
tify it, the attendance of the attorney 
should not be mandatory. The rule 
should not be inflexible and it should be 
left to the attorney and counsel in ques
tion to decide whether attendance is 
called for. In weighty matters the joint 
participation of counsel and attorney 
does not have to be decreed by rule. 
However, if attorneys are to fulfil the 
important role of being the conduit 
between clients who can only afford 
limited fees, especially for Magistrate's 
Court trials, the attorneys should only be 
minimally involved in the matter. In this 
way attorneys will be able to handle a 
large number of such matters, and brief 
counsel to handle them at competitive 
rates. In the process they will keep many 
young counsel employed and make the 
law more accessible for their clients. 
Needless to say, there should be corre
sponding simplification of the rules of 
procedure for lower tribunals to allow 
for speedy, if somewhat rougher dispen
sation of justice. This subject is beyond 
the scope of this article. 

As for the attendance in court by 
attorneys, this too should not be the sub
ject of an inflexible rule. The attendance 
by an attorney should be mandated by 

the circumstances of the case. In other port and respect of the community we 
instances attendance may be unneces serve, facilitate the entry of black 
sary and unjustified because of the costs lawyers into the profession and make the 
involved. This rule too is not universally law accessible to the man in the street. 
observed, although some judges do 
insist on compliance. The co-operation Note: In regard to the author's refer
of the Bench will be needed. ence to a survey made for the General 

Bar Council on p. 101 supra, it is of 
interest to take note of the Mi lne Conclusion 
Commission's findings in this connec

This article has not dealt with the tion. 
restructuring of the attorneys' profession On page 91 et seq of its report the 
or with fundamental changes to the rules Commission pointed out that the costs
of procedure in court, both of which argument was an important aspect since 
need to be considered when addressing the belief that granting attorneys audiI 

the issues of access to the law and ence rights would lead to substantial 
access to the profession. Nor do I savings of costs was fundamental to 
believe that I have found all the solu most if not all those persons and bodies 
tions relating to the Bar and the way it who made representations and submis
functions. In particular, different solu sions in favour of granting such rights to 
tions will be required for each Bar attorneys. However, after having given 
depending on its size and own character careful consideration to all the available 
istics. What I do hope is that this article evidence, inter alia that as was shown 
will stimulate debate relating to a sub by an analysis done in the attorneys pub
ject which at times has been treated like lication De Rebus, the modal fee per 
a sacred cow and at other times has been hour for advocates was R150 and for 
subject to the threat of being the baby attorneys R250, the Commission came 
thrown out with the bath water. The time to the conclusion that, save for certain 
is ripe to open or reopen the debate. In limited respects, that belief was largely 
so doing we will be able to gain the sup- unfounded. - Editor 

International Law Association 

On 9 August 1993 a South African 
branch of the International Law Associa
tion (ILA) was formed at the School of 
Law, University of the Witwatersrand. 
Professor John Dugard was elected pres
ident as was a twelve member council. 

The ILA is the oldest such organisa
tion in the world and was founded in 
Brussels in 1873. Membership is close 
to 4000 and spread among 42 branches 
worldwide. Not only lawyers are wel
come as members but also representa
tives from the financial, industrial and 
commercial fields. 

The work of the ILA has had a signifi
cant influence on international legal 
developments. In 65 conferences since 
its inception the ILA has provided a 
forum for influential and comprehensive 
discussion and endorsement of the work 
of its various committees and brings 
together every two years private practi
tioners, academics, judges and govern
ment legal advisers for a major confer
ence. The 66th conference was held in 
Buenos Aires in August this year. 

Pro! John Dugard 

The main work on the ILA is done by 
its various committees which prepare 
reports which are then discussed at the 
biennial conferences. These reports take 
various forms such as a restatement, a 
draft treaty, elaboration of a code or a 
review of recent developments of law or 

practice. Over the past years the ILA 
had made a major contribution to the 
development of international law. 

Since its formation the South African 
branch of the ILA organised a most suc
cessful South African National Jessup 
International Law Moot Competition 
which was held at the University of 
Pretoria. Two South African students 
(University of Witwatersrand) won the 
competition and represented South 
Africa at the international final which 
was held in Washington DC. 

Two conferences on topical issues 
will be held later this year in 
Johannesburg. 

Membership of the South African 
branch of the ILA is R 120 per year. 
Applications can be made to Dr Patrick 
Vrancken, Honorary Treasurer, School 
of Law, University of Bophuthatswana, 
Private Bag X2046, Mmabatho 8681 or 
Ms Ros Thomas, Secretary, Centre for 
Policy Analysis, Development Bank of 
Southern Africa, PO Box 1234, Halfway 
House 1685. 0 I 
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