
Transvaalse 
Provinsiale Afdeling 
Nuwe Regter 

Johan EIs se is met ingang 16 
Oktober 1992 as regter in die Trans
vaalse Provinsiale Afdeling van die 
Hooggeregshof aangestel. Regter EIs 
is te Pretoria gebore. Nadat hy aan 
die Pretoria Boys' High gematriku
leer het, het hy die grade BA LLB 
deur middel van buitemuurse studie 
aan die Universiteit van Pretoria 
behaal. H y word in 1961 as advokaat 
van die Hooggeregshof van Suid
Afrika toegelaat en is vanaf 1961 tot 
1964 as staatsadvokaat in die 
Prokureur-generaal se kantoor, 
Pretoria werksaam. Op 2 Maart 1964 
begin hy aan die Pretoriase Balie 
praktiseer en in 1983 word senior sta
tus aan horn toegeken. Daarna het hy 
in verskillende afdelings van die 
Hooggeregshof waargeneem voordat 
hy permanent aangestel is. 

Regter EIs is getroud met Elaine 
Meyer en hulle het twee seuns. 

Natal Provincial 
Division 
New Deputy Judge-President 

Judge John Jervois Broome was 
appointed DeputyJudge-President of 
this Division with effect from 1 
December 1992 . He follows in the 
footsteps of his father and grand
father. The latter was a judge on the 
Natal Bench and his father, the well
known Justice FN Broome, was 
Judge-President of the Natal Provin
cial Division from 1951 to 1961. 

Mr Justice Broome was born in 
1928 and matriculated at Hilton Col
lege; he was called to the Bar at the 
Inner Temple in 1955 after qualify
ing for the English Bar and serving 
six months' pupillage, was admitted 
to the Bar in Natal in 1956, took Silk 
in 1971 and was appointed to the 
Natal Provincial Division in 1976. 

He is a governor of Hilton College 
and member of the Natal Parks 
Board, an avid reader of the financial 
press and enjoys marathon running 
- having completed 19 Comrades 
Marathons, and is busy training for 
his 20th on 31 May . 

Eastern Cape Division 
New Judge 

HJ Liebenberg se was appointed to 
the Bench in the Eastern Cape Divi
sion with effect from 1 February 
1993, and seconded to the Republic 
of Venda. Judge Liebenberg was 
born on 26 October 1939 and 
matriculated from the Hoer Seun
skool in Oudtshoorn in 1956 . From 
1958 to 1970 he served in various 
capacities in the Department of 
Justice before serving articles for 
three years with a Port Elizabeth legal 
firm . He practised as an attorney in 
Welkom for five years before accept
ing a law lectureship at the U niver
sity of Port Elizabeth in 1975. While 
lecturing he obtained the LLB degree 
through the University of South 
Africa, graduating in 1976. He was 
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admitted to the Bar a year later and 
took Silk in 1988. Judge Liebenberg 
has had various acting appointments 
since then . 

Transkei 
New Judge 
JD Pickering se was appointed to 
the Bench in Transkei with effect 
from 1January 1993. Judge Picker
ing was born at Stutterheim on 22 
September 1949, matriculated at St 
Andrews College, Grahamstown and 
obtained the LLB degree at the 
University ofStellenbosch in 1972. 
He was admitted as an advocate in 
1973 and served as a State Advocate 
in the office of the Attorney-General, 
Eastern Cape from 1973 - 1974 and 
in 1975 commenced practice at the 
Grahamstown Bar. Judge Pickering 
joined the Transkei Bar in 1976 and 
rejoined the Eastern Cape Society of 
Advocates in 1986 whilst practising 
also as an advocate with the Legal 
Resources Centre - becoming its 
regional director in Grahamstown 
and a trustee of the Centre. 

During his association with the 
Transkei Bar Judge Pickering was 
Chairman of the Society ofAdvocates 
for a number of years. 

He is married to Rosalie Kingwill 
of Graaff-Reinet and they have two 
children. 

