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at Rhodes University 
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Origins: 1904 - 1917 

I
N 1904, the year in which Rhodes 
University College (as it then was) 
was founded, the Council decided to 

establish "a Professorship of Law and 
Jurisprudence".1 "[T]here is great need", 
it said, "for the scientific and philosophic 
teaching of law. It is remarkable that 
nothing of the kind has yet been insti
tuted in South Africa".2 

In the following year Professor WA 
Macfadyen was appointed and became 
South Africa's first full-time Professor of 

Law.3 Born in Scotland and brought up 
in Manchester, he was a graduate of Ox
ford and in 1899 had been the first stu
dent to be awarded an LLD by the 
University of the Cape of Good Hope. 
Before his appointment he had co
authored, with SH Barbour, a translation 
into English of book IV of part I of Simon 
van Leeuwen's Censura Forensis and had 
advised Sir Alfred Milner on educational 

matters. He played an important role in 
the foundation of the Society of Advo
cates. A man of infectious enthusiasm, 
he could see a great complex of sports 
fields (where they now are) in what was 
then a piece of waste land where, when 
he and the Professor of Botany went to 
look at it after rain, all that the Professor 
ofBotany saw was "a dismal quagmire".4 
Small though the University College 
was,s two of the students in his time, OVF 
Sampson and FG Reynolds, were to be

come Judges, the latter subsequently be
coming a judge of appeal. 

In 1911 Professor HG Lewis, a gradu
ate both of the University of the Cape of 
Good Hope (a purely examining and de-
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gree conferring body) and of Cambridge 
succeeded Professor Macfadyen and re
mained until 1917 when he resigned to 
practise at the Bar. 

Consolidation: 1918 -1959 
No full-time appointment was made af
ter Professor Lewis retired until 1923 
when Adv Grant McKerron who, with 
others, had previously lectured part-time, 
was appointed as a full-time lecturer. In 
1928 he was promoted to the chair, the 
first to hold the position as professor for 
a good number of years. He was the only 
full-time member ofstaff until 1941 when 
Adv HP Sampson was appointed as a lec
turer. Professor Grant McKerron was a 
graduate of the University of Edinburgh 
and of the Cape of Good Hope. Like 
Robin McKerron whom he was instru
mental in persuading to come to South 
Africa6 and who was to occupy the chair 
from 1955, he focused his attention par
ticularly on the law of delict. He retired 
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at the end of 1944. 
Professor Grant McKerron was suc

ceeded in 1945 by Professor Ben Beinart, 
a graduate of the Universities of Cape 
Town and London, remembered for his 
friendliness, his dedication to his subject, 
and his translations of the works of Ro
man-Dutch writers.7 Professor Beinart 
has been described by one of his students, 
now a judge, as "a very jovial charac
ter", a rare distinction, but one shared 
with Professor Macfadyen who has been 
described as "genial, sympathetic and hu
morous".8 

After Professor Beinart left to go to Cape 
Town in 1950 Adv HP Sampson, who had 
previously been a lecturer and then a sen
ior lecturer, was promoted to the chair. He 
had been a student at Rhodes from 1908
1910 and went as a Rhodes Scholar to Ox
ford where in 1913 he obtained a BA (Hons) 
Jurisprudence and was a Rugby Blue. M
ter War Service he was called to the Bar 
both in London and in South Mrica. 

Between 1954 and 1955 there was a 
complete change of full-time academic 
staff. At the end of 1954 Professor Samp
son retired and Sir Charles Cumings and 
Adv KFJ Schwietering resigned, the 
former to take up an important position 
in Rhodesia as it then was and the latter 
to go to Stellenbosch where he subse
quently became a professor. At the be
ginning of 1955 Professor RG (Robin) 
McKerron was appointed to the chair and 

the writer9 and Adv JG Paterson were 
appointed as lecturers. 

Professor RG McKerron had taken 
an MA in Classics at the University of 
Aberdeen obtaining the Fullerton > 
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Scholarship in Classics, and at Oxford 
a BA (Hons) Jurisprudence and a BCL, 
both in the first class. At Oxford too he 
was awarded the Vinerian Scholarship 
"the mark of highest distinction"lO and 
won the Bacon Prize for Constitutional 
Law ahead of Ivor Jennings, later Sir 
Ivor Jennings, whose book on Constitu
tional Law was to become a standard 
work. Subsequently, when Professor 
McKerron's book on The Law ofDelict 
had become a standard work, he was 
awarded a DCL. Already acknowledged 
as a distinguished academic, I I with his 

usual energy he set about re-arranging 
the curriculum and syllabi and per
suaded senate that the changes were ur
gently needed. Delict was his prime 
concern, and Roman Law and Contract 
were among his preferences. 

