gesture accompanied by some degree of impatience, but in 
the genuine desire to assist, and to do so meaningfully. Many a problem, 
whether professional or personal, was resolved because ofWillem's wise 
counsel. 

Willem never complained. 

His uncompromising integrity and honesty were perhaps traits which 
most influenced my career. He was gracious in his praise. He was con
structive, yet always gentle, in his criticism. The seeds of many a suc
cessful career were sown under his skilful guidance. 

He led by example. I was privileged to be his friend. We shall miss 
him, not only as a jurist and leader of men, but more importantly as 
a loyal and true friend. 

The reciprocity oflove, devotion and respect which existed between 
Miguette and Willem needs no elaboration. To her, and to members 
of Willem' s family, we express our heartfelt sympathy. 

Gerald Farber SC 
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Accommodation 

Everybody would have seen the pro
posed move by theJohannesburg Bar 
to the Johannesburg Sun Towers. A 
lot of behind-the-scenes organisation 
pro and con took place but a substan
tial majority of members decided that 
the move was not feasible. In the 
meantime, the Johannesburg Bar is 
looking at other accommodation. In 
the near future the Bar is investigat
ing the possibility of taking up cham
bers in a new building directly behind 
Innes Chambers. The next edition of 
Consultus will contain more informa
tion on this point. 

Social news 

Socially, the Johannesburg Bar has 
been active since the last edition of 
Consultus. The annual golf day was 
successfully held (sponsored by 
Investee Bank), a cricket match 
against the Pretoria Bar took place 
(where someone forgot to keep the 
score) and the usual types of social 
activity occurred. In addition, the 
Johannesburg Bar Council hosted the 
1992 Annual General Meeting of the 
General Council of the Bar. The 
meeting was ended off with a din
ner/dance attended by representa
tives of the vario1!s groups of the 
Johannesburg Bar as well as the 
delegates. 

Bar Council 

Dennis Fine SC and Mike Tselentis 
SC have been co-opted as senior 
members of the Bar Council in place 
of Lewis Goldblatt and Percy 
Blieden. 

Snitcher QC honoured 

At a formal dinner held in Cape 
Town on 7 August 1992 members of 
the Bench and Bar paid tribute to 
Harry Snitcher QC on the occasion 
of his 60th anniversary at the Cape 
Bar. He was admitted to the Bar in 
May 1932 and took Silk in February 
1949. He was a member of the Bar 
Council and President for various 
terms, for an almost uninterrupted 
period of20 years from 1950 to 1970. 
Mr Justice Tebbutt, who proposed 
one of the toasts to Snitcher, said that 
the most outstanding quality of 
Snitcher was his ability to always 
express credit to people where others 
would wish to denigrate. Van Schalk
wyk SC, on behalf of the Cape Bar, 

endorsed the attributes of this 
esteemed colleague as a master of 
court craft, with the ability to iden
tify the real issue in a dispute; at the 
same time he is always available to 
assist colleagues. In his reply, 
Snitcher QC expressed the firm con
viction that the Bar is and should 
remain the best training ground for 
appointments to the Bench. 

Nuwe aanstellings 

Daar was geen onlangse aanstellings 
op die Regbank in Kaapstad nie. 
Thring R, wat in Desember 1991 as 
regter aangestel is, is op die gebruik
like wyse vereer by 'n dinee wat op 
7 Augustus 1992 in die Mount Nel
son Hotel plaasgevind het. 

Acting appointments 

Brand SC continued to act during the 
second and third terms of 1992 and 
will do so for the duration of this year. 
Prest SC also held an acting appoint
ment for the second and third terms. 
Seligson SC and Farlam SC will hold 
this position from October to Decem
ber 1992. 

Balieraad 

Hodes SC is vir 'n derde ampstermyn 
herkies as V oorsitter van die Kaapse 
Balieraad. Lede wat in April 1992 
saam met horn tot die Raad verkies 
is en tot April 1993 sal dien, is die 
volgende: 

Seligson SC; Van Reenen SC; 

Blignault SC; Kuschke SC; J osman; 
Gamble; Van Zyl (Francois); Rose
Innes; Muller; De Kock (Gerrie); 
Van Heerden (Sekretaris); Albertus 
(Assistentsekretaris) . 

Milton Seligson SC 

Milton Seligson SC, who had been 
the Chairman of the Cape Bar Coun
cil from 1984-1986, served as Vice
Chairman of the General Council of 
the Bar of South Africa during 1989. 
Thereafter he was elevated to the 
Chairmanship of the General Coun
cil and held this office for three con
secutive years until his retirement at 
the annual general meeting held in 
Johannesburg in July 1992. It is 
widely recognised that his efforts 
went well beyond the call of duty and 
his leadership of the Bar merits par
ticular distinction. On his retirement, 
he reflected as follows: "South Africa 
is in a state of flux and fundamental 
changes are occurring; this is likely 
to have an impact on the Bar as much 
as it will on other institutions in our 
society. The Bar will have to meet the 
difficulties and challenges with a bold 
and innovative approach". 

Nuwe lede en pupille 

N egentien kandidate het die J unie 
1992 Balie-eksamen geslaag en hulle 
het almal inJulie 1992 by die Kaapse 
Balie begin praktiseer. Hierdie Balie 
het nou 231lede, waarvan 29 sye is. 
Vyftien pupille het in Augustus 1992 
met pupilskap in Kaapstad begin. 

/-r: Harry Snitcher QC, Chief Justice MM Corbett, Judge WGG Thring, PB Hodes SC 
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