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S
ince the days of Sir 
Harry Smith's six day 
dash on horseback from 
Cape Town to the 
frontier Grahamstown 

to take command of and to 
stiffen the resolve of the fright
ened citizens there, the Eastern 
Cape has been unable entirely 
to eradicate from its make-up 
the tinge of frontier rurality 
even though it has its own rich 
cultural history. The event" of 
the lives of the Eastern Cape 
Judges seem somehow to reflect 
this, more especially the lives of 
the fathers and sons which will 
now be sketched. 

The Van der Riets 
Fred: powerful memory 

Mr Justice FredJohn Werendley van 
der Riet was born at Swellendam 
during 1868. His father was the 
Resident Magistrate of Simon's 
Town. He was educated at Victoria 
College, Stellenbosch, where he took 
his BA degree in 1887, with honours 
in literature, at the age of eighteen. 
Employed in the Civil Service Colo
nial Secretary's Office from October 
1887 to 1895 as examiner of ac
coun ts in the Stationery Depart
ment, he graduated as a Bachelor of 
Laws in 1894, having studied pri
vately, and was admitted to the Bar 
inJuly 1894. In 1895 he was trans
ferred to the Law Department as 
chief clerk to the Solici tor-General 
in Grahamstown. He resigned from 
the Civil Service in 1897 when he 
moved to join a firm of attorneys and 
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advocates in Johannesburg. He prac
tised as an attorney, doing all the 
firm's Landdrosts' Court work until 
1900 when he returned to Grahams
town, to practise as an advocate in 
the Eastern Districts Court. He is 
said to have developed an enormous 
opinion practice, to have had a very 
powerful memory and to have been 
a deadly cross-examiner, being able, 
without a note, to argue a case last
ing several days. In his leisure he 
played for Gardens R.F.C., for West
ern Province and for Eastern Prov
ince; he rowed and was a good ten
nis and golf player. He represented 
the Albany District in the Cape Par
liament from 1912, until his ap
pointment as a Judge in 1925, his 
main mission in Parliamen t being to 
help still racial animosity. He died, 
while still on the Bench, in 1929. 

Ernest: authority on wild 
flowers 

Fred's son, Mr Justice Ernest 
Franklin van der Riet, was born at 
Johannesburg in 1899. He matricu
lated at St Andrews College, 
Grahamstown and then obtained BA 
and LLB degrees at Rhodes Univer
sity and Oxford University respec
tively. In 1921 he was admitted at 
the Middle Temple and, in 1922, to 
the Cape Bar. Keen on the outdoors 
he built a canoe with a friend in 
1924 and paddled the Berg River 
from Wellington to the sea. He took 
Silk in 1942. During the Second 
World War he served, as an officer, 
in the 55th squadron of the RAF 
where he won the DFC. After the war 
he was Chairman of the United Party 
at Grahamstown from 1945 to 
1949. In 1951 he was appointed as 
a Judge to the Eastern Districts Lo
cal Division. For some time he was 
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Chairman of the Eastern Province 
Wild Life Society and he was an au
thority on, and a collector of, wild 
flowers. He retired from the Bench 
in 1966. He is said to have had a 
keen sense of humour and, in his 
later years, to have claimed to have 
built the first Hawaiian board to be 
used in the surf at Muizenberg. 

D D D 

The Sampsons 
Victor: writer of leading articles 

MrJustice Victor Sampson was born 
at Cape Town in 1855, his father 
having settled there after serving the 
East India Company. He was taught 
at home, atJeffery's School and then 
at Nixon's School. At the age of six
teen, in 1871, he joined the Impe
rial Civil Service in the audit office. 
In 1873 he received a Third Class 
Certificate from the Board of Public 
Examiners in Literature and Science. 
He won the William Porter Gold 
Medal for his essay on "The Respon
sibility of Whites towards the Native 
Races". Posted to Queenstown and 
then to Kokstad he became account
ant for East Griqualand. In 1881, 
Cape Town University having been 
incorporated in 1879, he passed the 
LLB examination and was admitted 
to the Cape Bar. During 1882 he was 
writing leading articles for the Cape 
Times and the Argus when Innes in
troduced him to the Volksblad, a 
newspaper in Dutch and English, for 
which he wrote leaders and, for a 
while, managed. In 1885 he joined 
the Bar at Grahamstown, publishing 
a volume of translations from Voet, 
and took Silk in 1895. In 1898 he 
received a general retainer for De 
Beers, which he had for several years, 

and he was elected to Parliament, for 
the Albany Division, in the same 
year. He was Attorney-General in the 
Jameson Ministry from 1904 to 
1908. Caught at Parliament when 
the siege of Kimberley began, he was 
the first civilian to enter Kimberley 
after the siege was lifted. He re
turned to Grahamstown in 1909, 
acted as a Judge in the Eastern Dis
tricts Local Division in 1911 and 
1912, was appointed permanently in 
1915, retired in 1925 and died in 
1940. Apart from legal publications 
he published a volume of poetry, 
several volumes of non-fiction, in
cluding his reminiscences, and sev
eral novels based on his cases. He 
was widowed twice and married three 
times, the last time at the age of 
eighty-two. 

