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Cape advocates visit 

Harvard Law School 

Contributed by Ben Griesel SC 
Cape Bar 

FOR three Cape Town members of 
the Bar it was "back to school" when 

they attended the 29th Program of In
struction for Lawyers at Harvard Law 
School during the past June court vaca
tion. After attending the 50th anniver
sary conference of the IBA in New York 
on 12 and 13 June, Peter Hodes SC 
(newly elected chairman of the GCB), 
Ben Griesel SC and Johan Mouton trav
elled to Boston to participate in the 
aforementioned programme during the 
following week. 

The programme, which is presented 
annually, is open to anyone who is li
censed to practise law. This year it was 
attended by approximately 600 lawyers, 
judges and law teachers from 45 coun
tries around the world. It comprises a 
series of lectures on a variety of subjects, 
of which participants could choose a 
maximum of four. The lectures, lasting 
an hour-and-a-half each per day for five 
days, were presented by some of the top 
Harvard law professors. This year it in
cluded topics such as recent develop
ments in constitutional law; civil 
procedure; history of American legal 
thought; international litigation in the 
USA; public and private international 
economic law; law, society and the 
Internet; environmental law and juris
prudence (no prior knowledge ofAmeri
can law is required). 

As an alternative to the series oflec-

Advocacy training news 

Lyn Ploos van Amstel 
Advocacy training co-ordinator, Durban 

Introduction 
The practical advocacy training pro
gramme is now in full swing at the six 
training centres established by the 

From left to right: Peter Hodes se, Ben Griesel se and lohan Mouton at the 
closing function at Harvard Law School. 

tures, various workshops were also pre
sented during the same period on top
ics including negotiation and mediation 
(basic and advanced). 

It was not all work and no play, 
though. After lectures there was sufficient 
time for socialising and sightseeing in 
and around the historic city of Boston. 
Two very pleasant social functions were 
arranged by the Law School: the first 
being held at the Harvard Faculty Club 
and a fmal send-off party, held on cam
pus at the conclusion of the programme. 
In addition, there was time to attend an 
exhilarating performance by the Boston 
Pops Orchestra as well as a baseball 
match between the famous Boston Red 
Sox, playing at their home ground, 
Fenway Park against the Philadelphia 
Phillies. (The Red Sox won by 12-6.) 

GCB's National Advocacy Training 
Co-ordinating Committee, namely Pre
toria, Johannesburg, Natal, Cape Town, 
Eastern Cape and Bloemfontein. The 

All three members agreed that the 
visit was a most enjoyable and stimu
lating one. Not only were they afforded 
the opportunity of meeting colleagues 
from all over the world, but the quality 
of teachers and the nature of the sub
ject matter were of the highest order. 

Members who are interested in at
tending future programmes may re
quest further information from the 
organisers at the following address: 

Program of Instruction for Lawyers 
Harvard Law School 
Pound Hall, Room 207 
1563 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge MA 02138 
Fax 091 (617) 496 2869 

or via their Website at: 
http://www.law.harvard/edu/Pro
grams/PIL W 

pupil group who commenced pupillage 
in August 1997 are now the fourth 
group of pupils to be going through the 
practical advocacy skills programme 
and the third group for whom this 
course has been a compulsory compo
nent of the overall pupillage pro-
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