
Annual General 
Meeting 

Report by Halima Saldulker, 
assistant honorary secretary, 
on the AGM of the GCB held at 
Sandton on 23 & 24 July 1999. 

The 54th Annual General Meeting of the 

General Council of the Bar was held in 

the splendour of the Michael Angelo 

Hotel, Sandown (coUltesy of a special 

rate!) hosted by the Johannesburg Bar. 

The delegates represented the diversity 

of our nation as regards race and gender: 

perhaps our own renaissance. 

2 	 Frank, and intensive discussions took 

place amongst the delegates, the first in 

many years. The clear stance adopted by 

Albertus SC and Nazreen Bawa of the 

Cape Bar on issues relating to the lack of 

representation as regards race and gender 

in the echelons of the Bar and other or

ganisations, the discriminating patterns of 

briefing and the lack of women in organi

sations such as the Judicial Services Com

mission set the tone for this year's 

conference. 

3 	 Discussions centred around the Motion 

Court Manual presently being used by 

pupils. Bawa drew the meeting's atten

tion to the fact that certain practices in 

the manual were not applicable in the 

Cape Division, particularly those relat

ing to liquidation applications. It was 

resolved that all the Bars consider im

provements, amendments or local sup

plements to cater for differences in their 

jurisdiction. For the future the Bars had 

to consider whether there should be other 

manuals and whether the GCB should 

compile and distribute case books simi

lar to those compiled and distributed by 

the Pretoria Bar. 

4 	 The Johannesburg Bar reported that in

creasing numbers of pupils have led to 

pupil masters of just four years experi

ence being allocated pupils. The Johan

nesburg Bar was presently considering the 

most apposite way of preparing newcom

ers to the Bar in the light of the increasing 

numbers. The Johannesburg Bar accepted 
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that examinations remained central to the 

preparation for the Bar but it appeared 

that the Bars were compelled to look more 

broadly at pupillage and preparation for 

admission. 

5 	 The pupillage intake at the various Bars 

remained an animated topic for discus

sion. The Durban Bar suggested that if 

the numbers increased dramatically the 

GCB might well have to reconsider insti

tuting an entrance examination. 

6 	 The Cape Bar was of the view that the 

Bars could not be criticised for curtailing 

the numbers of pupils if the reason for 

the pupillage was to have members with 

some seniority appointed as pupil mas

ters training pupils. Concerns were raised 

about the lack of continuing legal educa

tion.1t was resolved that the GCB leader

ship trio appoint a committee led by the 

convenor of the Advocacy Training Com

mittee and two other persons to investi

gate and report on the question of 

continuing legal education and its imple

mentation by the GCB. The Cape Bar 

suggested that the position of continuing 

legal education should be left to the indi

vidual Bars to take up and to steer their 

own course because its successful imple

mentation depended very much on the 

energy of individual members. 

7 	 The chairman proposed that Dennis 

Kuny SC and his alternate Halima 

Saldulker be re-nominated as the GCB 

representatives of the Legal Aid Board. 

The chairman noted that Judge Navsa had 
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done sterling work to eliminate the prob

lems/inefficiencies at the Legal Aid Board. 

Kuny SC addressed the delegates and in

formed them that Judge Navsa, having 

taken a month off his judicial duties and 

working during his own vacation time at 

the Legal Aid Board, may have broken 

through the crusade. This is apparent from 

the speed and extent with which pay

ments to the legal profession had been 

made recently. The Legal Aid Board, how

ever, remained under-funded. It is a para

statal institution and the government 

would have to provide the funding. How

ever, Kuny urged the members to have 

patience and tolerance with regard to pay

ments by the Legal Aid Board. 

8 This year's AGM was dominated by the 

Cape Bar's proposal of a policy formula

tion for the GCB, namely GCB strategy 

2000.* 

9 	 In conclusion the GCB adopted the pro

posals of the Cape Bar and requested that 

all the constituent Bars commit themselves 

to implementing these proposals in prac

tical ways within their respective Bars, 

and report back to the GCB executive in 

January 2000 as to concrete measures to 

be implemented. It was also proposed that 

this strategy · be communicated to the 

Chief Justice, the Minister of Justice and 

other professional bodies, the Portfolio 

Committee on Justice, Bar members and 

the public. 

10 Advocates for Transformation (National) 

(AFf) and the GCB met on 17 Aplil 1999 

and the meeting resulted in a deadlock. 

The demand by AFf was for equal con

trol. The GCB offer was one of equitable 

representation of blacks and women. It 

was hoped that the deadlock around the 

50/50 equal governance could be re

solved.** 

11 	The GCB nominees on the Judicial Serv

ices Commission were Seligson SC and 

his alternate Annemarie de Vos SC and 

Moerane SC who were re-nominated in 

consultation with AFf, BLA and Nadel. 

Bawa of the Cape Bar criticised the ab

sence of women representatives on the 

Judicial Services Commission. 

12 Discussions centred around the need to 

have a national Bar conference and a com

mittee was set up to investigate its feasi

bility. Various applications for striking-off 

and disciplinary matters were debated. 

Reports of the Parliamentary Commit

tee, Rules Committee and the Professional 

Committee were adopted. Though the 

task of the Parliamentary Committee is 

burdensome it was proposed that the GCB 

continue with this practice as there are 

indications that in a number of instances 

the committee's recommendations and 

criticisms focussing on the administration 

of justice and the interest of the profes

sion have been of assistance in the legisla

tive process. Twenty three of the 143 

Bills which have been scrutinised were 

the subject of written submissions to Par

liament. 

13 The following office bearers were unani

mously elected namely J Gauntlett SC as 

chair, N Singh SC as deputy-chair and R 

Sutherland SC as vice-chair. T Bruinders 

was elected as honorary secretary and H 

Saldulker was elected as assistant honor

ary secretary. 

14 The AGM included a dinner attended by 

leading South African legal luminaries in

cluding Chief Justice Ismail Mahomed, 

Judge President Arthur Chaskalson of the 

Constitutional Court, and judges of the 

Supreme Court of Appeal and various 

other divisions. Delegates were addressed 

by the new Minister of Justice, Or Penuel 

Maduna. 

* 	 See page 20 of this issue. 

** See also "The Chair's report" on page 5 

of tIus issue. W 
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