
Message from 

President Nelson Mandela 


to the readers of Consultus 


Ibelieve that our New Constitutional dispensa
tion should have a special significance for mem
bers of the Bar, and indeed for all members of 

the legal profession. For the first time in our coun
try's history the Constitution provides for a democ
ratic and non-racial constitutional order. This must 
contribute to increased respect for the institutions of 
governance, including the courts. The standing of 
those institutions associated with the administration 
and enforcement of the laws of apartheid-South 
Africa was sadly tarnished in the eyes of large sec
tors of the population. Now that the standing of our 
legal instituti-ons and associations will be enhanced, 
they will enjoy, and benefit from, greater inter
change with legal bodies and ideas from other parts 
of the world. 

Secondly, the Constitution establishes a legal 
order premised on respect for universally accepted 
human rights. Many of these have previously been 
the subject of demands by the General Council of 
the Bar. I congratulate the individual members of 
the profession who have played a part in achieving 
their due recognition in our Constitution. 

Thirdly, the Constitution makes it clear that the 
Constitution itself, not the President nor Parliament, 
is the highest authority in the land. Within this con
stitutional schema the courts are granted a promi
nent role. Our courts and those who work in them 
now find themselves on the centre stage. They will 
also be important players in making the 
Constitution work. 

We must accordingly expect that the spotlight 
will focus on the legal profession, and its capacity 
to fulfil its broader role. In this regard there are 
some notable challenges facing the profession. 
Foremost amongst these will be making the legal 
system affordable and accessible, and making the 
profession more representative of the country's pop
ulation. I have every confidence that the legal pro
fession, including the Bar, will meet this challenge. 

Yours sincerely, 

NELSON MANDELA 
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