IN MEMORIAM 


The following tributes were delivered 
in the Natal Provincial Division of the 
Supreme Court on 3 April 1992 by 
Judge-President Howard, Chairman 
of the Bar Council Wallis, Attorney
General Imber and Attorney Brooks: 
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HowardJP: Mr Wallis, Mr Imber, 
Mr Brooks, we are gathered here to 
pay tribute to our friend and col
league, Michael Lloyd Mitchell who 
died on Wednesday evening at the 
age of 64. 

He was born in Johannesburg but 
received his early schooling in 
England. His mother brought him 
back to South Africa when World 
War II was looming in Europe and 
settled in Cape Town where he was 
educated further at St George's 
Grammar School and later at the 
Wynberg Boys' High. 

After school he worked briefly for 
the Shell Company and then became 
an undergraduate at the University 
of Cape Town where he successfully 
completed a Bachelor of Arts degree. 
He then went to Canada and 
registered as a student at the U niver
sity of British Columbia. Whilst in 
Canada his thirst for adventure led 
him to spend a summer working as 
a lumberjack. Shortly after that he 
returned to England and read for his 
LLB degree at Cambridge. He was 
an enthusiastic rower there and a 
member of the Cambridge Air 
Squadron. After completing this 
degree he worked his passage back to 
South Africa on a cargo ship, look
ing after horses and pigs in transit. 

By the time he was admitted to the 
Natal Bar in 1955 Mitch had not only 
acquired a sound education in the 
arts and the law but had also learnt 
a good deal about people, having 
rubbed shoulders with lumberjacks 
and the like in Canada and aristocrats 
in Britain. This gave him a keen 
insight into human nature and also 
nurtured a lively sense of humour. 

He did not always do the right 
thing but he learnt by his mistakes 
and I think this is typified by a story 
which he used to tell with great glee 
about the occasion when he was a 
guest on the country estate of a peer 
of the realm. His host lent him a shot
gun and invited him to ramble 
through the woods to see what he 
could bag. According to Mitch he 
plummeted from grace when he 
returned that evening and reported 
that he had managed to shoot a fox. 

After a promising start at the 
Durban Bar, building up a useful 
practice and also lecturing in con
stitutional law at Natal University, 
Mitch entered politics and became a 
senator in 1960. At 32 years of age he 
had the distinction of being the 

youngest ever senator in South 
Africa. At the next general election 
in 1961 he was elected as the United 
Party Member of Parliament for 
Durban North. He retained that seat 
for the next 15 years until his resig
nation from active politics in 1976. 
During his political career he became 
a respected front bencher and formid
able debater and was the opposition's 
shadow Minister of Justice. 

After retiring from politics Mitch 
returned to pursue his legal practice 
in Durban and to devote more time 
to his growing family. He took Silk 
in 1980 and in 1986 was appointed to 
the Natal Bench and seconded to the 
Transkei Supreme Court. He spent 
the next four years in Umtata gain
ing the sort ofjudicial experience he 
might not have had in Natal, for 
example on one occasion he was the 
only Judge on duty in Umtata and 
had to deal single-handedly with a 
coup dJetat. 

In May 1990 MrJustice Mitchell's 
tour of duty in the Transkei ended 
and he joined his colleagues on the 
Natal Bench. Soon after that he was 
plunged into a complicated and pro
tracted murder trial which occupied 
most of his time for the next year or 
so. He planned to set up home in 
Pietermaritzburg for which purpose 
he acquired and enjoyed renovating 
a Victorian home in Leighton Street. 
His plans were frustrated however 
when it was discovered that he had 
cancer of the throat. He underwent 
surgery, followed by radio-therapy 
for many weeks but continued 
throughout with his judicial work and 
completed the lengthy murder trial 
before taking long leave and travel
ling overseas in October last year. On 
his return in November 1991 he 
underwent further surgery from 
which he never fully recovered. He 
bore his final illness with great forti
tude and never gave up hope of 
returning to the work which he loved. 
Mitch was a hardworking and cheer
ful colleague who had no enemies. He 
leaves his wife, Esther, his children, 
Nicky, Lloyd and Andrew and two 
grandchildren to whom he was 
devoted. To all of them we extend our 
deepest sympathy. 

