
BAR NEWS 

Eastern Cape 

contributed by Gordon Hartford, 
Port Elizabeth 

Acting appointments 
The following silks held acting appoint
ments: Neilopohr Cassim, John Horn, 
and Dumile Kondile. 

Arrivals 
Grahamstown:Jeremy Colenso, fresh 
from his pupillage and the Bar examina
ti ons. Lawrence Schafer also completed his 
pupillage and the examinations, but has pro
ceeded overseas to study towards a doc
torate in law. 
Port Elizabeth:Glen Goosen, back from 
the Truth Commission some time ago 
(apologies for overlooking that in the 
March edition), and straight from their 
pupillages and examinations: Nyameko 
Gquamana, Willem Jurgens Jnr - son of 
'Jurie' Jurgens, also at our Bar, and Kevin 
van Tonder. 

Pupil intake 
John Maconnachie (Master: Shaughan 
Cole); Mcebisi Festile (Perry Bening
field); Alfonso Hattingh (John Scott); Zola 
Ngaba (Glen Goosen). 

The Train Race 
Sophisticates from other Bars must try to 
appreciate my close attention to this local 
aberration annually, because the imme
diate pressures on any correspondent wish
ing to continue living in Port Elizabeth are 

'iurie' iurgens and his son Willem 
iurgens inr. 

formidable. It is not just the shadow of 
Patrick Scott (organiser and Chief Whip 
of the PE Bar team) falling across my 
threshold as I leave or seek to enter my 
chambers, though that shadow is not un
substantial. It is his nuanced enquiries which 
rifle any spirit of journalistic independence, 
such as, 'How is your report on local Bar 
news coming along?', 'Have you seen the 
Herald report with the placings in the race?', 
'Have you noted that our Bar beat every team 
of attorneys participating, including Pag
den's by an hour?'. Upon my startling back 
at such subtle interrogatOlies and wincing (a 
relic of my recent hospitalisation with spi
nal arthritis), he apologises with old-world 
grace, saying that he is unaccustomed to deal
ing with geliatrics. Such finesse gives 'rude 
health' galvanic meaning. 

Patrick, my predecessor as perpetrator 
of social reporting from here, and I have 
been engaged in a minuet, or barn-dance, 
of attempted avoidance of responsibility 
for this chore for some time now; his 
triumphaJist pointing out of my mis-spell
ing of names is in inverse proportion to his 
willingness to resume the helm. Still, he 
deserves praise as the force behind the Bar 
team, indeed he might sometimes be in 
front, but not often. On the day The Mighty 
Baiflyers (our shy name) included the son 
of our sponsor, an ex-member of our Bar 
transmogrified to attorney, a pupil, and the 
wife of a newcomer. This is not the first 
time we have impressed a wife. Such secu
lar runners assist nobly, but one (not I) does 
wonder yet again about the virility of some 
of our junior Juniors that we have to go out
side the Bar. The next thing it will be mer
cenaries, unthinkable in an advocate, of 
course. I said 'not I' a moment ago, because 
last year after letting fall the phrase 'effete 
youth' I noticed cooler looks above the fish 
and chips being so unaromatically scoffed 
in the common room - the adverb becomes 
somehow more telling for the barbarous 
onslaught of the takeaway, a saucy upstart 
unimaginable in the plush ambience of 
Innes Chambers. However, it is not for me 
to reproach les jeunes, given my respect 
for Henry Ford's view that the healthy do 
not need to exercise and the ill should not: 
as someone mid-way between those states 
I confme myself to a thousand metres crawl 
(I dare not claim freestyle) on dazzlingly 
sunny days, my favourite season therefore 

being winter when the swimming pools are 
thoughtfully closed. Perhaps this places me 
on the courage level of the courtier 'per
fumed like a milliner' who enraged a bat
tle-exhausted Hotspur by his foppish 
remark, between pinches of snuff, that 'but 
for those vile guns he himself would have 
been a soldier' . 

Cut to the Race. The train inconsider
ately won. There is something maddeningly 
insensitive about a heap of metal finishing 
dead on time while its flesh and blood com
petitors merely finish dead after time. Still, 
the industlial revolution is upon us, and the 
train, beaten last year, would sulk if that hap
pened again. This outing the wind was un
friendly to the teams, but they did well. The 
contest was won by Correctional Services. 
You cannot expect the Bar to hang in close 
to those: we exist to trip, not to trip with, 
their endeavours, least of all to run shoulder 
to shoulder with them. So we kept our dis
tance judiciously, occupying place 250, in 
six hours five minutes, half way up a field of 
503 [mishers. What was a mite disconcelt
ing was to see the teamjustahead ofus: Fraud 
Unit (a case of 'Captain Good attending Cap
tain TIl'?) but there wa.;; solace in that outfit's 
being shaded by Bushy Park Bush Pigs. The 
Rolls Royce quality of our team was re
flected in our coming injustahead ofOlbro 
Volvo. Swedes really must stick to tennis. 

