
shortly before his interview at the 
Judicial Service Commission and 
his patent apprehension far out
weighed the whiter shade of pale 
which many of you display before a 
Didcott Motion Court. 

Pius Langa and I are about the 
same age. He left school after 
Junior Certificate and became a 
learner/sorter in a clothing factory. 
He completed his Matric by corre
spondence and after the clothing 
factory was liquidated he lost his 
job and became an interpreter/ 
messenger in the Magistrates' 
Court at Impendle. He became an 
interpreter/clerk, a senior clerk, he 
again studied through correspon
dence with the University of South 
Africa, became Prosecutor, 
Magistrate, a pupil at the Bar, an 
Advocate, a Silk, and is now a 
member of our first Constitutional 
Court. When I compare his strug
gle with the relative ease with 
which we privileged few followed 
our chosen careers, one stands back 
in admiration of his breath-taking 
success story. Pius is blessed with 
modesty, an enormous decency and 
a winning wry sense of humour. I 
wish to prophesy that he will make 
a significant and worthy contribu
tion to the Constitutional Court. 

Our friend, Vuka Tshabalala, 
who cannot be present with us this 
evening through illness, has been 
appointed to the Ciskei Bench. His 
is a story of personal triumph over 
personal tragedy. After the murder 

INAMUNDELL 
Administratiewe Beampte 
van die Jobannesburg-Balie 

'n Raakvatter en organiseerder dui send, 

of his wife he brought up six young 
children as a single parent but also 
found time for a great deal of com
munity service. He served on edu
cation committees, was National 
Chairman of the YMCA and partic
ipated in the administration of foot
ball, boxing and athletics. A con
siderable portion of his practice in 
recent years has been in the Eastern 
Cape and he will take to the Bench 
a wide experience of people and 
also, we are sure, his unrivalled 
sense of humour. 

Our Chairman, Hassen Mall 
has at long last made himself avail
able for permanent appointment. I 
am personally delighted because 
together with the late John Milne 
we were instrumental in persuading 
him to accept an acting appoint
ment when, with afterthought, one 
recognises the time was inoppor
tune. He faced the community 
controversy at his acting appoint
ment with fortitude and courage 
and we are delighted that his deci
sion is now met with acclaim. He is 
polite and hard working, warm and 
friendly and I think many of us 
have had the opportunity of enjoy
ing his company. He is a most 
interesting and stimulating person 
with an incredible knowledge of 
Gandhi, whose life has no doubt 
contributed to Hassen's gentle 
nature. His is a well deserved and 
well earned appointment and we 
wish him well 

To say farewell to Douglas 

Judge Douglas Shearer 

Shearer, after 28 years on the 
Natal Bench, longer than any other 
incumbent, is a sad moment. 
Douglas and I have been close per
sonal friends for over 30 years and 
share a love of the thoroughbred 
racehorse and the high C of "Di 
quella pira". He is a superbly cul
tured person and a gentlemen in 
every respect. He triumphs at 
whatever he turns his attention to 
- a single figure golfer, a superb 
bowls player and today a cultivator 
of stunning roses. He is blessed 
with an enormous intellect and the 
record shows his contribution to 
liberal values in Natal. He is a man 
completely without prejudice, he 
has never discriminated against 
anyone and his patience and tolera
tion made every appearance before 
him a pleasure. It is sad to say 
goodbye to him but we wish him a 
long, happy and fruitful retire
men~' 0 

Haar pos by die Balie behels letterlik 'n honderd-en-tien 
pligte. Sy is verantwoordelik vir die gladde verloop van die 
kantooradminstrasie, en met 'n skrale personeel van vyf 
behartig die span 'n reuse taak. Sy is verantwoordelik vir die 
aanstelling van pro Deo-advokate vir sake in dieen iemand wat 
Hooggeregshof, en moet soms spring om onmiddellik 'nwerklik op harde werk floreer - dis nou Ina Mundell, die 
advokaat te vind om met 'n saak aan te gaan. Administratiewe Beampte van die Johannesburg-Balie wat 

Die inname van pupil le, die reeling van die lesings, so byna twee jaar gelede by haar voorganger, Chris Angel, 
eksamens en gereelde kontak met die pupille totdat hulle die leisels oorgeneem het. 
geslaag het en aanvaar is as volwaardige lede, is ook haar 
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portefeulje. Sy woon 
verder alle vergader
ings, insluitende die 
Bal ieraad-vergader
ings by en hanteer alle 
administratiewe werk 
voortspruitend 
daaruit. 

Ina is 'n 
skakel tussen die baie 
afdelings in die Balie, 
en haar BA-graad in 
geesteswetenskappe 

het beslis bygedra tot goeie menseverhoudings. 
Ina was voorheen die sekretaris van die SA Nasionale 

Raad vir Blindes en daarna die maatskappysekretaris van 
die SA Munt, albei baie uitdagende poste. 

