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Brian Richard Southwood se was 
appointed to the Transvaal Provin
cial Division of the Supreme Court 
on 1 August 1993. Judge South
wood was born in Pretoria on 13 
October 1946. He passed the GCE 
"A" level examination at Mount 
Pleasant Boys' High School, Salis
bury in 1964 and obtained the 
BA(Law) degree at Stellenbosch Uni
versity in 1967 and the LLB degree 
at Unisa in 1970. After qualifying as 
an attorney, he joined the Pretoria 
Bar in 1972 and was appointed Sen
ior Counsel in 1985. He was also 
admitted as an advocate of the High 
Court of Lesotho. 

In the professional field Judge 
Southwood was Chairman of the 
Stock Exchange Appeal Board from 
1988-1992; was a Member of the 
Pretoria Bar Council from 1989 and 
Chairman thereof in 1991; Vice
Chairman of the General Council of 
the Bar of South Africa in 1991
1992 and Chairman in 1992: He 
also acted as a judge of the Trans
vaal Provincial Division in 1988. 

He was Chairman of the Manage
ment Council of Pretoria Boys' High 
School from 1987 to 1992. In ad
dition to being a keen sportsman, his 
interests include art, music and 
reading - particularly history and 
sport. 

Judge Southwood is married to 
Isabeau Scholtz and they have a 
daughter, Fiona and a son, Mark. 

CONSULTUS OCTOBER 1993 

Eric Leach se was elevated to the 
Bench on 28 June 1993. He was 
born in Port Elizabeth on 17 August 
1952 and matriculated at Hilton 
College, Natal in 1969. He obtained 
the BA degree at Rhodes University 
and the LLB degree at Natal Univer
sity, Pietermaritzburg in 1974. 

Judge Leach was called to the Bar 
in Grahamstown on 29 January 
1976 and practised in Grahams
town. He took Silk in 1990 and held 
acting appointments in 1991, 1992 
and 1993. 

While at university he represented 
Eastern Province, Border and Natal 
on the athletic track. His athletic 
career was terminated by injury but 
he still enjoys playing cricket at a 
social league level. 

For a period of seven years from 
1983 he held the post of Chancel
lor of the Diocese of Grahamstown. 

Judge Leach is married to Celeste 
Embling and they have two sons. 

Throughout the centuries it 
has been recognised in our law 
that the strongest bulwark against 
gross foolishness, incapacity, 
catching and snatching bargains, 
undue influence, sharp practice, 
and any and every species of 
fraud, is a completely indepen
dent, qualified, legal profession. 
OudgeJFJeffries of New Zealand) 

New Zealand Law Journal, Sep
tember 1992 

Regter Je van der WaIt is vanaf 1 
Mei 1993 as Hoofregter van die 
Hooggeregshof van Venda aangestel. 
Regter Van der WaIt is in 1932 op 
Postmasburg gebore. Nadat hy in 
1948 aan die Olifantshoekse Hoer
skool gematrikuleer het, aanvaar hy 
diens by die Departement van 
Justisie in die destydse magistraats
kantoor te Kimberley. Hy is later na 
Pretoria verplaas waar hy deur 
middel van buitemuurse studie aan 
die Universiteit Pretoria die grade 
BA LLB verwerf. Hy word in 1961 
na die Departement van Vervoer as 
regsadviseur oorgeplaas. In 1965 
bedank hy uit die staatdiens en tree 
in leerklerkskap by 'n prokureurs
firma in Pietersburg waar hy vanaf 
1968 tot 1977 in dieselfde firma in 
vennootskap tree waarna hy toe
gelaat is as advokaat by die 
Pretoriase Balie. Senior status is in 
1987 aan Regter van der Wal t 
toegeken en vanaf September 1987 
tot Maart 1988 neem hy in die 
Hooggeregshof van Venda waar. In 
April 1988 word hy permanent op 
die regbank van die Noordkaapse 
Provinsiale Afdeling aangestel en 
word verder na die Republiek van 
Venda gesekondeer. Hy neem vanaf 
April 1992 as Hoofregter in Venda 
waar totdat hy permanent in die 
hoedanigheid aangestel is. 

Regter Van der Wal t is getroud 
met Judith Delport. Hulle het 'n 
dogter en 'n seun en twee klein
kinders. • 
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