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"Law is not simply part of our cultural heritage"; be viewed as a national resource." (Law and 
it is a fact of daily life that affects the activities learning. Report by the Consultative Group on 
of governments and businesses, groups and in Research and Education in Law (Ottawa: Social 
dividuals. Law belongs to everyone - not just to Sciences and Humanities Research Council, 
lawyers. Legal materials and law libraries should 1983) p 125.) 

Introduction 
The notion that a law library is exclu
sively for use by its parent institution is 

no longer realistic or supportable. 
Shrinking economies and ever-increas

ing purchase-prices for all legal materi
als are forcing institutions of all sizes to 
reconsider their previously isolationist 
attitudes to their library collections. Of 

course, this trend has been gradually 
developing on both the formal and in
formal fronts over the past years. For
mal arrangemen ts such as the State Li

' bral),-driven Inter-library Scheme and 

informal co-operative ventures between 
law libraries are well-established facts. 
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Background 
The law library at the University of Pre
toria has been renamed Dienseenheid 
Regsgeleerdheid - the titl e underscores 
our commitment to service not only to 
the University 's academic and student 
bodies but also to a wider constituency 
- the whole legal community in all its 
facets and guises. 

Dienseen heid Regsgeleerd h eid, 
which forms part of the Academic In
formation Service , operates as an au
tonomous unit. All libra ry functions 
which were traditionally centralised for 
the whole library - including acquisi
tions, cataloguing and classification , 

and inter-lending have been decen

tralised to Dienseenheid Regsgeleerd

heid in so far as they are app li cable. 

This allows for a more efficient and ef

fective manipulation of material with 

the aim that a ll legal material should 

be accessible to users with the mini

mum of delay. For example, the Gov

ernment Gazettes should be available 
the Friday they are received. 

The bonus of having all support 
functions physically situated within the 

Di enseenh e id is that personnel deal 

only with legal materials and this e n

sures a greater familiarity with the lan

guage and material of the law. Addi

tionally, any delays in the rece ipt of 
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material can be identified early and 
rectified . 

Library material 
Materials available in the Dienseenheid 
fall within two broad categories: print 
and electronic media. 

Print media. These comprise some 
32 000 monographs and 251 current 
journals. Being an academic library, Di
enseenheid Regsgeleerdheid houses a 
wide variety of research-directed mater
ial, generally of a comparative nature. 
The Roman law origins of our legal 
heritage are well covered with an ex
tensive collection of Old Authorities, 
which is available on a restricted basis. 
In fact, the whole of the bookstock is 
treated as a closed collection, thereby 
ensuring the availability of material 
when needed. Student texts are housed 
separately in a Reserved Collection , al
though duplicates of these works are 
also kept within the Dienseenheid. 

Bibliographies, dictionaries and ency
clopaediae, local and international , are 
shelved as Naslaan / Reference works. 

Electronic media. The development 
of electronic media has greatly alleviat
ed some of the problems associated 
with the retrieval of legal information. 
The Academic Information Service was 
a fore-runner in the computerisation of 
its holdings beginning in 1980 and 
these are available to all users via an on
line open public access (OPAC) system. 

South African journal articles, which 
have traditionally posed formidable re

tri eval difficulties, may now be accessed 
on the OPAC system. This applies only 
to journals from ] 987 , and because it 
covers the whole spectrum of South 
African journals, non-law articles, whose 
content may be of importance to legal 
researchers, are now also accessible . 

The Academic Information Service 
has recently in troduced a CD-Rom net
work, entitled ROMINFO. The network 
provides campus-wide access to a vari
ety of CD-Rom databases including the 
Jutastat products, Statutes/Welle, Tax li
bmry, the South African Law Reports and 
the South African Criminal Law Reports. 
The cross-disciplinary nature of legal 
research can novv largely be catered for 
from a single work-station. 

In addition to the databases available 
in ROMINFO , Dienseenheid Regs
geleerdheid has two other very useful 
CD-Rom products, Index to legal periodi
cals, indexing a selection of interna
tional English-language journals from 
] 981, and juslis, the official database of 
the European Economic Community. 

The Academic Information Service 
has a number of other CDs-Rom, some 
of which are also relevant for legal re
search, such as those dealing with pub
lic administration in the United States. 

Another useful source of information 
used within the Dienseenheid is the 
newspaper-clipping service originating 
from the University of the Orange Free 
State's Institute for Contemporary His
tory (INCH). Information is accessed 
via an on-line thesaurus and the full
text is available on micro-fiche from 
which hard copies may be made. 

JUTA PRIZE 


FOR CONTRIB.UTIONS TO 


1. 	 The prize-winner will receive a 
cash sum of.R500.

2. 	 Apanel of advocates nominated 
by the editorial committee will 
consider contributions for the 
prize and award the prize . 

3. 	 The decision of the panel will 
be final. 

Juta and Company 
Limited offers an 
annual prize for first 
time contributions 
to Consultus 

For users requiring further research, 
international on-line databases such as 
DlALOG are available. 

Service aim 
Dienseenheid Regsgeleerdheid strives 
to satisfy its users needs pro-actively 
whether by the selective dissemination 
(SDI) individually tailored to user pro
files , or by the acquisition of material 
in anticipation of demand. Timeliness 
of information is crucial. 

The underlying philosophy of the Di
enseenheid is that we are a "library 
without walls". Obviously our physical 
collection is limited. In meeting the 
challenges presented by finite re
sources, the Dienseenheid is currently 
developing informal, dynamic co-opera
tive ties with a variety of institutions, 
academic, public and private. These co
operative ventures plus our inter-library 
loan facility enable us to meet the de
mands made on our services. 

Conclusion 
Recognition of the necessity of pooling 
legal resources is of paramount impor
tance; legal information does not per
tain only to private domains. Dienseen
heid Regsgeleerdheid invites readers to 
participate in resource-sharing within 
the broader legal community. More in
formation may be obtained by contact
ing Dienseenheid Regsge leerdheid on 
(012) 420 2268. 	 0 

.... 

4. 	 Queries and correspondence 
should be directed to: 
The Editor Consultus 
1605 Momentum Centre 
East Tower •••• 

343 Pretorius Street 

;:~~(~i2~0~:2-1511 (Ext 16(5): •••••••. 
:. 
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