In the same year (1955) Professor H J 
Chapman was appointed as the frrst Dean 
ofStudents. He was an Old Rhodian who 
had been Professor ofHistory at Fort Hare 
and had obtained his LLB from UNISA 
in 1950, and been admitted to the Bar in 
1951. Entirely voluntarily, as it was not 
part of his duties, he lectured from 1955 
to 1968 on Constitutional Law much to 
the benefit of the FaCUlty. The Univer
sity conferred the degree of LLD honoris 
causa on him in 1979. 

Adv LH Copeland QC was ap
pointed in 1958 as a Senior Lecturer. 
He had studied at Rhodes where he was 
said to have been one of the best fly
halves the University has ever had. 
Awarded a Rhodes Scholarship in 1925 
he read for the BA (Hons) Jurispru
dence at Oxford. On his return he prac
tised as an attorney in Johannesburg 
and was then called to the Bar in 
Grahamstown in 1931. 

The link with Fort Hare 
1951 -1958 
When Rhodes University College be
came Rhodes University on 10 March 
1951 the South African Native College, 
later to become the University of Fort 
Hare, was affiliated to it. The move had 
the G;onsent of both institutions. The ar
rangement worked satisfactorily.12 Af
filiation was terminated in 1958 by the 
then government against the wishes of 
both Rhodes and Fort Hare. 13 

A slow acceleration in 
growth: 1960-1979 

(a) 1960 - 1969 
There had been, as noted above, one full
time member ofstaff (except for the years 
1918-1922) up to 1941 and two from 
1941 to 1949. From 1949 to 1960 the 
norm was to be three, though during 
McKerron's temporary absence in Aber
deen in 1959 and 1960 there were only 
two. Then in 1961 Mr, later Associate 
Professor, RW Jones joined the staff 
bringing the number to four. He had stud
ied under Professor Grant McKerron 
when reading for his BA, LLB and had 
then continued his education at Oxford 
as a Rhodes Scholar where he graduated 
BCL. He had experience as an attorney 
(interrupted by his War Service) and in 
business and brought to the Faculty valu
able qualities it then lacked. Long before 
it became fashionable he sought to in
crease the practical component in legal 
education. His special interest in research 
was Jurisdiction. At the time a student's 
frrst introduction to law was through Ro
man Law I which had the benefit that 
students started with the foundations of 
the law and built on them later; but it 
had a reputation as a tough course. To 
ease their entry into their studies there 
has been, since, 1971, a course entitled 
"Introduction to the Study ofLaw". It was 
given in the beginning by Professor Jones 
and was greatly appreciated by students. 

Professor Robin McKerron retired 
at the end of 1968 and Professor R C 
Beuthin, who had graduated at the 
University of the Witwatersrand and 
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had been on the staff there, was ap
pointed as Dean and Head of Depart
ment and the writer was promoted to 
a second chair. An expert on Company 
Law, Professor Beuthin was paid the 
unusual compliment of having his in
augural address on "The Range of a 
Company's Interests" (( 196986 SAL] 
155) reprinted in full in Corporate 
Practice Commentator vol 11, No 4, 
1970, (and see Corporate Practice 
Commentator 1969-1970 Annual 
331). He was the author of the section 
on "Company Law" in the Annual 
Survey of South African Law from 
1966-1980 and his book on Basic 
Company Law was published in 1984. 
In 1983, for published work and a the
sis, he obtained by examination the 
LLD of the University of Natal. 

The number of full-time posts rose 
from four to five in 1969 and Mr (within 
a year his PhD thesis was accepted by 
London University) WHB Dean, a 
young graduate from Cape Town with 
great energy and an impressive voice 
who had been admitted as a solicitor in 
London, was appointed, his speciality 
at Rhodes being the law of delict. He 
returned to Cape Town in 1971 and was 
appointed Professor of Public Law 
shortly thereafter. 

(b) 1970 - 1979 
When Adv Copeland retired Mr ID 

Schafer who had graduated BA LLB at 
Rhodes, was appointed in 1972. He soon 
turned his attention to Family Law on 
which his doctoral thesis on "The Con
cept of Family Courts in South Africa" 
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submitted to Natal University was writ
ten. A professor since 1984 he has been 
asked, over a number of years, to advise 
the Government on the establishment of 
the office of Family Advocate and to as
sist in the drafting of the regulations gov
erning the office. His book on The Law 
ofAccess to Children is a standard work 
and he has contributed a chapter to 
Andrew Bainham and David Pearl Fron
tiers ofFamily Law 1992. He is the edi
tor of B utterworths Family Law Service. 
At the same time he has, ever since his 
appointment, maintained his interest in, 
and lectured on, the general principles 
of criminal law. From 1988 to 1996 he 
was Head of Department. 

