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In dealing with the last four of the twen
ty families who have provided father 
and child to the South African Bench, 
one goes from the Transvaal to the 
Eastern Cape, from the Eastern Cape 
back to the Transvaal and, finally, to 
Natal. 

The last four families are the Ludorfs, 
promised for the last article but edited 
into this one, the Cloetes, the Jorissens 
and the Friedmans. 

00000 

The Ludorfs 

Joe: ready wit and outspoken 
The Ludorfs are not as thoroughly 
Eastern Cape as the previous Eastern 
Cape families, having begun in the 
Transvaal. Mr Justice Joseph Francis 
(Joe) Ludorf was born in Pretoria in 
1913 to an attorney father who had been 
a boer prisoner of war in St Helena. He 
was educated at King Edward VII 
school, Johannesburg, Pretoria Boys' 
High School, and Christian Brothers 
College, Pretoria. In 1933 he obtained 
his BA degree at the University of 
Pretoria, majoring in psychology. He 
began work in the depression, in 1934, 

as an employment officer in the 
Department of Labour. At the same 
time, he was the superintendent of a club 
for unemployed youths. Before 1936, he 
obtained his LL.B degree by extra-mural 
study. In 1936 he was admitted as an 
advocate and began to practise at the 
Johannesburg Bar where the Afrikaans 
representation was small. His legal 
career was colourful. During his time at 
the Bar he was active in politics, being a 

member of the executive of the 
Herenigde Nasionale Party (the prede
cessor of the present Nasionale Party) 
and standing for Parliament against 
Smuts in Standerton in 1943. During the 
Second World War he represented peo
ple brought before the courts under the 
Emergency Regulations and people such 
as Netherlanders and Germans affected 
by compulsory military service and 
deportations. He was on the death list of 
the Ossewa Brandwag because he was 
thought to have been a traitor. He was 
also leader for the defence of Robey 
Leibrandt. While at the Bar, he married 
Tokkie van Hees, whose father, A S van 
Hees, had defended Jopie Fourie. 
Having taken Silk, he acted on the bench 
of the Transvaal Provincial Division 
from 1952 and was permanently 
appointed during 1955. During 1973, 
after suffering a heart attack, he was 
given leave by the State President to 
retire for health reasons. In that year, 
writing in Huisgenoot, he attacked legis
lation to abolish the right to appeal to 
the courts against censorship decisions 
of the Publications Control Board on the 
ground that it was part of "the process of 
erosion of the authority of the Supreme 
Court". Universally known as "Joe" he 
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reckoned that at one time or another he 
had given judgement against at least 
fifty Government Ministers. He also 
presided at the trial of the Johannesburg 
Station bomber, Harris. In 1979, the 
Johannesburg Society of Advocates 
refused him membership, so he began 
practising as a Senior Counsel outside 
its membership. He also promised a 
three-volume autobiography, which 
would not be published before his death 
as it was defamatory. In 1982, he died, 
of cancer, at the age of 68. He was a 
popular person because of his ready wit 
and outspokenness. A colleague at the 
Johannesburg Bar described him as 
down to earth with a fund of stories and 
as a brilliant raconteur. 

Joseph: down to earth 

His son Mr Justice Joseph Francis 
Ludorf, was born in Johannesburg in 
1938. He attended the Jan Cilliers 
Primary School and the Linden 
Hoerskool where he was Head Boy and 
a sprinter in the athletics team. He 
matriculated in 1954 and obtained his 
BA degree from the University of 
Pretoria. While studying for his LLB 
degree at the University of the 
Witwatersrand, he was the Latin Master 
at Athlone Boys' High School in 
Johannesburg. He then prosecuted for 
about two years in the Johannesburg 
Regional Court. He was admitted as an 
advocate at the end of 1964 and began 
practising at the Johannesburg Bar the 
following year. Silk came in 1983. He 
acted on the Transvaal Bench from 
April 1986 and was sworn in as a Judge 
of the Division later that year. In 1987 
he transferred to the Eastern Cape 
Division. At the Johannesburg Bar, he is 
remembered as down to earth, as a 
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raconteur of some note and as a person 
with outdoor leisure interests. The order 
in which he gives his interests is, first, 
raising a family, then deep-sea fishing 
and diving, interests which are catered 
for by Port Elizabeth where he lives. 
The Eastern Cape Bar regards him as 
having a plain and business-like 
approach to matters before him, never 
calling a spade by an euphemism, but 
from which an appreciation of the 
humorous is not absent. 

