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It is two years since ADRASA, with the endorse nesses. Some of the leading corporations in 
ment of the General Council of the Bar (GCB) Sou th Africa have also become members. 
and the Association of Law Societies (ALS), was 27% of members are practising advocates, and 
formed to promote the use of Alternative Dis the involvement of members of the Bar has 
pute Resolution (ADR) in South Africa. The to been significant. Since then it has hosted a con
tal membership currently is 291 comprising ference on ADR in May 1992 and has co-hosted 
attorneys' firms, advocates, academics and busi- a further conference in August 1993. 

T
he ADRASA ADR Service 
was launched on 12 May 
1992. Registers of Arbitra
tors and Mediators were 
created, to which practi

tioners with appropriate experience 
or skills training are accredited. Pres
ently, 35% of the accredited arbitra
tors and 28% of accredited media
tors are advocates. During the past 
year, under the auspices of ADRASA, 
98 persons attended skills training 
in commercial mediation, and 62 
persons skills training in matrimo
nial mediation. Thirty-nine persons 
attended skills training in expedited 
arbitration. In the past year ADRASA 
has provided mediators or arbitra
tors to intervene in patent, partner
ship, construction, insurance, family 
and community disputes. 
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ODD 
On 19 June 1993 the newly elected 
Council of ADRASA took office. The 
Council is now representative of all 
regions of the country, as the chair
man of each region is ex officio a 
Councillor. Gary Myburgh of the 
Cape Bar is presently the only advo
cate who is a regional chairman. 
Advocates who were directly elected 
to the Council are Brian Spilg and 
Roland Sutherland of theJohannes
burg Bar. N eels Claassen SC and 
Paul Pretorius, of the Johannesburg 
Bar, have been appointed to the 
Council by the GCB. 

ODD 
In a survey of the registered media
tors and arbitrators, it appeared that 
62% of arbitrators express an inter

est to mediate in commercial mat
ters, and 71 % express an interest to 
arbitrate in commercial matters. 
Fifty-three percent of mediators ex
press an interest in mediating in 
family disputes. At the June council 
meeting, it was resolved to adopt a 
focussed strategy in terms of which 
ADRASA will provide a professional 
and expert ADR service, mainly in 
commercial disputes, and an appro
priate marketing strategy to make the 
value of ADR known to the litigat
ing public is being planned. 

ODD 
Through the medium of "Adrasa 
News", a quarterly newsletter, mem
bers are being kept up to date with 
recent developments in the field of 
ADR. Jeremy Clark (as editor) and 
Matilda Masipa of the Johannesburg 
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Bar are in charge of the publication. 
On the initiative of ADRASA, con

tact has been made with the Minister 
of Justice and as a result a Liaison 
Committee has been established 
composed of representatives of 
ADRASA, the ALS and the GCE. It 
is intended, through this channel of 
communication, to develop a coher
ent public policy in respect of the 
development of ADR in South Af
rica. 

In Johannesburg, where the pilot 
Commercial Court has been created, 
contact is being made with the mem
bers of that Court with a view to ex
ploring the utility which ADR meth
ods may have in the course of achiev
ing its objectives. 

D D D 
At the AGM William Lane, of Bell 
Dewar and Hall, was re-elected 
Chairman and Roland Sutherland of 
the Johannesburg Bar was re-elected 
as Vice-Chairman. 

Paul Pretorius of the Johannes
burg Bar has assumed the portfolio 
of developing the ADR process, 
which involves inter alia addressing 
the questions of Dispute Resolution 
Systems Design, in the context of the 
Sou th African society. Gil bert 

Marcus of the Johannesburg Bar is 
in charge of getting coverage for 
ADR in the media. Advocates on the 
Johannesburg Regional Committee 
include Robert Wise SC, Norman 
Davis, Sarel Bekker and Mark Euijen. 
Gary Myburgh of the Cape Bar has 
been exploring the prospects of a 
"settlement week" in the Cape Pro
vincial Division, in terms of which a 
concerted effort is made to identify 
and settle matters which would more 
appropriately be resolved through 
consensual means than by going to 
trial. 

Brian Spilg of the Johannesburg 
Bar has assumed responsibility for 
promoting the "ADR Pledge" 
amongst the major South African 
corporations, in terms of which a 
statement of intent is made by the 
corporation to endeavour to settle 
disputes by means of alternative dis
pute resolution before resorting to 
li tigation. 

D D D 
ADRASA is now well established in 
all the major centres in South Africa 
and interested members of the Bar 
should get in touch with their local 
committee. The regional structures 
and their Chairmen are as follows: 

Cape Town 
Gary Myburgh 
of the Cape Bar 
Port Elizabeth 
Daryl Burman 
of Burman Saks & Schady 
East London 
Jonathan Bax 
of The Bax Partnership 
Bloemfontein 
Daan Nortier 
of Naudes 
Pietermari tzburg 
Mike Lupton 
of the University of Natal 
Pietermaritzburg 
Durban 
Rob Brislin 
of Chapman Myers & Moorhead 
Johannesburg 
Graham Damant 
of Bowman Gilfillan Hayman 
Godfrey 
Pretoria 
David Barn 
of Stegmanns 

The Executive Director, Linda 
Macun, has established a permanent 
national office in Parktown, Johan
nesburg. She can be contacted at:

Tel: (011) 484-1763 
Fax: (011) 484-3169 

Roland Sutherland 
Johannesburg Bar. 

The World Jurist Association 

The World Jurist Association (WJA), 
with its headquarters in Washing
ton DC, entertains, as its main aim, 
the ideal of achieving world peace 
through law. It is an apolitical or
ganisation with world-wide mem
bership and enjoys a very high pro
file wherever it stages its regular 
seminars and biennial conferences. 
The President is Franklin Hoet
Linares, a well-known lawyer from 
Caracas, Venezuela, and the Execu
tive Vice-President is Margaret 
Hennebury, who is operating from 
her office in Washington DC. 

Judge Deon van Zyl of the Trans
vaal Provincial Division succeeded 
Judge Cecil Margo as National 
President for South Africa. He at
tended his first WJA seminar inJe
rusalem, during December 1992, 
on the validity of international 
agreements and legal aspects relat
ing to the Middle-East Crisis. 

The 16th Conference on the Law 
of the World takes place in Manila, 
The Philippines, from October 24 

to 29 of this year. A variety of ex
citing and stimulating subjects will 
be discussed, including children's 
rights, economic law, alternative 
dispute resolution, intellectual 
property, human rights, health care, 

Judge Dean van Zyl 

the media, legal education, drugs, 
environmental law, the judiciary, 
science and technology, globali
sation and fragmentation, aviation 
and space law, arms control, litiga
tion and the legal aspects of sport. 
Three South Africans have been 
invited to deliver papers at the Con
ference, namely Minister Bhadra 
Ranchod and Judges Pierre Olivier 
and Deon van Zyl. 

Our readers are urged to become 
members of the WJA at the very rea
sonable annual fee of RI 00,00 
and to participate in its confer
ences. (For further information 
please get in touch with Judge Van 
Zyl at: 

P.O. Box 442, Pretoria 0001 
(telephone number: 
(012) 3243851; 
fax number: 
(012) 3262314)). 

It is understood that the WJA is 
seriously considering holding its 
1995 Conference in South Africa. 
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