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cross-examined. 
Particularly in his later years he 

was not one of those advocates whose 
forte was meticulous preparation. But 
in court he was quick of wit, shrewd 
in his assessment of witnesses, formi
dable in cross-examination and logi
cal and forceful in argument. 

In 1933 he married Isabel 
Schlapobersky and there were two 
children of his marriage. His wife 
died in 1973 after a prolonged illness 

whereafter he became less active in 
the courts. Yet, in 1985 he appeared in 
the matter of Holzman v Standard 
Bank Limited, an important case in 
regard to the standard of care required 
of a customer of a banker; in 1987 he 
appeared in the matter Totalisator 
Agency Board, OFS v Livanos to deal 
with the question of whether a trans
action with a Totalisator Agency 
Board was contra bonos mores; and 
on behalf of General Neethling in the 

court of first instance in his action for 
defamation against The Weekly Mail 
& Others. 

Unhappily in 1993 William Oshry 
sustained a back injury as the result of 
a fall, whereafter he retired from 
active practice. He is survived by his 
two children, four grandchildren, two 
adopted sons and his brother, Alex, a 
well-known Johannesburg attorney. 
To them we extend our sincere condo
lences. 

ANTON MOSTERT se 


T he Johannesburg Bar recently 
mourned the passing of Anton 

Mostert. Michael Kuper SC, the 
Chairman of the Johannesburg Bar, 
delivered the following eulogy: 

"The story of Anton's life should be 
told and retold, for it is the story of a 
man who served Justice, it is the story 
of great courage and of high morality 
and it is the story of a man whose wit 
and whose warmth lit up the lives of 
others. 

He was born with great gifts; gifts 
whose mere possession would have 
marked him out from other men. For 
he had the gift of a piercing intelli
gence; the gift of a charismatic pres
ence, and the gift of a determined 
will. In Anton those gifts were soft
ened by great charm; by a consuming 
curiosity in all that was about him, 
and by the sheer exuberance with 
which he lived each day. 

It is unsurpnsmg that from the 
first Anton chose a life in the law and 
it is unsurprising that he excelled in it. 
The practice of the law requires exten
sive knowledge and analytical skill 
and that he had in abundance; it calls 
for clarity of exposition, and in that he 
was perfect; it calls for a marshalling 
of the facts as they are, and not as one 
would wish them to be and to that task 
he brought a sober realism and often a 
dry chuckle. 

First impressions are vivid and I 
can see him now as I first saw him 
perhaps 30 years ago. I was a judge's 
clerk, new to the Courts and I was 
watching in some confusion and much 
awe the daily panorama of Justice. 
One day in a dry courtroom given 
over to a procession of technical mat
ters, I chanced to see and hear Anton. 
He stood quite still with something of 
a military bearing; his voice was soft 
and clear and he proceeded to layout 
an argument which so illuminated the 
issue that it ceased to be argument and 
became a masterly exposition; his 
address was at once scholarly and col
loquial; it was all a compelling mix 
and for that moment the Court and all 
who were in it sat transfixed. One 
could not hear him without knowing 
that this was one of the outstanding 
figures of the Bar. And yet, I remem
ber best of all, that as the Judge left 
the courtroom, Anton turned to a col
league and without pause or break, 
but in a voice which now quivered 
with enthusiasm said: 'Ah, yes but if 
you are asking for the true Boer recipe 
and the proper way to cook it, well let 
me tell you how ... .' 

At the time of which I speak 

Anton was already set in a career path 
of outstanding distinction. It was a 
path which had begun when he sat the 
Attorneys' Admission Examination at 
the age of 18 and was then awarded 
the Transvaal Law Society prize for 
the best student in the Transvaal. His 
Bachelor of Commerce Degree and 
his Bachelor of Laws cum laude duly 
followed. He commenced practice as 
an attorney but it was inevitable that a 
man of his talents would heed the call 
to the Bar which he joined in 1965. 
Within seven years, a dramatically 
short period, Anton received his 
Letters Patent as Senior Counsel. 
Within two years after that, in October 
1974, he was elevated to the Bench. 
As a young man then he had scaled 
the heights of his profession. But 
Anton was never merely a brilliant 
cipher with no mind or beliefs of his 
own; young though he might be there 
was firmly and fully fixed in him an 
independence of thought, an integrity 
of mind and a firmness of belief with 
which none might trifle. 