The Cloete's 
Dante: interest in community 
affairs 
The last of the Eastern Cape Judges to 
give a son to the Bench is Mr Justice 
Johannes Dante Cloete. Judge Cloete 
was born at Lady Grey in 1917 where he 
attended school, finishing at Lady Grey 
High School. Going on to Rhodes 
University College, he qualified in 1941, 
with distinctions in every subject, and 
began to practise at the Johannesburg 
Bar in 1942. From 1943 to 1946 he was 
Director-General: Supplies, at Grahams
town. He returned to practise at the 
Johannesburg Bar until 1954, and trans
ferred to the Eastern Cape in that year. 
Having taken Silk in 1955, he was 
appointed to the Eastern Cape Division 
Bench in 1964, becoming Judge
President in mid-1976. 

He was secretary to the General 
Council of the Bar from 1948 to 1952 
and Chairman of the Witwatersrand 
Central School Board from 1950 to 
1953. He was also organising Secretary 
and later Chairman of the Witwatersrand 
Branch of the United Party. 

From 1956, he was the leader of the 
Eastern Cape Bar. Taking a strong inter
est in community and University affairs 
he served on the New Albany Board and 
as a trustee of the United School Trust. 
He was Chairman of the Rhodes 
University College Council and was its 
representative on the University Senate 
for twenty years, on his retirement being 
awarded an honory LLD. He was also 
President of Convocation. He was a 
trustee of the Rhodes University 
Foundation Trust and the 1820 Settler 
Memorial Trust and Vice Chairman of 
the Kingswood College Council. He was 
a short, broad man, said to be courteous 
in Court, who, on his death in January 
1994, attracted letters from many people 
outside the legal profession in 
Grahamstown who he had met, dealt 

with and assisted. One of his main inter
ests was gardening, he being able to 
make anything grow well. He was also 
interested in bowls, photography and 
woodwork. During the course of each 
year, he entertained the Side Bar, the 
Bar and the Bench to successive func
tions at his house. 

Thomas: Rhodes scholarship 

While Mr Justice J D Cloete was in 
Johannesburg, his son, now Mr Justice 
Thomas Dante Cloete, was born in 1948. 
After the move to Grahamstown, he won 
a major open scholarship to and attended 
St. Andrews College where he matricu
lated in 1965 with distinctions in Latin 
and History. Having obtained a BA 
degree at Rhodes University in 1968, 
with a distinction in English, he was 
awarded the Rhodes scholarship to 
Oxford University where he took his 
BA, which he converted to an MA 
degree, during the years 1969 to 1972. 
Returning to Grahamstown, he was 
Registrar to his father while attending 
Rhodes University where he obtained 
his LLB degree, cum laude, in 1974. In 
1975 he, with his brother, who is now in 
the Foreign Service, was admitted as an 
advocate by a Bench including his 
father, and he began to practise at the 
Johannesburg Bar. He took Silk in 1989 
and on 15 December 1991 he was 
appointed a member of the Transvaal 
Bench. While at school he was captain 
of the shooting team, which feat he 
repeated at Rhodes and Oxford 
Universities, receiving his colours at 
Rhodes University and a half-blue at 
Oxford University. He now plays the 
occasional game of squash. 
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The Jorissens 
The Jorissens are the only case of a 
father succeeding his son to the Bench. 

Samuel: academically learned 
lawyer 

The son was Mr Justice Samuel Gerhard 
Jorissen, who was born at Kamperei
land, Netherlands, in 1857, to Edouard 
Johan Pieter Jorissen, a Minister of the 
NH Kerk, whose father and grandfather 
had also been Ministers . He was 
schooled in Groningen, and, after his 
parents had left for the Z.A.R. in 1875, 
became a doctor of laws in 1800, his 
thesis being entitled Uitgewerkte 
opmerkingen over twee vraagstukken 
van volkenrecht. He was then trained in 
Delft for the East-India service, but 
instead emigrated to the Transvaal in 
1881. There he became an advocate and 
attorney at Potchefstroom, but practised 
in partnership with Dr F E Thobias in 
Pretoria from 1882 to 1886, acting in the 
place of his father as State Attorney 
when his father travelled overseas. In 
1886, he was made Commissioner of the 
Westerlike Distrikshof. In the same year 
he succeeded Burgers J as the second 
Criminal Judge of the Z.A.R .. In 1887, 
during the dispute over the right of the 
Court to test the validity of legislation, 
he disagreed with Chief Justice Kotze 
who believed in the right of the Court 
to test the legislation. The result of this 
was that the Government gave him 
instructions to rewrite the constitution 
of 1858, his version being approved by 
the Volksraad in 1889. It is said of him 
that as an academically learned lawyer 
he was a great support to some of his 
less schooled colleagues and thus influ
enced the improvement of the jurispru

dence of Z.A.R.. In 1887, he married the 
daughter of ex-President Burgers, the 
marriage unfortunately being childless, 
and he died from malaria in September 
1889. 

