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FOR a legal practitioner to keep 
abreast with the latest technologi

cal developments which might impact 
upon his field of practice takes some 
dedication. Electronic publishing is 
rapidly developing. The Internet and 
then, more specifically, the Worldwide 
Web and both the hardware and soft
ware used in connection with the 
Internet are developing so rapidly that 
one can hardly imagine that little more 
than two years ago modems and brows
ers were crawling along at the 2400 bps 
(bits per second) or, if you were really 
up to date, 9600 bps. 

Because of the slow download rate 
no-one would have seriously suggested 
then that one would be able to do online 
searches of huge full texts data bases 
such as the law reports. Probably, in 
two years time, one will hardly be able 
to remember that, at the beginning of 
1998, one still had to wait for up to five 
minutes while a long case report such 
as the Constitutional Court's judgment 
on the certification of the 1996 Consti
tution was down loaded from the Wits 
Law School Constitutional Repository 
via the Internet. 

The age is fast dawning when legal 
practitioners will not be able to practise 
effectively without making use of the 
electronic publishing medium - the elec
tronic publishing of legislation and re
ported cases by way of both CD ROM 
(or in bigger organisations, the Local 
Area Network) and the Internet. This 
point was demonstrated when, during 
the fIrst week ofFebruary 1998, I needed 
to ascertain whether there had been ref
erences in subsequent court decisions to 
the judgment of Zulman J (as he then 
was) in Claude Neon Ltd v Germiston 
Ci.ty Council and Another 1995 (3) SA 
710 (W). In the law reports published 
in book form (the South African Law 
Reports and the Butterworths Constitu
tional Law Reports) I could only find 

three references. Without access to elec
tronic publications I would have ac
cepted that those were the only three 
references to the Claude Neon decision. 
However, a search on Butterworths' 
Internet site of theAll South African Law 
Reports and Judgments On Line (a new 
service which publishes "unreported" 
judgments) revealed that no fewer than 
eight subsequent judgments referred to 
the Claude Neon decision. 

The fact is both Butterworths with 
Judgments On Line and Juta's Digest 
of South African Law and Daily Law 
Reports contain the full texts of numer
ous judgments in searchable data bases 
literally days after the judgments were 
handed down. Those practitioners who 
make use of these services may just, 
from time to time, be able to refer to 
newer and later decisions than those 
who place their reliance only on the 
traditional printed medium. 

For those whose practices touch 
upon the new and ever changing con
stitutionallaw area (and for those who 
think their practices do not) research 
without having reference to the Wits 
Constitutional Law Repository on the 
Internet can hardly be complete. A sim
ple e-mail message to the Wits Law 
School will ensure that you are in
formed bye-mail immediately when the 
Constitutional Court hands down a new 
judgment. I heard (though it may be 
another urban legend) that sometimes 
judgments are available on the Internet 
before the last word is spoken in court. 

Folio Views 4.1 
It is not only the electronic publishers 
whose services are improving day by 
day - the software available to access 
the electronic publications on both the 
Internet and on CD ROM is also im
proving. Leaving aside new Internet 
browsers from Microsoft and Netscape 
(neither of whom I believe lived up to 

the hype which accompanied their 
launching) the impressive full text 
search capabilities of the newly intro
duced Folio Views 4.1 make the life of 
the cyber lawyer just that little bit easier. 
Folio Views 3 has been around for some 
time. Once one gets use to the fact that 
the material published on Folio Views 
is not page based (such as in the tradi
tional printed media) one can get to 
grips with the real advantage of being 
able to search the full text of vast 
amounts of data such as the South Af
rican Law Reports in seconds. Jutastat 
has now upgraded their publications to 
Folio Views 4.1 and I believe that 
Butterworths is soon to follow suit. 
(Some of their electronic publications 
are already making use of Folio Views 
as opposed to the programme which 
they used previously - Books On 
Screen.) 

Folio Views 4.1 contains a number 
of innovative enhancements: 
• 	 Tabs at the bottom of the window 

allows the user to switch from the 
document window to the content 
window to the browse window and 
to the hit list by kicking on the rel
evant tab. 

• 	 Probably the most useful innovation 
is the provision of tick boxes next to 
each index item in the contents win
dow. By clicking a tick box the user 
can select the particular index item 
for purposes of printing or confIne a 
search to the data in that index item. 
Thus, for instance, if one should click 
in the tick box next to 1996 in the 
South African Law Reports a search 
for a word would be confined to the 
four volumes of the law reports which 
were published in 1996. Similarly, a 
tick next to a particular reported judg
ment would confIne the search to that 
judgment. In this way one can thor
oughly examine a particular judg
ment and fInd all the references to a 
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particular phrase or word in that 
judgment without the search engine 
finding that word or phrase in the 
rest of the info base. 

• 	 In the previous version of Folio 
Views printing a particular judg
ment required a laborious process of 
highlighting the whole of the judg
ment and then printing the selected 
text. In Folio Views 4.1, printing a 
particular case is as easy as clicking 
in the tick box next to that case in 
the content window and selecting 
the print dialogue box. 

• 	 It is also easy to print a list of search 
results. In the print dialogue box the 
user is now given an option of print
ing specific records, a section of the 
info base, a particular case or con
tent item or, by selecting one of the 
alternative tabs in the print dialogue 
box, either the contents (in other 
words the table of contents in the 
contents window) or the hit list 
which resulted from a search. A 
printout of the hit list in, for in

stance, the South African Law Re
ports would provide the user with a 
printout of all the cases which sat
isfied the user's search criteria. 

• 	 Lastly, Folio Views 4.1 has a more 
user friendly method of navigating 
the info base once a search has been 
completed. The "Next Document 
With Hit" button and "Next Hit" 
button allow the user to go to the 
next hit in the same document or, if 
it is clear that a particular document 
is inappropriate, to move immedi
ately to the next document which 
satisfied the search criteria. 
I believe that Folio Views 4.1 could 

go a long way towards convincing those 
practitioners who still regard electronic 
publishing as a time consuming toy 
with expansive promises but scant prac
tical results, that the CD ROM and the 
LAN are, after all, here to stay. 

For those who think that we now, fi
nally, have workable and practical soft
ware to unlock the thus far hidden 
advantages of electronic publishing and 

that the producers of software and the 
manufacturers of hardware should lie 
low while we enjoy unlocking the prom
ises of their new products, forget it. The 
wliters of software and the manufactur
ers of hardware are in this business to 
make money. They will claim to improve 
their software by making it bigger and 
slower and forcing you to buy bigger and 
faster and more expensive hardware to 
cope with the new software. However, 
this is not peculiar to the electronic pub
lishing industry. If one looks at the 
number of looseleaf publications being 
published by the legal publishers, one 
realises that all publishers are constantly 
trying to persuade the user to buy more 
and more at an ever increasing cost and 
rate. In the end, we are being bombarded 
with an overload of information, and 
quantity rather than quality seems to be 
the nom1. 

Let's hope the better tools provided 
by programmes such as Folio Views 4.1 
will help us cope with the flood of in
formation coming our way. m 

'Trevor Foster 
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