
lowing day I was present at a meeting of 

Bar leaders together with the president 
and vice-president of the IBA. 

General 
I should like to express my gratitude to 
my vice-chairman, Johann Gautschi SC, 
for his willing assistance to me at all times. 
I should also like to express my apprecia
tion for the work done by the National Bar 
Examination Board together with the re
gional pupillage committees and the 

judges who assist in the examination of 
pupil advocates, as well as to the mem

bers of the National Advocacy Training 
Committee and the various trainers, in

cluding members of the judiciary, for their 
sterling work. My thanks are also due to 
the members of the various GCB subcom
mittees and to those members of the Bar 
who have givBn of their time and wisdom 
whenever called upon to be of assistance. 

Annual general 
meeting 
Report by Halima Sa/du/ker, 
assistant honorary secretary, 
on the AGM of the GCB held at 
Umh/anga on 24 & 25 Ju/y 1998. 

T HE 53rd annual general meet
ing of the GCB was held at the 

Beverly Hills Hotel, Umhlanga, 
on 24 and 25 July 1998. 

Transformation has slowly but surely 
taken place within the ranks of the GCB 

delegates as some of the delegates were 
women. Included amongst the delegates 

were Shelly Walker from the Durban Bar, 

Bess Nkabinde from the North West Bar, 

Kathy Alexander and Liesel Fichardt 
from the Cape Bar, Cynthia Pretorius 
from the Pretoria Bar and Irma Schoe

man from the Free State Bar. 
The AGM was preceded by a splen

did cocktail party hosted by the Durban 
Bar on the evening of 23 July 1998 to 

welcome all the delegates from the various 
constituent bars. 

The items on the agenda for this year's 
AGM were numerous and vigorous de

bate and exhilarating cross-talk ensued 
on the topics. 

Lively discussion centred around the 
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proposed Legal Practitioners Bill, intern

ship and the future of the legal profession. 
The overwhelming interest shown by 

members of the legal profession in the 

Trial Advocacy Training Programme was 
both encouraging and welcomed. The 
GCB resolved that the Trial Advocacy 
Training Programme be undertaken for 
attorneys at a fee. 

Regarding Consultus, there was a 
need for more frequent publication and it 
was suggested that perhaps this be con

sidered on an experimental basis for the 

following year. * 
Much debate and discussion regard

ing the National Bar Examinations en

sued and it was resolved that a meeting 
between the GCB executive, both mem
bers of the National Bar Examination 
Board and the Advocacy Training Com
mittee be scheduled for 2 October 1998. 

The Cape Bar's initiative of issuing 
questionnaires to those of their pupils 

who had passed the examinations to ob
tain their views on the examination and 

on ways in which improvements could 
be made to the existing paradigm of the 
pupillage system was welcomed by other 
constituent bars and similar initiatives at 

the constituent Bars were encouraged. 
Hilton Epstein SC resigned as the 

GCB's representative on the Legal Aid 

Board and Dennis Kuny SC was ap
pointed in his place. 

The question of whether the GCB 
should permit its members to accept briefs 
directly from the Arbitration FOlUm so that 

the same position as applies to IMSSA 

and AFSA pertains to the Arbitration 
FOlUm was raised, and the GCB resolved 

that accreditation be granted to the Arbi
tration FOlUm. 

It was reported that USAID would be 
making available funding to pupils from 

disadvantaged backgrounds to the extent 
of20 pupils per annum who would be re
ceiving grants ofR 1 500 per month. (Fur

ther discussions with Adv Thomas 
Bokaba who is the project director have 

indicated that this would only be imple

mented at the beginning of 1999.) 
The agenda also dealt with the adop

tion ofreports of the Professional Commit

tee of GCB, Parliamentary Committee, 

* See the editorial in this issue - Editor. 

Laws and Administration Committee, Pro 

Bono and the Human Rights Committee. 
The only disappointing feature of the 

AGM was the cancellation of the 
planned 4th National Bar Conference 

1999 but the GCB proposed that the 
possibility of holding such a conference 
be reviewed. The question of perhaps 
holding conferences in conjunction with 
the Bars outside South Africa was both 
appealing and compelling as it would 
bring an international flair that was 

lacking at our previous Bar conferences. 