Sy is ook na ure baie bedrywig: haar man is 'n pastoor 
met 'n groot gemeente, en daar is feitlik nie 'n aand of 
naweek wat nie talle verpligtinge inhou nie. Sy bespeel ook 
die orrel in die kerk en hanteer die damesvergaderings. 

Ina was van skooldae af baie sportief. Sy swem graag, 
speel tennis en is 'n baie entoesiastiese tafeltennisspeler. 

HHKRONSON 
6th Floor, Innes Chambers 
Still going strong after 73 years' service 

I was 17 and working in a country store in the small Free 
State town of Rosendal when I read in a three-day old copy 
of The Star that a group of advocates in Johannesburg 
required a male shorthand writer/bookkeeper. I left immedi
ately for Johannesburg and two days later I was interviewed 
by the Chairman of the group, Charles Frampton Stallard 
KC, who was also the leader of the Bar. On 1 July 1922, I 
started work. 

1922 was the year of the great general strike by thou
sands of miners and many others. The city was brought to 
a virtual standstill for the period the strike lasted and as 
there was no transport, I walked to and from the office to 
Hillbrow, where I lived. 

The two ringleaders of the strike, Taffy Long and anoth
er whose name I do not recollect, were arrested. At their 
trial on a charge of sedition they were defended by Stallard 
who was a brilliant advocate. AS Welsh, father of another 
distinguished member of my group years later (Rex Welsh), 
prosecuted and in spite of all Stallard's efforts, the accused 
were found guilty, sentenced to death, and subsequently 
executed. The law in those days was not as lenient with 
criminals as I am afraid it is today. 

Stallard left the group to become Minister of Mines in 
Smuts's cabinet and the leadership passed in turn to Phillip 
Millin QC, afterwards appointed to the Bench, then to Oscar 
Rathouse QC, Norman E Rosenberg KC and Rex Welsh 
QC, who served in that capacity until his death two years 
ago. Today Clive Cohen SC is the leader. 

When I started, there were, if my memory serves me 

rightly, about 60 members of the Society of Advocates. 
Today that number has grown to 525 members! And the 
fees have also grown! In 1922, the junior's fee for a con
sultation lasting 30 minutes was three guineas increasing to 
five guineas if it lasted an hour. Now-a-days junior counsel 
can charge as much as R500,00! And they talk of inflation 
of 10%! 

(This was checked with an actuary who advises that at 
actual rates of inflation in South Africa 5 guineas in 
1922 is the equivalent ofR530 today. - £d.) 
During the years I have been with my group, the Bar 

has moved four times. First from Sauers Building in Market 
Street, then to Old Corporation Building in Rissik Street 
(subsequently demolished and rebuilt into the structure 
which stands there now). We later intended to move to His 
Majesty's Building in Eloff Street, then under construction. 
This was during the Second World War in 1947. However, 
the ship from Britain carrying the elevators for the building 
was torpedoed and sunk by enemy action. This necessitat
ed a temporary move to Empire Building and there we 
stayed for about four years before His Majesty's Building 
was finally completed and we could move in. 

In 1960, the Johannesburg members of the Bar moved 
into our present premises, Innes Chambers, which thankful
ly has been my last move. Innes Chambers was not big 
enough to accommodate the ever increasing numbers of 
members and now the Society has acquired two more build
ings - Schreiner Chambers and Colman Chambers. 

Among the many that I can recall, two incidents will 
always remain uppermost in my mind. Firstly, Charles 
Stallard achieved something which is given to very few - he 
lived to be 100 years old and on his birthday he gave an 
enormous party on his farm outside Johannesburg. 

He was then Honorary Colonel of the Transvaal 
Scottish Regiment and the magnificent pipe band honoured 
him with a march past, giving a stirring rendition of "The 
Land of the Brave". It was a truly great occasion. 

Secondly, there was the 
death of Judge Millin. 
Ironically, he was presiding at 
a reference in court to an 
advocate named WA Currie 
who had passed away. The 
packed court was horrified 
when he suddenly, in the midst 
of his address, turned pale and 
slumped forward in his chair. 
A doctor, who happened to be 
present, rushed to his aid, but 
he was already dead. 

I suppose its something of 
an achievement to have com
pleted 73 years of service with 
the same " firm " and like 
Johnny Walker I am still going 
strong! 
Ps. 	 This reference to "Johnny Walker" is undoubtedly to "Johnny 

Walker Blue Label" - Clive Cohen SC 
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JUNEWEBBER 
Administrative Officer of the Cape Bar 

June VVebber joined the 
Cape Bar on 1 November 
1976 when the then presi
dent of the Cape Bar 
Council, Gerald Friedman 
SC, the present Judge 
President in Cape Town, 
employed her as secretary to 
the Council. She has been a 
pillar of strength to the 
Cape Bar ever since. 

Since 1976 June has 
worked with 12 presidents 
of the Bar Council, plus 20 
honorary secretaries and 20 
honorary treasurers. In this 

time the Bar has grown from 100 members housed on some 
of the floors in Huguenot Chambers, to approximately 270 
members? occupying all of Huguenot Chambers plus sever
al floors m the Old Burger Building. 