In 1979 Mr MJ Oelschig, BL, LLB 
(Rhodesia), was appointed to the staff. 
He had many years of experience as a 
magistrate rising to the position of sen
ior magistrate in charge of Harare (now 
Mbare) magistrates' court. After gradu
ating from the University of Rhodesia he 
joined the staff of the University of Rho
desia in 1975 and for his last five months 
before coming to Rhodes was acting Head 
of Depattment. An expert on the Law of 
Evidence and Criminal Procedure, he is 
remembered by many students as one of 
their best teachers and as one who gave 
them a thorough grounding in his sub
jects which stood them in good stead 
when they began to practise. 

,Excursus A: a tribute to 
part-time lecturers 
One can but admire the willingness of 
staff members in the early days to 
shoulder great responsibilities. In 1906 
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when Professor Macfadyen was the 
only full-time member of staff the Uni
versity College offered tuition for the 
Law Certificate, LLB and LLD degrees 
(the latter not by thesis but by exami
nation) of the University of the Cape 
of Good Hope (as already mentioned, 
a purely examining and degree confer
ring body), and various Civil Service 
Examinations. In addition lectures on 
Commercial law were given. Having 
the full spectrum of courses to offer and 
few full-time members of staff the U ni
versity College and later the Univer
sity was indebted, as indeed at the time 
were most other universities, to part
time lecturers without whose assistance 
life would have been very difficult. For 
many years Rhodes was fortunate in the 
number of advocates willing to help. 
Mention may be made, in alphabetical 
order, of the following, all of whom 
subsequently became judges: NC 
Addleson, JD Cloete, AG Jennett, RJW 
Jones, DDV Kannemeyer (who had 
previously lectured full-time on his re
turn from Oxford where he had been a 
Rhodes Scholar), NE Leach, LS 
Melunsky (at the Port Elizabeth Divi
sion in 1964), TM Mullins and JW 
Smalberger. 

The years of expansion: 
1980 - 1996 

(a) At Grahamstown: 1980 - 1989 
The period 1980-1996 saw a great in
crease in the number of students and big 
changes in their gender and, latterly, their 
ethnic composition. Rhodes was at all 
times willing to, and did, accept all ap
plicants for places who were academi
cally qualified to come; but after the late 
1950s (cf above on the link with Fort 
Hare) some were prevented by the then 
government from applying. As regards 
numbers, in the final LLB there were less 
than ten until 1976 (in 1969 and 1973 
only two). These numbers may be con
trasted with the forty-two who qualified 
in 1995. The average number of those 
qualifying in the 1980s, was 24 and in 
the 1990s to date 33. 

There was a corresponding increase 
in the numbers of staff: six from 1980
1981, seven in 1982, eight in 1983-1986, 
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nine from 1987-1992 and ten since 1993. 
In addition to these teaching posts there 
is now a Student Legal Aid Clinic in the 
capable hands of Mr J Campbell BA, 
LLB (Cape Town) who, in addition to 
supervising students at the clinic, lectures 
the course on Legal Practice. Further, Mrs 
GE Davies BA, LLB (Rhodes) is the Law 
Specialist Lecturer in the Academic De
velopment Programme who, since 1987, 
has been assisting students to develop 
their academic skills and to integrate 
these into the study of law. 

To return to the teaching posts. In 
1981 Mr JD Haydock, BL, LLB (Rhode
sia), joined the staff after having been a 
magistrate, later a provoncial magis
trate in Zimbabwe. Known for his pen
etrating insights into problems brought 
to him for his discussion, or raised by his 
reading, he is a specialist in Company 
Law and Lease. 

Mr, later Associate Professor, MAK 
Lambiris, LLB (Hons) (London), who 
read for his degree at the University 
College of Rhodesia, joined the staff in 
1983. He wrote four computer pro
grammes which his students in Roman 
Law were required to work through. So 
far as I am aware this was the first time 
that computer assisted learning meth
ods were used in legal education in 
South Africa. His book, Orders ofSpe
cific Performance and Restitutio in In
teg rum in South African Law was 
published in 1989. He left in 1990 to 
become an Associate Professor and 
Reader at the University of Melbourne. 

