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agonIsmg process. 
Outside the legal profession MalOutgoing chairman 

colm's interests are wide and varied. He 

Malcolm Wallis se 
Contributed by LB Broster 
Durban Bar 

SHORTLY after becoming chairman 
of the GCB Malcolm Wallis wrote: 

"My vision for our future is therefore one 

where the essential nature of the advocates' 

profession as a specialist referral profession 

able to bring expertise, objectivity and high 

quality legal skills to bear in the interests of 

its clients will continue, shall continue, and 

must continue." 

It is clear that during his chairman
ship Malcolm realised this vision. 

He introduced the Advocacy Training 
Programme in 1995 and has maintained 
and developed this system. The success 
of his programme is well documented in 
Consultus. So too is his success in taking 
the Bar back into the international legal 
community and in dealing with the ALS, 
BLA and the Minister of Justice. This he 
achieved whilst maintaining an extraor
dinarily busy national practice which in
volved many appearances in the Appellate 
Division during his term of office as well 
as the Constitutional Court case on the 
certification of the Constitution. 

Many think that his ability to man
age the affairs of the profession and his 
own practice flows simply from his enor
mous intellectual powers and organisa
tional ability. Others may feel, after a day 
in court against him, that his ability to 

Malcolm Wallis SC 

express his own point of view with such 
clarity and force as to leave no opportu
nity for disagreement stems from the be
lief that he is always right. 

The truth of the matter is that 
Malcolm wants for the Bar only what he 
expects of himself. He is industrious to 
the point of exasperation. No matter how 
great the pressure, and he always works 
under pressure, every problem is ap
proached on the basis that nothing is ac
cepted or taken for granted. He is an 
extremely serious and thoughtful person 
who will readily change his view when 
faced with a more compelling argument. 
Before reaching a conclusion he will ex
haustively examine the alternatives and 
debate the possibilities. The views he ex
presses so confidently in writing and in 
the submissions so quietly and skilfully 
advanced in court emerge only after this 

is deeply religious and has a profound 
knowledge of biblical history. He is ac
tively involved in the affairs of the Con
gregational Church and regularly 
preaches. His principled and utterly un
compromising approach to matters in
volving the integrity and morality of the 
Bar reflects these beliefs. 

He has a carefully selected and inter
esting art collection consisting of local 
and international artists which must rank 
among the best private collections in the 
country. His love of art and his attention 
to detail are also expressed in a very se
lective collection of Georgian silver. 

Until recently he played competitive 
tennis at club level. His game can best be 
described as both tactical and forceful, but 
curiously enough before a tennis match, 
unlike his appearance in court, he showed 
all the anxiety and apprehension displayed 
by a very junior member of the Bar. 

Malcolm is an avid and knowledge
able follower of cricket and tennis and 
can tell you without a moment's reflec
tion in which years Rod Laver won Wim
bledon. His general knowledge is vast and 
accurate to a point where I have heard 
Douglas Shaw QC say "Don't worry, I 
will ask Malcolm; he will know". 

Malcolm is devoted to his family and 
is probably happiest at his beach cottage 
with his wife lanet and his three chil
dren, Paul, Richard and Fiona. The Bar 
owes Malcolm an enormous debt ofgrati
tude for guiding it through times of great 
social and political change. m 

Reflections on the GCB meeting 

Timothy Bruinders, new honorary secretary of the GCB, gives his impressions of 
the annual general meeting which was held in Port Elizabeth on 25 July 1997. 

THE 52nd Annual General Meeting 
of the GCB took place over a very 

long day, at the end of which the Port 
Elizabeth Bar hosted a dinner. The busi
ness of the AGM was varied. It included 
the adoption of reports by the chairper
son and some seven sub-committees, dis
cussion and debate of a report by the 

editor of Consultus, Advocacy Training 
and Legal Education, the Independent 
Advocates, sharing by the GCB of costs 
incurred by individual Bars in striking 
off applications, the finding by the Law 
Society of Transvaal that non-payments 
by its members of counsels' fees not be 
regarded as unprofessional conduct, the 

lSC's circulation of questionnaires for 
completion by members wishing to take 
up acting appointments, guidelines for 
the appointment of silk and the payment 
of fees to members by the Legal Aid 
Board. It was no mean achievement by 
the AGM to have completed its business 
by half past six in the evening. 
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Peter Hodes se was elected as chair
man, Johann Gautschi se as vice-chair
man, Timothy Bruinders as honorary 
secretary and Halima Salduker as assist
ant honorary secretary. 

