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contibuted by Gordon Hartford 
Port Elizabeth 

Appointments to the 
Bench 

TH~RE have been several acting ap
pOIntments . 

Grahamstown: Andrew Lang SC and 
John Whitehead Se. 
Port Elizabeth: Richard Buchanan SC 
and Chris Mouton SC. 

Departures and arrivals 
Grahamstown: John Kincaid is back 
after a year's break in England. 
Port Elizabeth: 
Departures: Gregg Ally has been lured 
to the hinterland that is the Gauteng 
Education Department. 
Arrivals: Bruce Dyke and Roshan 
Pillay, both fresh from pupillage. Trib
ute is surely due to the skill with which 
our local Bar Council selects its mas
ters for pupils, Leon Schubart and 
Freek van Rooyen respectively in those 
happy examples, along with Marius 
Swanepoel for Erica Strydom, who 
was also successful but who has gone 
to London for a year where she will 
be caring for the aged, or "granny
bashing" as she decorously phrased it. 
Not for the first time the PE pupils 
secured a hundred percent pass rate. 
There is an impressive history of that 
kind of result here, unexcelled, I sus
pect, by many other Bars in the coun
try. That is one of those provocati ve 
remarks editors encourage, much as 
they solicit or write letters from "Out
raged!" or "Disillusioned!" to stir tor
pid columns. 

The Bar vs the Train 
'I am bound to mention the Train Race. 
Our team, perhaps sensing that it might 
not be at full strength, and suffering 
one or two pre-race setbacks, refrained 
from challenging attorneys. Whether it 

beat them this year has not been vol
unteered, and despite genteel enquiry 
remains obscure. On an inclement day 
the team showed its customary true glit 
and finished with honour. The same 
cannot be said for some of our shel
tered youth, whose lack of race-avail
ability meant that a non-member of the 
Bar or Bench had to be recruited. The 
sorry explanation may be that the ef
fete intellectuals among our juniors de
cline to see the Bar vs the Train as the 
equivalent of Kasparov vs Big Blue. 

The Annual General 
Meeting of the General 
Council of the Bar in Port 
Elizabeth 
In July the PE Bar was privileged to host 
the AGM of the GCB, so we bucolics 
had the chance to gaze unmitigatedly at 
the Great and the Good, and they al
lowed us to do so unmitigatedly. Names 
to conjure with glided perceptibly 
through the serried ranks of intent 
cocktailers at the Marine Hotel at the 
opening social function: Wallis, Hodes, 
Gauntlett, Gautschi, Griesel, Grobler, 
Seligson, Claasen, Lacock, Lubbe, 
Farber, Epstein, Whitehead, Mouton, 
Prinsloo, Pammenter, the Ploos van 
Amstels, Van der Merwe, et aI, the rus
tle of silk was audible and the glitterati 
glittered, almost unbearably graciously. 
None more so than, as you might sup
pose, Gauntlett, who, upon your scribe's 
injudiciously murmuring to an illustri
ous group that he thought Lord Hoff
mann one of the most brilliant men he 
had known, remarked "Present company 
excepted of course" pleasantly enough 
to make my "I don't quite think so" seem 
churlish, but then you can trust gossips 
to be socially inept. It is why we are usu
ally fenced off from the better guests and 
canapes by the sort of bouncer the Ma
rine did not deign to retain. 

The Bar is indebted to Chris Mouton 
and Stephen Rorke for their impecca
ble organisation of the functions. They 
were finely assisted by the imperturb
able high competence of Elize van den 
Heever, and by the selfless input of 
Brenda Dysel and Julia Bell. Heidi 
Shelver-Proctor delighted wives of the 
visitors during the day by showing them 
around scenic and historical places of 
interest. Those of us who wilt with 
nerveless hands near common room 
teapots after some macho has said 
"Who'll be mother?", stand in awe of 
the PE Bar Council's panache in de
ploying a female member of the Bar to 
escort Bar wives. 

On to the next night, even more con
genial than the first: the occasion was 
a splendid dinner, jointly hosted by 
ourselves and the GCB's munificent 
contribution, and accompanied by 
wines whose hallmark was the dis
criminating choice of Mouton, acting 
as chairman of the PE Bar and MC in 
the absence of Richard Buchanan who 
was consoling himself for missing the 
AGM by wintering in Provence. 

There was a fine showing by the 
Eastern Cape Bench and their wives, 
honoured guests numbering Judge 
President Zietsman and Judges Jansen, 
Kroon, Liebenberg, Melunsky and 
Mullins. 

Those of us homeward-bound at 
midnight at what we naively thought 
the end of a splendid evening, could 
not help but notice the smooth transi
tion of the leadership of the General 
Council, in the person of Peter Hodes 
seated firmly at a large round and well 
supplied table of likewise firmly seated 
and imposing brethren, betraying not 
the slightest suggestion of this goodly 
fellowship's being about to be dis
solved - the same could not be said of 
the supplies. W 
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