Professor JR Harker read for his 
BCom and LLB (awarded cum laude) 

Prof Ben Beinart (1945 - 1950) 
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at the University of Natal in Pieter
maritzburg followed by an LLM at 
Harvard University in 1979 and a PhD 
at the University of Natal in 1982. He 
was Associate Professor of Law at that 
university until invited to start a Fac
ulty of Law at the University of Venda 
in 1983, becoming Professor of Private 
Law and Dean. For reasons relating to 
the health of a member of his family 
he was compelled to seek a post else
where and was appointed a professor 
at Rhodes in 1984. He is an expert in 
the Law of Contract and of Property. 
Before coming to Rhodes he had writ
ten the section on "Gaming, Wagering 
and Lotteries" in LA WSA vol 10 ed W 
A Joubert and both before and after 
joining the staff his articles and notes 
have appeared in the leading journals. 
In addition he is editor of the South Af
rican Constitutional Law Reports 
(SACLR). For the past six years Pro
fessor Harker has been Dean of the 
FaCUlty. 

Mr, now Professor, JR Midgley 
graduated BCom, LLB at Rhodes after 
which he became a public prosecutor 
in Durban and then state advocate in 
Pietermaritzburg. In 1981 he went to 
the University of Fort Hare as a Senior 
Lecturer, and accepted a similar posi
tion at Rhodes in 1984, being promoted 
to Associate Professor in 1991 and Pro
fessor in 1993. He was awarded a PhD 
by the University of Cape Town for a 
thesis which formed the basis of his 
book on Lawyers' Professional Liabil
ity published in 1992. Already recog
nised as an authority on Delict (he 
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revised the title "Delict" by JC van der 
WaIt in LA WSA, First Reissue, Vol 8 
Part I (1995) and is preparing a second 
edition of JC van der WaIt's Delict: 
Principles and Cases) he has had nu
merous articles and notes in journals 
published in South Africa and overseas. 
He is an expert also in Dispute Resolu
tion. 

Mr, now Professor, JG Grogan's ca
reer before joining the Faculty in 1987 
differed from that of most other mem
bers. Beginning as a newspaper reporter, 
he read for his BA and BA (Hons) de
grees at Rhodes from 1969- 1972 after 
which he returned to the newspaper 
world. He lectured at Cape Town on Po
litical Studies in 1974 before joining the 
Eastern Province Herald as its senior 
reporter, then political correspondent, 
then assistant editor. Thereafter he re
turned to Rhodes to lecture in Jour
nalism and Media Studies. Having 
graduated B luris, LLB (UNISA) he 
became senior lecturer in Law in 1987, 
the year in which he graduated LLM 
(Rhodes). He was promoted to Profes
sor in 1991, graduating PhD (Rhodes) 
in 1992 and is now Head of Department. 
His speciality is Public Law, in particu
lar Administrative Law and Labour 
Law. In the latter he has published three 
books, a revision of Riekert's Basic Em
ployment Law (1993), Collective Labour 
Law (1993), and in 1996 an updated 
combination of both of these under the 
title Workplace Law and many articles 
and notes. He is general editor of 
Butterworths Labour Law Reports and 
is on the editorial board of Employment 
Law. 

(b) At Grahamstown: 1990-1996 
Two new members of staff joined the fac
ulty in 1991, Mr GW Barker, and Mr 
BK Peckham. Mr Barker read for his 
BA at the University of the Witwaters
rand, for his LLB at the University of 
Natal (Pietermaritzburg), and was 
awarded an LLM cum laude at the Uni
versity of the North West, previously of 
Bophuthatswana, his dissertation being 
on "Inflation and the Law". He was ad
mitted as an attorney in 1979 and later 
as an advocate. He specialises in Me
dia Law and is one of the co-authors of 
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The South African Handbook of Mass 
Communication ed AS de Beer and JL 
van Schaik (1993). 

Mr BK Peckham worked in an ad
ministrative capacity for the Natal Edu
cation Department after graduating BA 
(UNISA). While so employed he read 
for his LLB at Pietermaritzburg. There
after he became public prosecutor in 
Pietermaritzburg and then joined the 
staff at the University of Venda in Janu
ary 1984 where he later became an as
sociate professor, Head of Department, 
and Dean of the Faculty. While there 
he completed his LLM which was 
awarded in 1986 by the University of 
Natal. An expert in Environmental 
Law and Jurisprudence he has contrib
uted sections in both Towards a Policy 
for Sustainable Forest Management in 
South Africa (1995) and The Land and 
Agricultural Policy Centre 's Water Law 
Group's submission to the Minister of 
Water Affairs on the revision ofthe Wa
ter Act (1995). 

In 1994 Mrs BJ Clark and Mrs L 
Meintjes were appointed. Mrs Clark 
had graduated BA, LLB (Rhodes), the 
latter with distinction in 1980. In 1982 
Mrs Clark obtained an LLM from Cam
bridge, her dissertation being on 
"Delictual Liability for Pure Economic 
Loss in South African Law". Having 
been admitted as an attorney she joined 
the staff ofthe University of Cape Town 
in 1986 where she rose to be a Senior 
Lecturer. She specialises in Family Law ' 
and is the author of the section in Fam
ily Law Service ed Professor ID Schafer 
on "Gender Issues" and a co-author of 

CONSULTUS, NOVEMBER 1996 138 



the forthcoming second edition of 
Boberg's Law ofPersons. 