The discussion and debate were inter
esting, but I could not help noticing that 
all of the delegates were male. Three of 
these, from the Transkei, NOIth West and 
Johannesburg Bars, were black. That is a 
sign of progress, but the lack of female 
delegates remains a cause ofconcern, par
ticularly during times of acknowledged 
change in our society. In its quest to re
main the flagbearer of the advocacy pro
fession in South Aftica, the GCB will be 
subjected to public scrutiny for signs of 
change. That is unavoidable. And the pub
lic, whom incidentally we serve, will not 
spare its criticism of what it perceives to 
be a lack of progress, namely, the absence 
of female delegates and their participation 
at our AGM. On this score, something en
couraging did emerge from the AGM. The 
newly appointed assistant honorary sec
retary, Halima Saldulker, is a female ad
vocate from the Johannesburg Bar. 

I do not think that the honorary secre
tary should recount what is contained in 
the minutes or the reports that were tabled. 
For me, one question stood out, namely the 
education and training of pupils. 

The National Bar Examination Board 
reported that the failure rate in the Na
tional Bar Examination is too high and 
the standard oflegal writing too low. The 
Advocacy Training co-ordinator reported 
that insufficient advocacy training took 
place, partly because some pupils simply 
avoided undergoing advocacy training. 
Gauntlett se reported that the proposed 
four year LLB degree was unavoidable. 

Every one laments the fact that junior 
advocates who join the Bar have not un
dergone adequate advocacy training. The 
advent of the four year LLB degree might 
be cause for even greater lamentation. 

The GCB has atTanged a meeting at 
which it, the National Bar Examination 
Board and the Advocacy Training co
ordinator and her committee will attempt 
to identify the problems in the education 
and training of pupils and find a work
able solution. 

REPORTS 

The AGM was concluded with a de
lightful dinner hosted by the Port Eliza
beth Bar on the top floor of a beachfront 
hotel. The outgoing chairperson, Wallis 
se, delivered a swansong speech. It was 
informal and anecdotal. Although it did 
not begin with the time of the flood and 
did not include a reference to the Jeppe 
and Room hire case, the speech was nev
ertheless interesting and gave newcom
ers like me an insight into the recent 
history of the GCB. W 

New assistant honorary secretary 

Halima Saldulker. 


52ste Algemene Jaarvergadering van die ABR 
Sittende (/-r): Hl Lacock SC (NKA); 1 Lubbe SC (Vryslaat); lR Gautschi SC (WPA); PB Hodes SC (vise-voorsitter); MlD Wallis SC 


(voorsitter); II Gauntlett SC (KPA); GL Grabler SC (TPA); Cl Mouton SC (OKA); 1 Ploos van Amstel (NPA). 


Middel (/-r): Hl vd Linde (OKA); NA Cassim (ere-sekretaris); LP Pakade (Transkei); IJ Smuts (OKA); FD Kgomo (Noord-Wes); JW Louw SC 


(TPA); M Seligson SC (KPA); Tl Nel (KPA); P Ellis SC (TPA); G Farber SC(WPA); H Epstein SC (WPA). 


Agter (I-r): Tl Bruinders (asst ere-sekretaris); WRC Prinsloo SC (TPA); CGH vd Merwe SC (Vrystaat); Cl Pammenter SC (NPA); BM Criesel 


SC (KPA); RD Claassen SC (Ciskei); D Mpoju (WPA); Rl Seggie (NPA); lH Strah (TPA); E vd Heever (uitv sekretaris). 
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