Today June is th.e Administrative Officer of the Cape 
Bar and wIth her solId secretarial training, vast experience 
and managerial skills she is well-qualified to be the first 
person to hold this position. With a staff of three she still 
ensures that the administrative wheels of the Cape Bar keep 
rolling smoothly. 

. June is the mother of two grown-up daughters. She was 
chaIrperSO? of the Executive Secretaries' Club for many 
~ears and m 1986 she was regional finalist in the competi
tIon for Secretary of the Year. She is a board member and 
past president of the Waterfront Rotary Club. 

MISS KRIMHILDE LEERS 
Stalwart of the Cape Bar 

Ther~ is. no-o?~ ~t the Cape Bar or on the Bench in the Cape 
ProvmcIaI DIvIsIon who does not know Miss Krimhilde 
Leers. Her association with the Bar and its members goes 
back many decades. Acquiring Elias Typing Services in 
~ 957, she started doing typing work for the Bar, then housed 
m Temple Chambers, the Board of Executors building. She 
remembers working in the office next to the chambers of (as 
he t~en was) the young Gerald Friedman, now our Judge 
PresIdent. 

Miss Leers recalls that advocates in those days never 
ty~ed pleadin~s directly for the Court. Their typed or hand
wntten pleadmgs were submitted to their instructing attor
neys, who had them typed or retyped and returned to coun
sel. Counsel proofread the pleadings, corrected all errors, 
and. sent them back to their attorneys. The final typed 
copIes were then returned to counsel for signature. 

All her typing was done on a manual typewriter. Carbon 
paper was inserted if copies were required. She remembers 
t~at Sam Aaron and Martin Theron (later Theron J) were the 
fIrst two advocates to have dictaphones. The early dicta
phone was a huge box-like instrument, nothing like the 
s~all sleek pocket dictaphones of today, she says. All dic
tatIOn was ~one in pe.rsona, with Miss Leers sitting in 
chambers wIth the partIcular advocate, taking everything 

down in shorthand or snelskrif. Jaap de Vos (who later 
?ecame De Vos J), however, did all his dictating "straight 
~nto t~e typewriter" she always had to carry her typewriter 
mto hIS chambers and type all his dictation directly into it. 

S.he fondly remembers Graeme Duncan QC, whom she 
descrIbes as the finest gentleman she has met. He dictated 
the shortest opinion she was ever asked to type: "In my con
sidered opinion the answer to the question posed is in the 
~ef?ative". ~he also remembers an opinion she typed for a 
JUnIor, workmg with Graeme Duncan QC as his leader. The 
junior wrote a draft opinion concluding: "Our answers to 
the three questions posed are (1) Yes (2) Yes (3) No". 
Graeme D.uncan, h~ving received the draft from his junior, 
thanked hIm for hIS hard work and indicated that he had 
?rought a~out a f~w minor changes, but otherwise the opin
IOn was fme. MISS Leers typed the revised version now 
reading: "(1) No (2) No (3) Yes". ' 

. W.hen the Bar moved to Unitas building in the 1960s, so 
dId MISS Leers. She remembers Werner Vivier J, then still 
new to the Bar, asking one of the receptionists her name. 
M.rs. Canterbury, came the reply. "Yes", asked Werner 
VIVler a~ain, "but what is your name?" "Mrs Canterbury", 
was a~~m the ~nswer. "I und~rstand that, but what is your 
name? persIsted the questIOner. The reply remained 
unchanged. As he walked away completely frustrated, Mrs 
Can~erb,!ry wispered to Miss Leers: "I'm not going to have 
a chIld lIke that call me by my first name !" 

Dr Erwin Spiro was the most organised and meticulous 
counsel for whom she ever worked. Phillip Schock se 
(late: Schock J) had the worst handwriting. Jan Steyn often 
:eqUIred her to come in very early in the mornings for typ
mg work, and always had a cup of tea ready for her on her 
arrival at his chambers. 

When the first photocopiers became available on the 
market, Elias T?,ping Services soon acquired one such piece 
of mode:n eqUIpment. Advocates who wanted copies made 
gave theIr documents to Miss Leers, who then had to devel
op each copy by placing it in a wet tray and hanging it up 
to dry. .~uch to her amusement, she was often required to 
type opmIOns or heads of argument for counsel on opposite 
sides of the same matter. 

After the Bar moved to Huguenot Chambers, Miss 
Leers set up her office on the 10th Floor, where she still 
w?rk~ today, m.anaging the pro Deo, In Forma Pauperis, 
CIrCUIt and AmICUS Curiae cases. Being involved with the 
Common Room catering, she wishes that more members of 
the Bar would attend the tea sessions. 

She shares a house in Tamboerskloof with her sister and her 
beloved Doberman Pinscher, Wandrahm Jenna of Cerberus 
show on the accompanying photograph with her proud 
owner. 
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