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Future accommodation 
of the Bar 
More than 200 members of 
the Bar are now practising 
in Sandton. 

A further move of mem
bers from the Johannesburg 
CBD to Sandton is expected 
during 2001. The reality 
seems to be that, on the 
whole, the gravitational pull 
is to the north and this may 
increase especially during 
2001. 

The Bar's lease in 
respect of Innes Chambers 
in the Johannesburg CBD 
expires on 31 March 2002. 

There is, however, a sub
stantial number of members 
who wish to remain in close 
proximity of the High Court 
in Johannesburg. The Bar 
Council has consequently 
mandated Karel Tip SC in 
conjunction with the 
Housing Committee to co
ordinate the investigation of 
accommodation and related 
questions in respect of those 
members who practise in 
the CBD and who have no 
firm intention to relocate to 
Sandton after the expiry of 
the Innes Chambers lease in 
March 2002. To that end, a 
meeting is to be held at 
which the -views of mem
bers can be obtained and 
appropriate further steps put 
into motion. As a prelimi
nary to the meeting Tip SC 
has begun compiling a pro
visional register of interes
ted members. 

The Bar Council also 
mandated Roland Suther
land SC in conjunction with 
the Housing Committee to 
co-ordinate the investiga
tion of members who wish 
to occupy chambers in the 
north, with the view to 
ensuring that, as far as prac
ticable, new chambers in 

the north be located in a sin
gle building which would 
provide sufficient space to 
accommodate all members 
who intend taking up cham
bers in the north. 

On 31 May 2000 Suther
land SC arranged for a 
developer to hold a presen
tation in the common room 
in relation to a potential 
building in close proximity 
of Arbitration House in 
Sandton. 

R~newal of Bar's mem
bership to AFSA 
At its meeting of 9 May 200 
the Bar Council approved 
the renewal of the Bar's 
membership of The Ar
bitration Foundation of 
Southern Africa ("AFSA"). 

Advertising by groups 
and members 
The question of advertising 
by groups and members 
was discussed at the Bar 
Council meeting on 28 
March 2000. The following 
principles were adopted at 
that meeting, and Rule 
4.22.1 of the Bar rules was 
accordingly altered to pro
vide as follows: 
"4.22.1 Information made 
available to the public about 
members or groups of 
members: 
4.22.1.1 must be accurate 
and objective; 
4.22.1.2 must not harm or 
diminish the reputation or 
standing of the Bar, the 
Bench or the legal profes
sion generally; 
4.22.1.3 must not make 
comparisons, directly or 
indirectly, with other mem
bers or groups of members; 
4.22.1.4 must not include 
statements about the quality 
of the member's work, size 
or success of his or her 
practice or success rate; 
4.22.1.5 must not in relation 

to groups of members, 
amount to puffery or bran
ding, suggest that the group 
in question has a particular 
corporate identity or profile 
apart from its members, that 
it is better resourced, or has 
a more distinguished histo
ry or is composed of more 
able members than any 
other group 
4.22.1.6 may disclose a 
member's name, where he 
or she holds chambers, 
qualifications and speciali
ties if any; 
4.22.1.7 may in respect of a 
group of members, disclose 
its location, members' 
names and any other infor
mation about such members 
as is detailed in paragraph 
4.22.1.6; 
4.22.1.8 may in the case of 
members be recorded on a 
business card or in the case 
of groups in a brochure." 

Recommendations for 
the conferment of silk 
in 2000 
Ten members have been 
selected by the Committee 
of Silks to be recommended 
to the President for the con
ferment of silk in 2000. (In 
1999 eight members were 
recommended and were 
conferred silk.) 

Scottish Chambers 
The Bar now provides 
Scottish Chambers on the 
second floor of Innes 
Chambers for those mem
bers not holding recognised 
chambers. These chambers 
may used by prior arrange
ment with the administra
tive officer of the Bar. 

Contingency fees 
The Bar Council resolved at 
its meeting on 1 February 
2000 that where members 
are instructed to act on a 
contingency basis in terms 

without obtaining the prior 
permission of the Bar 
Council, provided members 
comply strictly with the 
provisions of the Act. 

Computer viruses 
Computer users at the Bar 
has not been immune to a 
recent spate of computer 
viruses. A number of mem
bers' computers were in
fected by the W script.Kak. 
Worm. Writer hereof was 
one of the victims and 
traced the source of the 
infection back to the Bar's 
PC used by its administra
tive officer, Ms Ina Mun
dell! 

Vrystaat 
Bygedra deur Germa 
Wright, Bloemfontein 

Vertrek van lede 
Gedurende die eerste paar 
maande van 2000 het 
Coenraad Herbst en Johan 
Horn die Balie verlaat. 

Nuwe Balieraad 
Gedurende April is die 
Balie se algemene jaarver
gadering gehou en is Ian 
van der Merwe SC 
aangewys as nuwe Balie
raadvoorsitter. Die ander 
lede van die Balieraad vir 
die volgende jaar is: Majel
lie Wessels SC, Bertus van 
Rhyn, Paul Zietsman, Louis 
Pohl en Henri Benade. 
Jimmy Claasen sal diens 
doen as ere-sekretaris. 

Regbank 
Gedurende die tweede 
termyn van 2000 het van 
ons lede weer waarnemende 
aanstellings op die regbank 
beklee. Hokkie Schreuder 
het vir die geheel van die 
termyn in die Vrystaatse 
Afdeling waargeneem, 
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