
Although Deneys practised at the 
Johannesburg Bar for almost his 
entire professional career, his roots 
were always in the Cape. His great 
grandfather, Sir John Molteno, had 
been the first Prime Minister of the 
Cape. It was from him that Deneys's 
second name was derived. Deneys's 
father, Arthur Faure Williamson, who 
eventually graced the Appellate 
Division, had practised at the Cape 
Bar from 1922 until 1940. 

,And so in August 1977, Deneys 
left Johannesburg and returned to 
Cape Town where he joined the Cape 
Bar. He was very soon briefed in 
heavy civil cases. One of these was 
Euroshipping Corporation of 
Monrovio v Minister of Agriculture 
and others 1979 (2) SA 1072 (C). 
Another was List v Jungers 1979 (3) 
SA 106 (A). 

In 1979 he was appointed as a 
judge of the Cape Provincial Division, 
a position which he held until his 
death. 

Deneys was an unassuming man 
of imposing stature. He had a won
derful nature: he never lost his tem
per; he was softly spoken, had a dis
arming smile and was always calm, 
collected and unruffled. These attrib
utes, together with his outstanding 
intellect, made of him a highly talent

edjudge. 
He was assigned many difficult 

and contentious criminal cases. 
These he handled with tact and fair
ness that was apparent to everyone 
concerned. It was therefore not sur
prising that he gained the respect of 
the accused, the prosecution and 
members of the general public. One 
such case was The State v Mpetha and 
others which began in March 1981 
and went on until June 1983. Another 
well-known case in which he presided 
was the private prosecution in what 
was popularly referred to as the 
Trojan Horse case. 

Much as Deneys was devoted to 
the law, he had other consuming inter
ests as well. His main interest 
throughout his life was rock climbing 
and general mountaineering. He was 
an active member of the Mountain 
Club of South Africa which he joined 
at the beginning of 1944. He was a 
member of both the Transvaal and 
Cape Town sections of the Mountain 
Club and was a past chairman of the 
Transvaal section. As a mountaineer 
he went on a number of first ascents 
ofpeaks in the Western Cape. He was 
also part of the party that first 
climbed the main waterfall at the top 
of the Groothoekkloof near De 
Doorns. His climbing was, however, 

not confined to the Western Cape. 
There is hardly a mountain range in 
South Africa that Deneys has not 
climbed. 

Anoth~r sport that claimed 
Deneys's attention during the eighties 
was board sailing. He was a familiar 
figure at Sandvlei and Zeekoevlei 
with his wetsuit and his sailboard. 
Deneys was a great lover of nature. 
He was an expert on the flora ofTable 
Mountain and knew the names of 
every plant and flower that is to be 
found on Table Mountain. 

Deneys was a very religious per
son. He was a warm person with a 
friendly disposition. On the Bench he 
conducted himself with great dignity, 
but off the Bench he was sometimes a 
very informal person. 

Deneys's last illness was a pro
tracted one which first manifested 
itself in April last year. Throughout 
this period he insisted on continuing 
with his judicial duties and persistent
ly refused to apply for sick leave. 
Even at the end he was determined to 
leave no unfinished work. He dictat
ed his last outstanding judgment to 
his secretary at his hospital bedside a 
few days before he died. The typed 
judgment was signed by him in hospi
tal and delivered by a colleague on his 
behalf. 0 

JUDGE BRYAN O'DONOVAN 


B ryan O'Donovan was born in 
Johannesburg on 26 May 1915. 

He was the son of Alice Blake and 
George Clarke O'Donovan. His 
younger brother, Michael, who now 
lives in Harare, was a war pilot and 
was awarded the Polish Cross for 
bravery. 

Bryan went to Parktown Boys 
High School. He lost both parents at 
the age of 15, and he paid for his uni
versity studies by working as a judge's 
clerk during the day and studying at 
night. He obtained his B.A. (Hons) in 
Philosophy at the University of the 
Witwatersrand, and his LL.B at the 
University of South Africa, the 
youngest student ever to graduate 
with a Law degree. 

After graduating he went to 
England where he was admitted to the 

Middle Temple. Shortly before World 
War 11 he moved to Kampala, 
Uganda, to join an uncle, Dennis 
O'Donovan (a solicitor) and practise 
Law. He had many friends including 
Basil Sebley and the Kabaka, an 
influential African leader. 

When the war broke out he joined 
the 7th King's African Rifles and 
served in Ethiopia, Somalia, 
Mauritius and Madagascar. He was 
assigned to the DJAG, the judicial 
branch of his regiment. 

While stationed in Madagascar 
he met his future wife, Genevieve 
Barbier, the eldest daughter of Dr 
Georges Barbier, a medical doctor 
and Marguerite Barbier, a gynaecolo
gist. They had emigrated from 
France, fearing the start of another 
war. 
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After the fall of France and the 
division of the country in two, Mada
gascar had joined Marechal Petain's 
regime. The British troops were sent 
to occupy the island but there was lit
tle conflict as the Free French forces, 
who were already active, took over. 
Genevieve had joined the Free French 
Army as a volunteer trainee officer. 
Her brother Paul had already returned 
to France as a volunteer Liaison 
Officer and was wounded in action. 
Bryan, a major in the army at the time, 
met Genevieve in Tananarive, the cap
ital (now Antananarivo). Shortly after 
he was sent to Nairobi, Kenya, and a 
year later Genevieve took the last 
plane to leave the "Red Island" to join 
her future husband in Kenya. They 
married in 1945. 