Mr Wallis: M'Lord, the members 
of the Natal Bar wish to associate 
themselves entirely with what Your 
Lordship has said this morning con
cerning the late MrJustice Mitchell. 

Since the news of his death yesterday 
I have also had the opportunity of 
speaking to leading members of the 
Transkei Bar and they have asked me 
to express both their shock at the 
news and their deepest condolences 
to his family. MrJustice Mitchell was 
a member of the Society ofAdvocates 
of Natal for a little more than 30 
years. 

In his early years he served as its 
secretary and then the lure of politics 
became too great and he commenced 
the political career to which Your 
Lordship has already referred. 
However, unlike others from the Bar 
who heard the siren song of politics 
he did not leave his practice but 
remained a member of the society 
and continued to keep chambers 
throughout his years of parliamen
tary service. During vacations from 
Parliament and other breaks from 
those duties he was to be found in 
chambers and, more particularly for 
those who remember him well, the 
common room and in the older days 
the Bar's dining table at Greenacres. 
He chose to make a career of politics 
but at heart we believe that he 
remained an advocate and it was to 
that life to which he returned when 
his political career was over. 

The time he spent in Cape Town, 
M'Lord, was not however entirely 
divorced from the Bar. Bills having 
a peculiarly legal flavour attracted his 
close attention and Justice was his 
portfolio. Whenever the General 
Council of the Bar, an individual Bar 
member or an individual advocate 
needed assistance Mike Mitchell will
ingly gave it. He did so not to secure 
political plaudits but because he sup
ported, admired and loved the profes
sion of advocate and the institution 
of the Bar. 

M'Lord, Mike Mitchell was a 
well-liked member of our society with 
a great sense of humour. When he 
ascended the Bench he remained well 
liked by all the members of the Bar. 
Visitors from Natal were assured of 
a friendly welcome in Umtata and an 
invitation to a chat and to share the 
news from home. When he returned 
to this Province all enjoyed appear
ing before him. He was charming, he 
was courteous and he was helpful, 
and he strove to give his best in every 
case that came before him. We will 
miss him both professionally and 
socially, and to his wife and to his 
family we extend our sincere condo
lences. Thank you, M'Lord. 
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Mr Imber: M'Lord, may I associ
ate myself with what Your Lordship 
has said in connection with the late 
Mr Justice Mitchell. 

During the greater part of 1990 
and the greater part of 1991, it was 
my privilege, M'Lord, to have 
appeared before him in the lengthy 
trial to which M'Lord has alluded. It 
was in the course of this trial that his 
illness manifested itself. It was also in 
the course of this trial that he under
went surgery which was followed by 
subsequent treatment which caused 
him some discomfort. Despite all this 
he continued to preside in his court 
in a manner which enured to the 
image of the Natal Provincial Divi
sion and continued to display the gen
tility and patience not only with 
counsel but with the witnesses who 
appeared before him. He at least had 
the consolation of knowing before he 
passed on that the Appellate Division 
had refused the accuseds' leave to 
appeal against their respective con
victions. To his wife and children I 
extend my deepest sympathy, not 
only on my own behalfbut on behalf 
of the members of the Attorney
General's office. Thank you M'Lord. 

Mr Brooks: M'Lord, the members 
of the Natal Law Society associate 
themselves with Your Lordship's 
remarks and those of my learned 
friends. In particular we extend our 
sincere condolences to the family of 
the late Mr Justice Mitchell. 

Sjrobco Sutej 
The following tributes were delivered 
in the Witwatersrand Local Division 
of the Supreme Court on 25 Novem
ber 1992 by J udge-President Eloff 
and Chairman of the Bar Council 
Trengove: 

Eloff JP: We are gathered this 
morning to pay tribute to Sjrobco 
Sutej who, until his death a few days 
ago, served as aJudge of this Divi
sion. The lateJudge was bornjust on 
73 years ago in what is now Croatia, 
a part of what was until a few years 
ago Yugoslavia. His parents were 
both prominent and accomplished 
persons. His father was a well-known 
advocate and political leader who 
attained his status of a Minister of 
Finance of his country before World 
War II. His mother was a talented 
and learned lady . The late Judge 
received his early education in 
Yugoslavia and initially decided on 
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a diplomatic career. He grew up and 
received his education in the midst of 
the intense political life of the times. 
On completion of his studies he was 
posted among other countries to Italy 
in the Vatican State. While there he 
used the opportunity of studying law 
and eventually attained a degree in 
jurisprudence. 