Our roll of honour: Judge Chris Jansen 
(we need more like him), Patrick Scott 
[that's enough of him - Ed.], Hendrik van 
der Linde and Nick Mullins, our irreplace
able regulars, the true grit of the team, and, 
talking of gritty, Scott... [I shan't wam you 
again - Ed.], (satisfied now, Patrick?) 
[You're fired Hattford! - Ed.], Ncebisi 
Festile (showing a sinuously affirmative ac
tion), Willem Jurgens Junior and wife lzaan 
(showing affimlative matrimony), Danie 
Gouws, James Powell (son of our spon
sor), and last yet never last - the ineffable 
Pen), Beningfield. There is absolutely no 
truth in the canard that he improved our 
team's position significantly, I mean what's 
in a couple of hundred places? We led all 
four teams of attorneys all the way, which 
is strictly according to Bar rules. This is to 
say nothing about an ugly whisper that one 
attorney's team had even resOlted to ring
ers: I do not believe it, and this jownal would 
never countenance mention ofsuch a whis
per. [Thanksfornothing!-Ed.] m 
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Acting appointments 
Tim Chemaly will be acting during the 

third term. 

Pupils 
There are two pupils, Mthunzi Ronald 

Ndima and Pumla Wotshela Booi , cur
rently doing pupillage and who will be 

writing their exams in November 1998. 

Acting appointments 
Nirmal Singh SC and Chris Marnewick 

SC held acting appointments in the Na

tal Provincial Division and Leona Theron 

in the Eastern Cape during the period 
under review. 

Senior status 
Chi man Pate I attained senior status in 

APli11998. 

Members 
Anna Annandale, Ishan Patel, Florence 

Mokhatla, Gareth Leppan, Jan du Plessis, 
Claas van Zyl and Thandanani Mbongwa 

joined the Bar after successfully com

pleting their pupillage in June 1998. 

Cape 

contributed by M J M Bridgman 
Cape Town 

Acting judges 
The following were apppointed as acting 

judges in the Cape Provincial Division 

for the third term, until 4 October 1998: 
Jolyon Knoll, Joe van der Westhuizen, 

Paul Hoffman, Nick Treurnicht, Ashton 

Schippers, Leonora van den Heever. 

Willie Burger and Josie Jordaan were 
appointed to act as judges from 31 July-7 

August 1998 to hear the motion court roll 
while full bench matters were dealt with. 

New members 
The following fifteen new members 

joined the Cape Baron I July 1998: 

. 	 Nazreen Bawa, Andre Francois Botha, 

Pieter Johannes du Pisanie, Paul Conrad 
Eia, William Morris Gild, Michael Goed

volk, Chris Marius Nel, Leon Rich Notier, 
Brendan O'Dowd, Gideon Hugo Rossouw, 
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Comings and goings 
Gerald Bloem from the Grahams-town 

Bar, Joseph Miso from the Umtata Bar, 
Pranil Singh, an associate member, have 

joined our Bar. The membership has 

grown to 17 members. 

Mike Jardine left the Bar during 
December 1997. 

Comings and goings 
Chris Chrystal and Mark Jacobs left the 

Bar in June 1998. South wood SC has 
joined the Durban Bar from Pieter

maritzburg. 

Pupils 
Eleven pupils commenced pupillage in 
Durban in July 1998 and three in 

Pietermaritzburg. 

Dinner to honour new 
appointments to the Bench 
A Bar dinner was held at La Dolce Vita 

restaurant on 27 June 1998 to honour 

the recent appointments of Kondile J, 

Francois Smuts, Kim Oliver Spottiswoode, 
Wege Comelius van Niekerk, Wesley John 

Vos, Janles Paul White. 

1.
.j' \. 

Fiona Gordon-Turner and Rosa Scalabri
no, the president and chairperson re~pec
tively of the newly-established ARWA 
(Association of red-haired women advo
cates), seen at the association:., inaugural 
meeting in the Cape Bar common room.) 

BAR NEWS 

Ciskei Bar 

contributed by T V Norman 
Bisho 

Members 
Toyo Mnqaba joined the Bisho Bar after 

successfully completing his pupillage in 
June 1998. We welcome him to the Bar and 
wish him every success. b:ll 

Natal 

contributed by Chiman Patel SC 
and Colin Mann 

Durban 

Jappie J and Justice Yacoob, who un
fortunately was unable to attend due to 

other commitments. 
The Bar also bid farewell to Broome 

DJP at a function held at the Royal Yacht 
Club on 18 June 1998. 

Annual General Meeting of 
the GCB: 23 to 25 July 1998 
The Natal Bar hosted the AGM of the GCB 

in July 1998. This was held at the Beverly 
llills Hotel in Umhlanga Rocks. W 

The Cape Bar Library 
contributed by V Chiappini, 
Bar librarian 
In recent times in response to the so
called "information explosion", the role 

of libraries generally has become more 

varied and central. We librarians are 110 

longer merely traditional custodians of 

books, but are information experts and 

are focused on increasing levels of lit

eracy of all kinds, and on fostering a pas

sion for the "reading habit" and 

knowledge acquisition generally. 

In November last year the Davis Li
brruy surged bravely into the infOllllation 

age with the acquisition of its first 

pentium computer. The two major local 

law publishers thankfully recognised this 

as being, in their own words, potentially 

'a velY powelful marketing tool' for their 

law-related electronic publications. 
What followed is history and we are now 

richly endowed with information bases. 

Jutastat provide our users firstly with 
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