
whether the reconstitution of the Com
mission complies in all respects with 
the provisions of the new Constitution. 
I have written to the Chief Justice in 
this regard and he has undertaken to 
place the matter on the agenda for con
sideration at the next meeting of the 
JSc. 

Meetings of the GCB 
Executive 
Two full meetings of the executive of 
the GCB have been held since our last 
AGM. Although a meeting was provi
sionally planned to take place in April 
it was decided, after consultation with 
Bar chairmen that there were insuffi
cient items for discussion to warrant the 
expense of such a meeting. This is I 
think an indication both of the efficiency 
with which the national office is oper
ating and of the fact that there have been 
fewer matters of controversy affecting 
the Bar in the past year. 

International conferences 
Since the last AGM there have been four 
international conferences at which the 
GCB has been represented. Bertelsmann 
and I attended the Commonwealth Law 
Association conference in Vancouver in 
August 1996. I have reported on this 
conference to the executive and the pa-
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per which I delivered has been published 
in Consultus. 

The vice-chairman and I attended 
both the biennial conference of the IBA 
in Berlin in October 1996 and the coun
cil meeting of the IBA in New York in 
June 1997. The idea for an international 
forum for advocates and barristers was 
first mooted in discussions at the Berlin 
conference and brought to fruition at the 
New York meeting. 

In addition to these a delegation from 
the advocacy training committee at
tended the International Advocacy 
Training symposium at Greys Inn in 
London in January 1997. Attendance 
was funded largely by the ODA and in
dividual Bars. The symposium was a 
useful experience as was the participa
tion ofour trainers in a subsequent work
shop in Greys Inn for junior barristers 
on appellate advocacy. As a direct re
sult an appellate advocacy component 
is being introduced into the advocacy 
training programme. I hope that in due 
course it will be possible to extend this 
to junior advocates who have not been 
through that course. 

General 
As this is the last report which I will 
present as chairman of the GCB it is 
appropriate for me to make some gen-
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eral comment on the past three years. 
Whilst life has not always been easy 
going for the profession it has I think 
emerged relatively well from the proc
esses of change which have occurred in 
South Africa. The position remains that 
in the Bar's specialised fields of giving 
legal advice and the conduct of litiga
tion (including arbitration) we are the 
principal provider of these legal serv
ices. I remain optimistic that this will 
continue to be the case. 

From a personal perspective the past 
three years have been enormously chal
lenging and, whilst they have involved 
a considerable expenditure of time and 
effort, extremely satisfying. I wish to 
take this opportunity of expressing my 
thanks to all my colleagues throughout 
South Africa for the generous support 
which you have given me. Apart from 
those who have served in Bar councils 
throughout the country and as members 
of this executive I wish to say a special 
word of thanks to Michael Kuper and 
Peter Hodes who have served as my vice
chairmen and at all times provided me 
with enormous support, counsel and 
encouragement. If I have been able to 
achieve anything during the period of 
my chairmanship it has only been be
cause I have had such unequivocal sup
port from all concerned. W 

New chairman 


PETER Hodes SC was elected as new 
chairman of the Bar at the AGM of 

the GCB in July 1997. 
Peter Barrie Hodes was born in Port 

Elizabeth in 1941. He matriculated at 
Grey High School in 1958 and obtained 
the degrees of B Comm (1961) and 
LLB (1963) at the University of 
Stellenbosch. 

He joined the Cape Bar in 1964 (be
fore the days of pupillage) but read in 
chambers for three months with Harold 
Berman. He served for more than 14 

Peter Hodes se 
years on the Cape Bar Council (three 
times as chairperson) before stepping 
down from the Council in April 1997. 

Peter played cricket and rugby in 
earlier years and was for many years a 
very astute second division cricket cap
tain. In more recent years he has been 
an avid sports spectator, wine collector 
and theatre lover. He has also been ac
tive in local (Camps Bay) educational 
affairs. 

He is married to Liz and they have 
two children. W 
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