When he decided to make South 
Africa his new home he chose the 
practice oflaw as his profession. He 
had preferred to acquire a South Afri
can qualification and he was enrolled 
as a student at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. On completion of his 
studies he joined the Johannesburg 
Bar where he practised for many 
years. He took Silk in the early 1980's. 

In 1984, after the establishment of 
the Republic of Bophuthatswana, it 
was decided to appoint him as a 
Judge of the Supreme Court of that 
country. To that end he was 
appointed a Judge of the Transvaal 
Supreme Court and seconded to 
Bophuthatswana. He served in that 
capacity for many years. When his 
secondment came to an end the late 
Judge returned to the Transvaal and 
served here until his death. 

Our late colleague was a friendly, 
outgoing person with a remarkable 
knowledge of human nature. His 
understanding of people and his abil
ity to grasp facts were important 
assets in his adjudication in the 
numerous criminal trials over which 
he presided while serving in this Divi
sion. He had a variety of interests and 
he was well read, especially in history 
and constitutional matters . 

The extent to which Judge Sutej 
made this country his own is 
noteworthy. He married a South 
African girl, he built up a wide circle 
of South African friends, and he 
became a loyal South African. Those 
who were his friends remember par
ticularly his loyalty and his 
friendship. 

Our thoughts go to his widow 
Agnes, and his children Paul and 
Ingrid. 

Mr Trengove: Fred Sutej was born 
in Sarajevo, Yugoslavia on 10 April 
1919. He was a member of a distin
guished family. 

His father started his career as a 
clerk in the court where the assassin 
of the Archduke Ferdinand was tried. 
He went on to become a practising 
advocate and later a politician. He 

was leader of the Croatian Liberation 
Movement and served as Minister of 
Finance in the old Yugoslavia. After 
the war he joined the compromise 
government of President Tito in the 
belief that free elections would be held 
in Yugoslavia. When this did not 
occur, he resigned as member of 
government but continued to serve as 
leader of the Croatian Freedom 
Party. There is today a memorial to 
him and his wife in the cemetery at 
Zagreb . 

Fred Sutej grew up in Zagreb 
where he went to school and later to 
university in 1937. He thereafter 
enrolled at the School of Political 
Science in Paris, but his studies were 
interrupted by the German occupa
tion of Paris in May 1940. He 
returned to Zagreb to resume his 
studies. They were, however, again 
interrupted when he was arrested and 
for some time detained by the fascist 
Gestashi organisation. He was 
arrested again in 1942 but escaped to 
Perugia with the assistance of the 
Archbishop ofCroatia. He was then 
permitted to study in Perugia and 
was later appointed to the Royal 
Yugoslav Legation in Rome. While 
he was there he obtained a doctorate 
in International Law. 

He did not return to his native 
Yugoslavia after the war but instead 
emigrated to South Africa where he 
arrived in 1948. He studied at the 
University of the Witwatersrand and 
graduated with a degree in Bachelor 
of Laws. 

On 27 April 1951 he joined the 
Johannesburg Bar where he practised 
until his elevation to the Bench. He 
developed a successful general prac
tice. From time to time this took him 
to European capitals where he 
advised clients on matters of inter
national law . He took Silk on 4 April 
1975. 

After serving as an acting judge 
from time to time he was elevated to 
the Bench of the Transvaal Provin
cial Division on 1 September 1984. 
He has since then served with distinc
tion as a judge, both in Bophutha
tswana and in the Transvaal. He was 
gifted with an extraordinary memory 
and a wide knowledge of modern his
tory and current affairs. He leaves his 
wife Agnes, his son Paul, and his 
daughter Ingrid. 

We extend to them our heartfelt 
sympathy. He will be sorely missed. 
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