After a few years working as an 
advocate in Nairobi, Bryan decided to 
join a law practice in Dar-Es-Salaam, 
Tanzania (then Tanganyika:), where 
his daughter Shela was born 1950. 
The family returned to Kenya in the 
early fifties and Bryan started practis
ing law independently. His son, 
Patrick, now an attorney in 
Johannesburg, was born there in 1956. 
Bryan became a Queen's Counsel in 
1958 and practised successfully as a 
barrister. His law practice took him to 
England, Japan and then Rhodesia to 
defend his clients. In 1966, the fami
ly moved to France, staying for a year 
in a flat on the edge of the forest of 
Ville d'Avray. The children attended 
the English School of Paris, at Croissy 
along the Seine. In 1967 Bryan 
returned to the land of his birth. He 
was admitted to the Johannesburg Bar 

III 1967. The family lived in 
Bryanston. 

He became a Senior Counsel in 
1969. In 1972 he revised the 4th edi
tion of Mackeurtan's book on the Law 
of the Sale of Goods in South Africa. 
In the late seventies he gave lectures 
on Income Tax at RAU and at Wits 
University. 

He appeared in several well
known and controversial cases and in 
1980 he was elevated to the Bench. 
One of his judgments in particular, 
Rikhoto v East Rand Administration 
Board & Another 1983 4 SA 278 (W), 
he personally regarded as a major 
decision and felt that it placed him 
were he truly belonged, amongst the 
libertine judges. After retiring from 
the Bench in 1985, he worked as an 
Acting Judge until 1992. 

Bryan was a positive and opti
mistic man with a talent for extracting 
the essential point from a mass of 
complex detail. 

He had a great love for antiques, 
paintings, music (throughout the war 
he carried some records of 
Beethoven's symphonies and a primi
tive record player) and rare books. 

He also enjoyed energetic and 
sometimes risky sports such as polo, 
sailing and snow skiing, to which he 
was still addicted at the age of seven
ty six years. 

OBITUARY BY THE HON MR 
JUSTICE NM McARTHUR 
Bryan O'Donovan served on the 
Bench of the Transvaal Division of the 
Supreme Court of South Africa from 
1981 until he eventually left in 1993. 
He was a courteous Judge who never 
badgered counsel or witnesses. His 
modesty as well as his ability earned 
the respect of his colleagues as well as 
the members of the Bar and his skill in 
writing judgments which were short 
and to the point was both admired and 
approved. 

His practice at the Johannesburg 
Bar was wide and varied and he was 
considered a successful and sound 
commercial lawyer. On the Bench 
this experience was to stand him in 
good stead and he showed great apti
tude in the diversity of the work he 
was required to deal with. 

Whilst he was on the Bench he 
displayed qualities of being an all
rounder and he dealt with civil as well 
as criminal matters. In the latter part 
of his career he was mainly concerned 
with criminal matters although he 
never lost his interest in the civil side. 
Many of his judgments are reported 
and they cover different fields such as 
income tax, intellectual property, 
labour law and others. 

He made a significant contribu
tion to the law as he was an original 
thinker with an ability to express him
self clearly and succinctly. Coupled 
with all this he had a deep sense of 
justice and these qualities are to be 
found in his judgments, many of 
which were approved by the Appellate 
Division. 0 

WILLlAM OSHRY QC 


On 9 July 1995, in his 89th year, 
Willy Oshry died. He was one of 

the last Senior Counsel at the South 
African Bar whose Letters Patent 
were signed on behalf of the Queen. 

Born at Benoni, Willy Oshry 
attained the BA degree and thereafter 
the LLB degree cum laude at the 
University of the Witwatersrand 
whereafter he served articles with 
Ludwig Japhet, himself a colourful 
member of the legal profession. 
Oshry came to the Bar in February 
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1929 and took Silk on 2 November 
1951. On the same day Silk was con
ferred on the late Bram Fischer QC. 
He became an extremely busy junior 
with a wide and varied practice, main
ly in commercial matters. Possibly 
because of his interest in horse-racing, 
he was briefed often in matters to do 
with gambling and in reviews of 
Jockey Club decisions. However, 
with a versatility which has become 
increasingly rare at the Bar, as a junior 
and as a silk he appeared in criminal 
cases, insolvency matters, Rents Act 

cases, Customs and Excise matters, 
bills of exchange cases and indeed in 
cases which covered the whole spec
trum of legal business. In the years 
1947 to 1970, his name as counsel 
appears in about 150 reported cases, 
many of them leading cases. 

A big man with large features, his 
countenance was sufficiently intimi
dating to overawe an uneasy witness. 
There is the story of a litigant who 
rushed to settle when there was point
ed out to him the advocate by whom 
he would in the ordinary course be 
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