Transformation 
The most important characteristic of this 

year's AGM of the GCB was the stress 
on transformation. Concerns were raised 
about the lack of gender and race 
representativity at constituent Bars and 
positive views on the way forward to im
plement mechanisms which will ensure 

greater representativity were articulated. 

The GCB faces many challenges and it 
certainly has the breadth of vision to in

fluence transformation. 
The GCB and the AFT (Advocates for 

TransfOlmation) agreed on the need for 
transformation at their meeting on 25 July 

1998. The remarkable spirit of co-opera

tion and optimism among the delegates 

in this regard was a giant leap forward 
for the transformation process. 

The GCB also resolved that the past 

conventions of the GCB be identified with 
a view to possible changes and that the 
possibility of a second vice-chairman be 

considered. 
The GCB was represented by Peter 

Hodes SC and Johann Gautschi SC at 

the IBA Biennial Conference in Vanco

uver in September 1998. 

Peter Hodes SC was re-elected as 
chairman of the GCB, Johann Gautschi 
SC as vice-chairman, Timothy BlUinders 

as honorary secretary and Halima 
Saldulker as assistant honorary secretary. 

The AGM ended with the Durban Bar 
hosting with impeccable organisation a 

sumptuous dinner at the Hilton Hotel. 
The GCB owes a debt of gratitude to 

its secretary, Elize van den Heever, and 
Caroline Berry, Durban Bar administrative 

secretary, for their limitless energy 
and industry in making this AGM a very 

successful and enjoyable one. > 
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53rd Annual General Meeting of the General Council of the Bar - July 1998 

Seated (l-r): M M Matyumza (Transkei); A F Jordaan SC (Free State); G Farber SC (Johannesburg); J T Whitehead SC 
(Eastern Cape); J R Gautschi SC (vice-chairman); P B Hodes SC (chairman); J J Gauntlett SC (Cape); J A Ploos van Amstel 
SC (Natal); J W Louw SC (Pretoria) 

Middle (l-r): E van den Heever (executive secretary); H Saldulker (assistant honorary secretary); G C Pretorius (Johannes

burg); L Fichardt (Cape); L P Pakade (Transkei); PC Bezuidenhout (Natal); N A Cassim SC (Johannesburg); C Pretorius 
(Pretoria); S Walker (Natal); K Alexahder (Cape). 
Back (l-r): R T Sutherland SC (Johannesburg); C J Pammenter SC (Natal); LA Rose-Innes SC (Cape); I Schoeman (Free 

State); A A Louw (Pretoria); C H Botha (Northern Cape); T J Bruinders (honorary secretary); J P Horn (Eastern Cape); B 

Nkabinde (North West); W R C Prinsloo SC (Pretoria); P Jooste (Eastern Cape). 

Mercantile Professional Banking sponsors the Annual General 
Meeting of the General Council of the Bar of South Africa 

MERCANTILE Profes saw it fit to sponsor the 53rd An on 25 July. A meeting on the Satur
sional Banking ("MPB") nual General Meeting of the Gen day was attended by representatives 

has had contact with the eral Council of the Bar of South of the GCB, the nine constituent Bars, 
legal profession since mid 1996. Africa ("GCB") as well as the ancil the black members of the various Bars 

This relationship has extended from lary meetings that were held in in South Africa, and the Advocates 
law students, attorneys and pupils of Umhlanga. for Transformation. 
advocacy to admitted advocates. A meeting, attended by chairper MPB also sponsored the cocktail 
MPB has specifically targeted the le sons of the nine constituent Bars, the party that was held at the Beverly Hills 

gal market for a number of reasons, chairperson, the vice-chairperson and Intercontinental Hotel in Umhlanga 
including the high earnings potential past chairperson of the GCB as well on the Thursday as well as the dinner 

of successful attorneys and advocates, as eight members of the Law Society that was held at the Hilton Hotel in 
the integrity that is displayed by le of South Africa ("LSSA"), was held Durban the following evening. Both 
gal practitioners, and the fact that the on 23 July and matters of mutual in the cocktail party and dinner were well 
legal market is a source of referrals terest were discussed. The AGM of attended and MPB staff members at
for various other forms of business. the General Council of the Bar was tended the cocktail party and the din-

In the light of the above, MPB held on Friday 24 July and continued ner. W 
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