Mrs L Meintjes graduated BIuris, 
LLB at the University of Port Eli za
beth. From 1983-1984 she lectured at 
the East London Division for two years 
and then practised at the Bar in 
Grahamstown where she is still an as
sociate member. She returned to the 
staff in Grahamstown in 1994. She is 
the author of the section in Family 

Law Service ed Professor ID Schafer 
on "Family Violence", and of the sec
tion on "Pre-trial Disclosure in Crimi
nal Cases: The Implications of Section 
23 of the Interim Constitution of South 
Africa" in New Trends in Criminal In

vestigation and Evidence ed JF 
Nijboer and JM Reintjes. 

The newest member of the permanent 
staff is Miss Lizelle van der Berg who 
was appointed this year. She read for her 
BA and LLB degrees at the University of 
Stellenbosch and followed that, while she 
was ajunior lecturer there, with an LLM 
cum laude in Constitutional Law in 1995. 
Her dissertation was entitled "Legislation 
against hate propaganda - a South Afri
can perspective". She specialises in con
stitutional law and is a co-author of a 
forthcoming book on Comparative Hu

man Rights. 

(e) At East London 
After considerable debate, during which 
the history of the Port Elizabeth Divi
sion 14 was borne in mind, the University 
established a division in East London in 
1981. The faculty most involved was that 
of Commerce which meant that there 
were classes in Commercial Law. Mr JD 
Haydock, in addition to his duties at 
Grahamstown, was responsible for Com
mercial Law I classes in the Law Depart
ment in East London, a task that involved 
his commuting to lecture there for two 
days a week. There were also part-time 
lecturers in East London. The Division 
has since grown considerably and Messrs 
DA Maree BA LLB (Rhodes) and J 
Cocks, BA (Rhodes) BProc (UNISA), 
now ably see to the needs of Commercial 
Law students there. Numbers have in
creased from 60 in the ftrst year and 11 
in the second year in 1982, to 98 and 44 
respectively in 1996. Mr Maree has a par-
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ticular interest in Contract and Family 
law, Mr Cocks in Family Law and Prop
erty. 

Legal literature for 
students and for the 
profession 1905 - 1996 
In the first half of the century there were 
few books suited to the needs of LLB 
students,1 5 so much so that a number 
of universities prescribed books writ
ten overseas. 16 Because there were so 
few suitable text books most lectures 
were given at dictation speed. Students 
took notes and looked up cases after
wards and made further notes. This was 
good training in mastering cases 
quickly. There were no photocopying 
machines then nor any computers nor 
facilities for the detailed "hand-outs" 

Associate Professor RW lones 
(1961 - 1978) 

that are often given now-a-days. In his 
day students referred to Adv LH 
Copeland as "Speedy" because he dic
tated faster than anyone else. 

The second half of the century has 
seen a great proliferation of books for 
students and the profession coming from 
many universities and the establishment 
of many new journals. The books solely 
written by, or co-authored by, Professors 
McKerron (the fifth and sixth editions 
of his Law of Delict were brought out 
while he was at Rhodes), Beuthin, 
Schafer, Harker, Lambiris, Grogan, and 
Midgley and Messrs Barker, Peckham 
and Mesdames Clark and Meintjes are 
mentioned above. Mention may also be 
made of the writer's books (in chrono-
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logical order of first publication): The 

Native Common Law of Immovable 

Property in South Africa (1953) and The 

Native Law of Succession In South Af

rica (1961) were later combined into The 

Customary Law ofImmovable Property 

and ofSuccession (now 3ed 1990); Law 
and lustice: A Christian Exposition 

(1963); The Principles of the Law of 

Contract (1 ed 1967, now 4ed 1989); The 

Law of Lease (1ed 1969); The Law of 

Agency (led 1972, now 3ed 1991); The 

Law of Sale and Lease (1 ed 1984, now 
2ed 1996 - this incorporates The Law of 

Lease); and two slender volumes of An 

Introduction to the Law ofContract (led 
1986, now 2ed 1994) for students of 
Commercial Law. The contribution 
"Sale" in LA WSA vol 24 and the one on 
"Customary Family Law" in Family Law 

Service ed Professor ID Schafer are by 
the writer. In addition to there being 
three editors on the staff (Professors 
Schafer, Grogan and Harker) many ar
ticles and notes in leading periodicals 
have come from the Faculty to which 
total virtually all members of staff have 
contributed. 