Eduard: vigorous and 
colourful 

Mr Justice Jorissen's father, Mr Justice 
Eduard Johan Pieter Jorissen, was a vig
orous and colourful figure. He was born 
in Zwolle, Netherlands, in 1829, the son 
and grandson of Ministers in the NH 
Kerk. After going to school in Zwolle, 
he studied theology at the 
Ryksuniversiteit of Utrecht from 1849. 
From 1854 to 1868, after he qualified, he 
was Minister to the Congregations at 
Kampereiland, Broek in Waterland and 
Groningen. He wrote seven religious or 
philosophical books before 1868, but 
resigned his Ministry in 1868 to become 
editor of the Provinciale Courant in 
Groeningen and a member of the Ci ty 
Council. In 1875, he published two more 
books he had written, completed his 
doctorate in Theology with the thesis 
Kerk en Staat, met President T F 
Burgers then in Holland recruiting staff 
for the new Pretoria State Gymnasium, 
and accepted a lecturer's post in 
Classics. On arrival in Cape Town, he 
decided his philosophical and theologi
cal views were a bar to him becoming 
irlVolved in Transvaal educational 
affairs. Changing direction, he read De 
Groot's Inleiding, Van der Linden's 
Handboek and Van Leeuwen's Rooms
Hollandsch Recht on his way to Pretoria, 
and, in 1876, passed the attorneys exam
ination, controlled by a board not itself 
competent in the legal field and accepted 
a post as Attorney-General. He drafted 

Martial Law and the Transvaal 
Constitution of 1877, presumably in 
conjunction with his son as both are 
credited with this drafting. He had an 
outspoken and low opinion of the 
Transvaal Bench, and was involved in 
politics, opposing Shepstone, siding 
with President Burgers, during the 
annexation of the Transvaal, but was 
irresolute and lost favour with the anti
annexers. After that he also lost favour 
with the British Administration and was 
dismissed as Attorney-General in 1878. 
Then, as a member of the Executive 
Council of the restored Government, he 
worked to restore the independence and 
sovereignty of the Transvaal. In 1881, 
he was re-appointed Attorney-General, 
advised the Government on a concession 
to operate a mint, drew up regulations 
for the Supreme Court, acted temporari
ly as Chief Justice, and, as Chairman of 
the Railways Commission, advocated a 
rail link with Delagoa Bay. He also 
advocated the establishment of a Dutch 
bank, with Dutch capital, to reduce 
dependence on British capital, but ran 
into opposition from people who 
believed that there should be a National 
Bank, controlled by Afrikaners and 
founded on Afrikaner capital so as not to 
have a strong Dutch influence in the 
Transvaal. In 1883 he went to Europe 
for medical reasons. He and Chief 
Justice Kotze did not like each other 
and, while he was away, he was dis
missed as Attorney-General because of 
his inadequate legal training. Dr W J 
Leyds was appointed his successor. 
Having lost his influence, he returned to 
practise as an advocate. In 1890, and a 
year after the death of his son, he was 
appointed a Criminal Judge of the 
Supreme Court. In 1894, he published a 
codification of the laws of the Transvaal, 
gaining himself an honorary doctorate. 
His influence temporarily. revived after 
the Jameson raid, after which he advo
cated drastic action against the invaders, 
but on Kruger's instruction he had to 
draft the "forgive and forget" proclama
tion of 1896. He is described as a man of 
intelligence and determination, but self
assertive, outspoken and uncompromis
ing. In his last years on the Bench, he 
showed lack of self-control so that on 
one occasion in 1897 it was suggested 
that he should be dismissed. Having lost 
his wife, in 1890, he returned to the 
Netherlands for good in 1907 and died 
in 1912. His other son, H C J orissen, 
became Vice President of the South 
African Reserve Bank. 
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The Friedmans 
Joseph: kind to juniors 