Thus far public life had been 
sweet; he had reached great heights on 
his own merit and without the need 
for compromise. The brilliance of his 
intellect was recognised both by his 
peers and by the Government of the 
day; his opportunities were limitless. 

And then came that moment of 
confrontation that was to transform 
his life. It was not a confrontation that 
he sought; but it was one that he 
would not avoid. In 1977 he was 
appointed to head a Commission of 
Enquiry into Foreign Exchange and 
International Tax evasion. His inves
tigations led him directly to wide-
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spread Government corruption, to a 
scandal that would rock the State. The 
Government made every attempt to 
suppress the evidence which he had 
gathered; it sought somehow to bully 
or cajole him into silence. No doubt it 
was thought by lesser men and by men 
who could not understand him that 
Anton could be persuaded to suppress 
and confuse his sense of duty by some 
meretricious call to patriotism or by 
some cynical call to expedience. 

In November 1978 Anton made 
public the evidence which he had 
gathered: 'In such matters public 
interest is paramount and is usually 
best served by frank disclosure. Only 
reasons of great cogency will cause 
suppression or secrecy to be preferred 
to disclosure. I do not find such 
cogency in emotional appeals unsup
ported by valid considerations. I have 
therefore decided to make the evi
dence available to the Press. In doing 
so I believe I have made a contribution 
to a clean administration.' 

Nearly 20 years has passed since 
those momentous events. We see now, 
more clearly than we could then, the 
full effect of what he had done. We 
know that what he called 'a contribu

tion to clean administration' was 
more, far more, than that. He tore 
open the secret and corrupt underside 
of Government and he affirmed in 
dramatic terms the highest traditions 
of the judiciary. In so doing he was 
true to himself and to his own ideals; 
he was true to the higher values of the 
Afrikaner community which he loved 
so well and which he knew deserved 
to be served by truth and not by lies; 
by morality and not immorality, with 
courage and not in fear. And above all 
he was true to a South African nation 
struggling to be born, a nation that 
would require above all else a legacy 
of judicial independence, a legacy of 
courage and a legacy of integrity. He 
has bequeathed it all; he has set firm 
and immovable the example to which 
another generation of Judges and gen
erations yet to come will aspire. 

And after that Anton came back 
to the Bar. The storm which had burst 
about him did not trouble him. He 
was content to have paid a personal 
price to secure the moral stability of 
the institutions of State; he had no 
regrets for he could not have done oth
erwIse. 
Again he set himself to practise the 

Juta prize for contributions to 

1. 	 The prize will consist 
of R500 of Butterworth 
books, local or over
seas, to be selected by 
the winner. 

2. 	 A panel of advocates 
nominated by the edito
rial committee will con
sider contributions for 
the prize and award the 
prize. 
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Butterworths Professional 
Publishers (Pty) Ltd offers 
an annual prize for the arti
cle containing the most 
useful and best motivated 
law reform proposal. 

law with the skill and dedication and 
the enthusiasm which always so 
marked him. There was hardly a large 
case or a matter of the first moment in 
which his services were not required. 
He had a little time nonetheless to 
indulge his love of education by con
tributions of permanent worth to the 
universities and now, I think, he began 
to speak more and more of the wife 
whom he adored and of his sons in 
whose achievements he took such 
pride. For him his family was the 
rock, the refuge and the comfort; it 
was the source of his strength. 

Frederick and Chris, you will 
teach your children who will come 
and the children of their children that 
they are descended from Anton 
Mostert and that they are therefore 
descended from one of South Africa's 
great sons. 

Joan, try if you can to take com
fort in the warmth of the love in which 
he was held. Our memory of him will 
serve as our inspiration; you will find 
his name spoken always whenever 
men name those whose lives have dig
nified us all." 0 

3. 	 The decision of the 
panel will be final. 

4. 	 Queries and correspon
dence should be 
directed to: 
The Editor, Consultus 
Advocates' Chambers 
Momentum Centre 
343 Pretorius Str 
Pretoria 0002 

Tel: (012) 322-1511 
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