Former students have continued the 
tradition. Apmt from what has been re
corded above from the pens of Profes
sors Schafer, Grogan, Lambiris, and 
Midgley and Mrs Clark (all former stu
dents) the following books have been 
published: A Ashton Strategy in the 
Use ofIntellectual Property (1986) (co
author); TW Bennett The Application 

of Customary Law in Southern Africa: 

The Conflict of Personal Laws (1985), 

A Sourcebook of African Customary 

Law for Southern Africa (l991) (with 
the assistance of NS Peart), Human 
Rights and African Customary Law 

under the South African Constitution 
(1995); AA Granger Financial Serv

ices for Solicitors and Accountants 

(1990), Wealth Strategies for your 

Business (1996); BXP Harris Consti

tutional and Administrative Law (1989) 
(co-author); RB Mqeke lC Bekker: 

Festschrift ed PH de Kock and JMT 
Labuscagne (1995) co-author; B Pincus 
The Law ofCustody (1989) (co-author); 
AStQ Skeen Evidence (1983) (co-au
thor), Commentary on the Criminal 

Procedure Act (co-author); R van> 
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Deventer The Law of Construction 
Contracts 1993; SH Christie The La
bour Relations Act of1995 (consulting 
ed AA Landman (1996) (co-author».JS 
McLennan is a contributor to LAWSA 
vol 4 "Companies" (1982) and wrote 
the sections in Annual Survey ofSouth 
African Law on "Contract" 1969-1977 
and "Agency" 1968-1969. M Zlotnick 
has, since 1994, written the chapters 
on "Law of Agency" and "Mining Law" 
in the Annual Survey of South Afri
can Law. Dr AD Smith is Assistant 
Editor ofiuta sBusiness Law and a co
author in R Sharrock Hockly's 1nsol
vency Law 6ed (1996). Articles and 
notes have also been published by 
former students. Former staff members 
also continue the tradition. Adv FG 
Ritchings SC is the volume editor of 
volume 3 of LAWSA on "Civil Proce
dure and Costs" (1985). 

It can fairly be said that the staff and 
students of the Rhodes Law Faculty, 
though few in number compared to the 
other universities, have made a signifi
cant contribution to legal literature. 

The faculty library 
Roman law sources are well repre
sented in the Faculty library. Two be
quests, one from The Hon Mr Justice 
C Gutsche and the other from Dr MM 
Nolte brought many of the works of the 
Roman-Dutch writers and the statutes 
of the period to the university and there 
are two copies ofRJ Pothier's Oeuvres. 
Up to the 1960s library funds were very 
limited. Professor Beuthin's request to 
the Anglo American Chairman's Fund 
brought the happy result that the Fac
ulty received a very substantial dona
tion that enabled the library to be 
brought into first class condition. 

Successes of former 
students 
Many former students have practised 
or are at present practising as advocates 
or attorneys. Those who have been ap
pointed as judges are, in alphabetical 
order (appointments as Judge President 
and/or Judge of Appeal are indicated 
in brackets): NC Addleson, S Anwyl 
(nee Ritchie, the first woman student 
to graduate LLB at the University, now 

a circuit judge on the South Eastern 
Circuit in England), HJ Berker (Judge 
President of the South West Africa Di
vision 1983-1988 and Chief Justice of 
Namibia 1989-1992), JD Cloete on 
whom the university conferred the de
gree of LLD honoris causa in 1977 
(Judge President of the Eastern Cape 
Division 1976-1988), TD Cloete, AR 
Erasmus, JCR Fieldsend (first Chief 
Justice of the Zimbabwe Supreme Court 
1980-1982), JG Foxcroft, EWG Jarvis, 
AG Jennett on whom the university 
conferred the degree of LLD honoris 
causa in 1978 (Judge President of the 
Eastern Cape Division 1962-1976), 
RJW Jones, DDV Kannemeyer (Judge 
President of the Eastern Cape Division 
1988-1992 and, on occasion , Acting 
Judge of Appeal), FC Kirk-Cohen, LE 

Prof RC Beuthin (1968 - 1984) 

Leach, JVR Lewis (Judge President 
1977 -1982 of the court known succes
sively as the Rhodesian High Court, the 
Zimbabwe Rhodesia High Court, the 
Zimbabwe High Court and the Zimba
bwe Supreme Court),MR Madlanga 
(Acting, Transkei Division, March and 
August 1996), L Melunsky, S Miller 
(Judge of Appeal 1976-1985), AJ Milne 
(Judge President of the Natal Provin
cial Division 1982-1987, Judge of Ap
peal 1988-1993), L Mpati (Acting, 
Eastern Cape Division, June 1996), 
TM Mullins, JB Pitman, FG Reynolds 
(Judge President of the Eastern Cape 
Division 1954-1955, Judge of Appeal 
1955-1967) OVF Sampson, C Newton 
Thompson, G Wynne, CJ Waddington, 
and NW Zietsman (Judge President of 

the Eastern Cape Division 1992 to 
date) . 