Returning to the Natal judges, Mr 
Justice Joseph Jacob Friedman was born 
in Kimberley in 1905. He attended 
Christian Brothers College in Kimberley 
and then the University of Cape Town 
where he gained the LLB degree at the 
end of 1928. In 1929, he joined the 
Kimberley Bar where he practised until 
1940. He left Kimberley with the 
Kimberley Regiment in 1940, later 
being transferred to Durban as Judge 
Advocate for Natal in 1943. He left the 
army as a major, in 1946, and immedi
ately began to practise in Durban. He 
took Silk in 1949. It is said of him that, 
as an advocate, he was not easily satis
fied that all stones had been turned, so 
that he was long in research, that his 
library, maintained by his spinster sister, 
was always fully annotated, that he had 
sound judgement and that he was kind to 
junior members of the Bar. From 1951 
to 1953 he was President of the Council 
of the Natal Jewry and Vice President of 
the South African Jewish Board of 
Deputies. He was the Chairman of the 
Society of Advocates of Natal in 1963 
and 1964. He acted as a Judge on the 
Natal Bench in 1956, 1959 and 1963. He 
was appointed permanently to the Bench 
in 1964. On the bench, possibly because 
of his extensive earlier researches, he 
was quick and to the point, but also a 
good listener who was courteous. He 
retired in 1974. 

David: almost always right 
The younger Friedman, Mr Justice 
David Bertil Friedman was born in 

OCTOBER 1994 

Kimberley in 1935. Moving to Durban 
with his family, he attended Durban 
High School, where he was in the debat
ing team, and then Cape Town and Natal 
Universities. He qualified in 1957 and, 
in 1958, went to the Bar, taking Silk in 
1971. As Counsel, he was generally 
recognised to have been almost always 
right. He is said not to have been a 
Counsel who wasted his clients' money, 
in that he was able to judge a proper set
tlement accurately. A very large man 
with a dark complexion, Grecian fea
tures and huge black eyebrows, he had a 
massive bass voice. For this, he was first 
named "the Golden Greek" and later 
was known by his colleagues as 
"Stavros". He was a very quick worker. 
He was appointed to the Bench in 1977. 
One of his colleagues on the Bench, 
described him as being able to reduce 
the most complicated problem to a sim
ple question, usually of fact. It may be 
added that he did this in double quick 
time. While he could be impatient with 
Counsel who argued what he thought 
was the wrong point, his instinct was to 
assist litigants to resolve their problems. 
Thus his Motion Court usually lasted a 
very short time, the bulk of the orders 
being granted, any problems raised 
being substantial and fatal, and he dis
posed of cases very quickly. One of the 
questions frequently heard in his Court 
at the end of a submission was a mas
sive, bass "So what?", thus demolishing 
the submission as a non-sequitur. He had 
a special interest in tax and presided in 
the Tax Court. In 1988, he resigned from 
the Natal Bench saying publically that it 
was for personal reasons and that he did 
not wish to elaborate. He now lives in 

Beverley Hills, in Los Angeles, works 
for a group which owns properties 
throughout the world, which group he 
advises on the acquisition, management 
and disposal of the properties and tax, 
being knowledgeable about the taxation 
systems of a number of countries. His 
departure from the Natal Bench is reck
oned, amongst practitioners, to have 
been the loss of a valuable member of it. 

o 0 0 0 0 

What has appeared in this series of brief 
sketches is material gathered and sum
marised from articles, items and stories 
which have appeared in the South 
African Law Journal, the THRHR, the 
Dictionary of South African Biography, 
the Suid-Afrikaanse Biografiese 
Woordeboek, Bench and Bar of the 
Eastern Cape by George Randell, Tilt 
the Sack by the Hon. C P Bresler, Not 
the Whole Truth by the Hon. F N 
Broome, Law, life and Laughter, Legal 
Anecdotes and Portraits collected by 
Ellison Khan, various volumes of Who's 
Who of Southern Africa an unpublished 
document kept at the Natal Society 
Library called Judges of the Eastern 
Cape, by an author whose name the 
writer cannot find and the Diocesan 
College Magazine, the archives of the 
South African Library, the Pretoria 
News, the Cape Times, the Argus and the 
Natal Witness, and conversations with 
people who knew or know the subjects, 
and some of the subjects themselves. It 
is hoped that the sketches are tolerably 
accurate and that all fathers and their 
children have been included. There are a 
number of names which appear twice or 
more times on the list of Judges who 
have been appointed ' in the various divi
sions since the early days of the Cape, 
for example, there are eleven De 
Villierses, seven Steyns, four Kotzes, 
four Solomons, four Bothas, three 
Strydoms, and three Beyerses as well as 
many names which only appear twice, 
but, as far as can be ascertained, no 
more fathers and sons. If there are, the 
writer would like to hear about them. 
Finally, the writer would like to thank 
his brother Brian (now Judge in the 
TDP-Ed.), who, as a member of the 
Editorial Committee of Consultus, origi
nally blackmailed him into writing this 
series of articles which have proved to 
be a most interesting task, not only from 
the point of view of what has gone into 
it, but from the point of view of what 
has had to be excluded. 0 
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