Oswald: first advocate to 
practise at Port Elizabeth 
Victor Sampson's son, Mr Justice 
Oswald Victor Sampson, was born at 
Cradock in 1886. He matriculated 
at St. Andrews College, Grahams
town and obtained his BA LLB de
gree at Rhodes University. He was 
admitted to the Bar in Grahamstown 
in 1918. In 1926 he moved to Port 
Elizabeth and was the first advocate 
to practise there. He was also the 
first advocate from that city to be 
elevated to the Bench. During World 
War I he served in the Cape Garri
son Artillery as a commissioned of
ficer. He took Silk in 1944 and was 
appointed to the Bench of the East
ern Districts Local Division in 1950. 
He retired in 1957 and died in 
Grahamstown in 1967. 

D D D 

The Jennetts 
Alien: patient and courteous 
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Mr Justice AlIen Gilmor Jennett was 
born at Graaff-Reinet in 1906. His 
father was an official in the South 
African Railways. He went to kinder
garten at Ballymote, Co. Sligo, Ire
land, then to school at Elliott and 
Gill College, Somerset Eas t, for 
which he won a Gill Scholarship. His 
BA degree, obtained at Rhodes Uni
versity College in 1926, was fol
lowed, while serving articles in 
Grahamstown, by his LLB in 1928. 
At Rhodes University he opened the 
batting for the first eleven and won 
the tennis championships in 1925, 
1926 and 1927. Admitted as an at
torney in 1929 he practised until 
1930, when he was admitted as an 
advocate in the Eastern Districts 
Local Division. He took Silk in 1947 
and he was appointed to the Bench 
of the Eastern Districts Local Divi
sion in 1949 where, in May 1962, 
he became Judge-President. He re
tired as Judge-President on 4 August 
1976 having acted three times on 
the Appeal Court and having de
clined, after 1961, a permanent ap
pointment to it. In court he was 

stern, but able and ready to enjoy 
humour, patient and courteous, and 
had a quick grasp of the essential 
point in any case. He was a full par
ticipant in the life of his community, 
often as a ready counsellor. He was 
known, affectionately, by his friends 
and colleagues as Jesse or Jerry. In 
his later years he played bowls well. 
He was on the Council of St. An
drews college from 1954 until he 
died and President of Convocation 
of Rhodes University for twenty
seven years. In 1978 the University 
conferred on him the degree of Doc
tor of Laws Honoris Causa. He was 
also a proud Honorary Old Andrean. 
He was said to inspire confidence 
in those with whom he worked and 
whose affairs he handled as Judge, 
friend or helper, everyone's affairs 
receiving meticulous and conscien
tious consideration. 

Michael: practical and 
pleasant approach 
Mr Justice Michael Patrick Jennett 
was born at Grahamstown in 1935. 

His father was then n ewly at the Bar. 
H e was educated at St. Andrews Prep 
and matriculated , in 1952, at St. 
Andrews Coll e ge , Grahamstown. 
Having obtained his BA at Stellen
bosch University in 1956, he went 
to Cambridge University where he 
passed his LLB degree in 1960. He 
was admitted as an advocate in the 
Eastern Cape Division in 1961 and 
took Silk in 1978. It is said that, 
before East Griqualand was taken 
from the Eastern Cape Division and 
became part of the Natal Provincial 
Division, apart from using his foren
sic skills there, he was a full partici 
pant in the life and pursuits of its 
inhabitants. He is reputed to have 
been able to regularly sink, in less 
than seven strokes, twelve snooker 
balls, placed two next to each pocket. 
He was appointed to the Bench of 
the Eastern Cape Division in 1985 
in which capacity he is said to have 
a practical, quick and pleasant ap
proach in matters which appear be
fore him. 
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Now available - a confidential report on the sufficiency of SA qualifications for admission to practice 
in the USA, New Zealand, England and Wales. This report includes copies of the relevant Rules as 
well as contact addresses. To order, please complete the form below and return to us by post or fax. 

ORDER FORM 
To: 	 H & D Consultants Fax: (012) 46 1218 

PO Box 589 
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Please send me/us the report on SA qualifications to practise abroad at R395,OO. 
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