A substantial number of former stu
dents have chosen to make their careers 
in commerce, amongst whom are Mr 
MJG Chapman, chairman and manag
ing director, BMO Nesbitt Burns In
ternational Ltd in London, a member 
of the Bank of Montreal Group of Com
panies, and a senior partner of Nesbitt 
Barns Inc in North America; Mr AR 
Evans, farmer, chairman of Rhys Evans 
Group (Pty) Ltd, director of The Stand
ard Bank of South Africa Ltd, and 
member of the University's Board of 
Governors; Mr JCL Gates, MD UAL 
Investment Planning Services; Mr AA 
Granger, a director of companies in 
Britain; Mr HS Herman, chairman of 
Investec Bank Ltd and a member of the 
University's Board of Governors; Mr 
A B McKerron, executive director, 
Anglo American Corporation and 
chairman of its New Mining Business 
Division; Dr PM Searle, recently retired 
from the position of chairman and MD 
of Volkswagen of South Africa (Pty) 
Ltd, now chairman of the University's 
Board of Governors, on whom the Uni
versity conferred the degree of LLD 
honoris causa in 1992; Mr RR Wan
less, MD Commercial Union of South 
Africa Ltd. 

Fewer have gone into public life. Mr 
JC Andersen was for many years a Cabi
net Minister in Zimbabwe. 

A number of former students are to 
be found in academic life, among those 
on the staff of universities other than 
Rhodes being Professors TW Bennett, 
A Dashwood, JS McLennan, J Oxland 
and AJ Rycroft; Associate Professors 
MAK Lambiris and AStQ Skeen; Or 
BXP Harris, Or RB Mqeke, Or AD 
Smith and Mrs SH Christie, GA Feltoe, 
EPD Glovovic, JC Robertson and ST 
Stewart. 

Four former students have, in addi
tion to their normal work, devoted them
selves to serving the University as 
Chairmen of Council, namely The Hon 
Mr Justice JD Cloete (1963-1976), The 
Hon Mr Justice NC Addleson (1979- ' 
1980), Mr LB Green (1990); and the 
Hon Mr Justice RJW Jones (1995 to 
date). 
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Conclusion 
When one thinks of legal education as 
a whole over the years 1904-1996 it is 
of interest to record how diverse have 
been the universities whose staff mem
bers or students have become members 
of staff at Rhodes. In alphabetical or
der mention may be made of Aberdeen, 
Buckingham, Cambridge, Cape Town, 
Durban-Westville, Edinburgh, Fort 
Hare, Glasgow, Harvard, Krakow, Lon
don, Minsk, Natal, North West, Oxford, 
Port Elizabeth, Rhodes, South Africa, 
Stellenbosch, Venda, Witwatersrand, 
and Zimbabwe. There has been move
ment too in the other direction, as is 
clear when one lists the universities at 
which staff and/or students of Rhodes 
have taught, amongst them: Aberdeen, 
Bond British Columbia, Cape Town, 
Durban-Westville, Fort Hare, Leicester, 
Melbourne, Natal, New South Wales, 
South Africa, Stellenbosch, Sydney, 
Transkei, Waikato, Wales (Aberyst
wyth), Witwatersrand and Zimbabwe. 

Endnotes 

1 It was the eleventh chair established, the 

others being (I) Mathematics; (2) Eng

lish, with Greek; (3) Latin, with Classi

cal Literature and Philology; (4) Modern 

Languages; (5) Philosophy and History; 

(6) Chemistry and Metallurgy; (7) Ap

plied Mathematics, with Physics; (8) 

Botany; (9) Geology; (10) Zoology. See 

Calendar of the Rhodes University Col

lege 1906, p 50 (Calendars are cited be

low merely as such with the year to which 

they refer). 

2 	 Calendar, 1906, 50. It is of interest to 

note that in 1906 fees for students were 

£5:5s per term, Special Law Classes 

£2: 1 Os. (Idem 55). 

