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Dave Smith 
LLB (1977) at Natal University (Pieter
maritzburg campus). After working as 
a prosecutor he qualified as an attor
ney in Pretoria in 1981. He subse
quently re-located to Swaziland where 
he was a business man. He also estab
lished the Swaziland Bar Council to
gether with a colleague. He returned to 
Pretoria in 1984 and joined the Preto
ria Bar. Dave is fluent in Xhosa and 
Zulu. 

His interests include reading, cy
cling, squash, golf. He is married to Ina 
and they have one daughter and a son 
to be born during November 1997. 

Danie Preis se 

D ANIEL Anton Preis is in 1957 in 
Pretoria gebore. Hy matrikuleer 

aan die Hoerskool Bergsig in 1975 en 
behaal daarna die graad BA LLB (1980) 
aan die Universiteit van Pretoria. In 

Danie Preis 

1983 sluit hy by die Pretoriase Balie aan 
waar hy nog steeds praktiseer. 

Sy belangstellings is gholf en krieket. 
Hy is getroud met Annette en die egpaar 
het twee kinders. W 
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I IBA Energy Section: 
.~ 

IBA 13th Biennial Conference ~ 
MORE than 250 lawyers drawn from many of the International 

Bar association's 183 member countries are expected to attend 
next year's 13th Biennial Conference on Petroleum, Minerals, En
ergy and Resources Law in South Africa. 

The Conference, to be held in Cape Town from 15 to 20 March, is 
the Biennial event of the IBA's 1600-strong Section on Energy and 
Natural Resources Law (SERL). The section, split into specialist com
mittees on oil, mineral, coal, electricity, nuclear, gas and water law, is 
widely recognised as the premier grouping of lawyers in the field. 

Staged in the past in cities including Washington, Barcelona and 
Prague, the SERL Conference has gained a reputation among experts 
as the pre-eminent forum for international updates on key energy and 
resources issues worldwide. The Cape Town programme will cover a 
range of highly topical issues of interest to lawyers in private practice, 
corporations, financial institutions, government and the academic world. 

Among VIP guests invited to attend the Conference are South Af
rican President Nelson Mandela, and Penue" Maduna, South Africa's 
Minister of Minerals and Energy. 

Topics to be discussed will include Global Trends in Energy, 
Rights of Indigenous People, Financing; Trends Relating to For
eign Investment/Financing and Regulatory Legislation for En
ergy Projects in Africa, and Litigation Risks Inherent in 
International Natural Resource Development. 

"This event is the most important international Conference for those 
working in the field of energy and natural resources law," says South 
African-based SERL Council member, Or Michael Dale. "South African 
lawyers have been working in this field for many years, and have a 
considerable amount of expertise and experience to share with col
leagues from other parts of the world." 

"In addition, many South African mining houses are now looking 
into other parts of the world - such as Africa and further afield - and 
for that reason an international Conference of this nature is of great 
relevance to lawyers in this country also." 

The Conference will offer delegates the opportunity to debate hot 
topics which are central to the political, economic and social con
cerns of lawyers in the new South Africa. Speakers will provide an 
international dimension to issues of global concern to lawyers. 

"Our clients operate on a global basis," says Johannesburg lawyer 
Johan Roodt, also a SERL Council member. "We cannot afford, there
fore, to operate in a vacuum - we must look beyond the boundaries of 
our own legal system." 

"Attendance at this Conference will provide an update on the lat
est developments within the energy and resources field, as delegates 
are placed in the enviable position of accessing a global referral 
network of lawyers unique to a SERL event." 

For further information about the Conference, or other IBA 
events and activities, contact the IBA Conferences and Semi
nars Department on +44 (0) 171 629 1206, or by fax on +44 (0) 
171 409 0456. 
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