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New judges Natal Provincial Division 

PHILIP Maurice Meskin SC has been 
appointed as ajudge of the Natal Pro

vincial Division from 1 August 1996. He 
was born in Johannesburg and matricu
lated at Parktown Boys' High School in 
1951. He obtained the degrees of BA 
(1954) and LLB (1957) from the Uni
versity of the Witwatersrand and joined 
the Durban Bar in March 1958. He was 
appointed senior counsel in August 1976. 
He has been in continuous practice as an 
advocate since 1958, apart from a short 
period in 1981 when he was articled to 
an attorney. When he returned to prac
tise as an advocate in the same year, he 
returned as a junior counsel. The ruling 
of the Bar Counci 1was that by becoming 
an attorney he had lost his status as sen
ior counsel. He was again appointed sen
ior counsel in January 1989. 

VIVIENNE Niles-Duner SC has 
been appointed as a judge of the 

Natal Provincial Division with effect from 
1 August 1996. She was born in Johan
nesburg and matriculated at Waverley 
Girls' High School, Johannesburg. After 
working as an articled clerk in Johan
nesburg from 1969 to 1971, she relocated 
to Durban in 1972, working as an articled 
clerk and continuing her law studies part
time. She obtained the degrees of BProc 
(1973) and LLB (1975) at the University 
of Natal and was a junior lecturer at the 
law faculty from 1974 to May 1976. 

She commenced her pupillage at the 
Durban Bar in 1976 and started to prac-

Judge Meskin has written extensively on 
legal topics, his principal areas of legal 
interest being insolvency law and com
pany law. He has been involved as co
ordinating editor, editor and author of 
several major practitioner works includ
ing Henochsberg on the Companies Act 
and the SA Encyclopaedia ofForms and 
Precedents. He has also lectured part
time at the University of Natal in com
pany law and other subjects. 

He was at one time honorary secre
tary ofthe Bar Council, Society of Advo
cates of Natal. He is active in Jewish 
religious affairs. His hobbies and inter
ests include philately, watching rugby and 
cricket, listening to music and directing 
and acting in theatre. 

He is married to Padigail Delville and 
they have three children. W 

tise as a member on I December 1976. 
She took silk in January 1994 and was 
the fu·st woman practising at the Natal 
Bar to be awarded such status. She was 
also the first woman to be elected to the 
Bar Council of the Society of Advocates 
of Natal. 

Judge Niles-Duner's interests outside 
the field of law are vruied. She is a Dame 
de la Chaine des Rotisseurs and was a 
member of the International Wine and 
Food Society, Durban Chapter, from 1988 
lmtil 1994. 

Her main recreational activity is trav
elling. She plays tennis and squash and 
is an avid sports spectator. W 

Transvaal Provincial Division 


GERALDINE Anne Borchers has 
been appointed a judge of the Trans

vaal Provincial Division from Septem
ber 1996. She matriculated at Rustenburg 
Girls' High School, Rondebosch, Cape 
Town, and subsequently obtained the 
BComm (1966) and LLB (1969) de
gree at the University of Cape Town. 
She worked as prosecutor and sub se

quently state advocate in Cape Town, Jo
hannesburg and Pretoria between 1970 
and 1977 until her appointment as sen
ior advocate in the Commercial Branch, 
Johannesburg, in 1977. 

She joined the Johannesburg Bar in 
1983 where she was elected as secretary 
of the Bar Council for the Legal Aid Bu
reau in 1992 and assistant honorary sec-

Judge Philip Meskin 

Judge Vivienne Niles-Duner 

Judge Geraldine Borchers 
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