3 This point seems to have escaped the no

tice of some writers. There were Profes

sors of Law at Cape Town before 1905 

but until the appointment of Professor 

George Wille in 1920 all were part-time: 

DV Cowen "The History of the Faculty 

of Law in the University of Cape Town 

1859-1959 - a chapter in the growth of 

Roman-Dutch law in South Africa" 1959 

Acta luridica I at 18, and "Taught law 

is tough law: The evolution of a South 

African law school" 1988 (51) THRHR 4 
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at 4-5. The point escaped also Melius de 

Villiers, "Legal Education in South Af

rica" (1918) 35 SAU 155 at 157. The 

first full-time Professor of Law at the 

University ofthe Witwatersrand was Pro

fessor R G McKerron who took up his 

appointment in 1926: See Ellison Kahn 

"In memoriam: Professor RG McKerron" 

(1973) 90 SAU 105. He was the only full

time member of staff until 1934: Ellison 

Kahn "The Wits Faculty of Law 1922

1989 A Story with a Personal Touch" 

1989 Consultus 103 at 105. 

4 RF Currey, Rhodes University 1904

1970 (1970) 44,174 (Currey). 

5 One final year LLB student passed in 

1906, two in 1907, and one in 1908. In 

1908, the first year for which a list is 

given in the Calendars: (see Calendar 

1909 p 105), there were 13 students do

ing legal subjects, the final year having 

only I. There were liS students (includ

ing the 13) in the University College as 

a whole. OVF Sampson was successful 

in the BA (Hons) Literature and Philoso

phy examination in 1907 (Calendar 

1912 p 189) and FG Reynolds in the fi

nal year LLB in 1910 (ibid 193) in which 

year there were 10 students reading Law. 

6 See Ellison Kahn "In memoriam: Profes

sor RG McKerron" (1973) 90 SAU 105 

at 105. I am informed that the two were 

not uncle and nephew but probably cous

ins, possibly not first cousins. 

7 	 See Essays in Honour ofBen Beinart vol 

I (1976 Acta luridica xv-xxv), and DP 

Visser "As durable as the mountain: The 

story of the Cape Town Law School since 

1859" 1992 Consultus 32 at 35-36. 

8 	CMA Bennett DSAB vol 3 (1977) 554. 

9 The writer read for his BA (UNISA) at 

Rhodes University College. After War 

Service he graduated LLB at the Uni

versity of the Witwatersrand. He was 

awarded an LLM in 1960 and PhD in 

1972, both by the University of Natal. 

He became a Professor in October 1968 

and was Head of Department from I 

June 1984 to 31 December 1987 and 

Dean of the Faculty from I June 1984 

to 30 June 1990. (The positions of Head 

of Department and Dean were separated 

from I January 1988.) On 8 February 

1993 he was appointed Senior Counsel. 

In 1995 the University conferred on him 

the degree of LLD honoris causa. 

FORUM 


10 See Ellison Kahn and "The Wits Faculty 

ofLaw 1922-1989 A Story with a Personal 

Touch" 1989 Consultus 103 at 104-105. 

J I Ibid. 

12 Currey 100-102, describes how a deci

sion by Natal University College to pro

mote legislation giving it independent 

status resulted in the appointment of a 

government commission to consider the 

future of the University of South Africa 

of which Rhodes was a constituent Col

lege. At 137 he says of the affiliation 

which had been done with the consent 

of both institutions: 

"The arrangement called for understand

ing, sympathy and tact, and for firmness 

too; and none of these had been lacking. 

By 1957 it was clear that a delicate op

eration which had been smoothly car

ried out, was now working welL" 

On the affiliation see The Rhodes 

University (Private) Act 15 of 1949 sec

tion 33. 

13Currey 137-138. 

14 On the history of this Di vision 1961

1964 see Currey 130-134, 143-154. 

15 AFS Maasdorp Institutes of South Afri

can Law (led 1903), RW Lee An Intro

duction to Roman-Dutch Law (I ed 

1915), G Wille and P Millin Mercantile 

Law ofSouth Africa (1 ed 1917), G Wi lie 

Principles of South African Law (1 ed 

1937), and W Pitman Criminal Law in 

South Africa (1940) were of value as in

troductions but too short for LLB stu

dents. FG Gardiner and CWH Lans

down's two volumes on South African 

Criminal Law and Procedure (I ed 

1917), JC Macintosh and C Norman

Scoble Negligence in Delict (1 ed 1926), 

JE de Villiers and JC Macintosh The 

Law of Agency in South Africa (1 ed 

1933) and Sir JW Wessels The Law of 

Contract in South Africa in two volumes 

(I ed 1937) were too long and detailed. 

16 Eg CS Kenny Outlines of Criminal Law 

(I ed 1902); E Cockle Cases and Statutes 

on the Law of Evidence (led 1907); and 

in Contract at various times and in vari

ous universities either F Pollock Princi

ples of Contract (1 ed 1876, in its 7ed in 

1902) or WR Anson Principles of the 

English Law of Contract (led 1879, in 

its 10 ed in 1903) or GC Cheshire and 

CHS Fifoot The Law of Contracts (I ed 

1945). W 
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