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Future accommodation 
of the Bar 
More than 200 members of 
the Bar are now practising 
in Sandton. 

A further move of mem
bers from the Johannesburg 
CBD to Sandton is expected 
during 2001. The reality 
seems to be that, on the 
whole, the gravitational pull 
is to the north and this may 
increase especially during 
2001. 

The Bar's lease in 
respect of lnnes Chambers 
in the Johannesburg CBD 
expires on 31 March 2002. 

There is, however, a sub
stantial number of members 
who wish to remain in close 
proximity of the High Court 
in Johannesburg. The Bar 
Council has consequently 
mandated Karel Tip SC in 
conjunction with the 
Housing Committee to co
ordinate the investigation of 
accommodation and related 
questions in respect of those 
members who practise in 
the CBD and who have no 
firm intention to relocate to 
Sandton after the expiry of 
the lnnes Chambers lease in 
March 2002. To that end, a 
meeting is to be held at 
which the -views of mem
bers can be obtained and 
appropriate further steps put 
into motion. As a prelimi
nary to the meeting Tip SC 
has begun compiling a pro
visional register of interes
ted members. 

The Bar Council also 
mandated Roland Suther
land SC in conjunction with 
the Housing Committee to 
co-ordinate the investiga
tion of members who wish 
to occupy chambers in the 
north, with the view to 
ensuring that, as far as prac
ticable, new chambers in 

the north be located in a sin
gle building which would 
provide sufficient space to 
accommodate all members 
who intend taking up cham
bers in the north. 

On 31 May 2000 Suther
land SC arranged for a 
developer to hold a presen
tation in the common room 
in relation to a potential 
building in close proximity 
of Arbitration House in 
Sandton. 

R~newal of Bar's mem
bership to AFSA 
At its meeting of 9 May 200 
the Bar Council approved 
the renewal of the Bar's 
membership of The Ar
bitration Foundation of 
Southern Africa ("AFSA"). 

Advertising by groups 
and members 
The question of advertising 
by groups and members 
was discussed at the Bar 
Council meeting on 28 
March 2000. The following 
principles were adopted at 
that meeting, and Rule 
4.22.1 of the Bar rules was 
accordingly altered to pro
vide as follows: 
"4.22.1 Information made 
available to the public about 
members or groups of 
members: 
4.22.1.1 must be accurate 
and objective; 
4.22.1.2 must not harm or 
diminish the reputation or 
standing of the Bar, the 
Bench or the legal profes
sion generally; 
4.22.1.3 must not make 
comparisons, directly or 
indirectly, with other mem
bers or groups of members; 
4.22.1.4 must not include 
statements about the quality 
of the member's work, size 
or success of his or her 
practice or success rate; 
4.22.1.5 must not in relation 

to groups of members, 
amount to puffery or bran
ding, suggest that the group 
in question has a particular 
corporate identity or profile 
apart from its members, that 
it is better resourced, or has 
a more distinguished histo
ry or is composed of more 
able members than any 
other group 
4.22.1.6 may disclose a 
member's name, where he 
or she holds chambers, 
qualifications and speciali
ties if any; 
4.22.1.7 may in respect of a 
group of members, disclose 
its location, members' 
names and any other infor
mation about such members 
as is detailed in paragraph 
4.22.1.6; 
4.22.1.8 may in the case of 
members be recorded on a 
business card or in the case 
of groups in a brochure." 

Recommendations for 
the conferment of silk 
in 2000 
Ten members have been 
selected by the Committee 
of Silks to be recommended 
to the President for the con
ferment of silk in 2000. (In 
1999 eight members were 
recommended and were 
conferred silk.) 

Scottish Chambers 
The Bar now provides 
Scottish Chambers on the 
second floor of lnnes 
Chambers for those mem
bers not holding recognised 
chambers. These chambers 
may used by prior arrange
ment with the administra
tive officer of the Bar. 

Contingency fees 
The Bar Council resolved at 
its meeting on 1 February 
2000 that where members 
are instructed to act on a 
contingency basis in terms 

without obtaining the prior 
permIssIOn of the Bar 
Council, provided members 
comply strictly with the 
provisions of the Act. 

Computer viruses 
Computer users at the Bar 
has not been immune to a 
recent spate of computer 
viruses. A number of mem
bers' computers were in
fected by the W script. Kak. 
Worm. Writer hereof was 
one of the victims and 
traced the source of the 
infection back to the Bar's 
PC used by its administra
tive officer, Ms lna Mun
dell! 

Vrystaat 

Bygedra deur Germa 
Wright, Bloemfontein 

Vertrek van lede 
Gedurende die eerste paar 
maande van 2000 het 
Coenraad Herbst en 10han 
Horn die Balie verlaat. 

Nuwe Balieraad 
Gedurende April is die 
Balie se algemene jaarver
gadering gehou en is lan 
van der Merwe SC 
aangewys as nu we Balie
raadvoorsitter. Die ander 
lede van die Balieraad vir 
die volgende jaar is: Majel
lie Wessels SC, Bertus van 
Rhyn, Paul Zietsman, Louis 
Pohl en Henri Benade. 
Jimmy Claasen sal diens 
doen as ere-sekretaris. 

Regbank 
Gedurende die tweede 
termyn van 2000 het van 
ons lede weer waarnemende 
aanstellings op die regbank 
beklee. Hokkie Schreuder 
het vir die geheel van die 
termyn in die Vrystaatse 
Afdeling waargeneem, 
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terwyl Corne van Zyl ook 
vir 'n tydperk op die reg
bank diens gedoen het. 

Shyam Gyanda SC het 
VIr die geheel van die 
tweede termyn waarge
neem. Hy is lid van die 
Durbanse Balie. 

Mnr JC Pretorius (of dan 
"Oom Jan" soos hy goe
diglik onder Bloemfon
teinse praktisyns bekend 
staan) het ook weer as 
regter waargeneem. Sy be
kleding van hierdie amp het 
feitlik reeds 'n instelling 
geword. 

Die Balie is baie trots op 
Irma Schoeman en haar 
aanstelling as regter in die 
Transkeise Afdeling. In die 
Vrystaat is daar maar min 
vroue-advokate - 'n feit wat 
hierdie aanstelling tot 'n 
groot mate uitsonderlik 
maak. Irma is die eerste 
vrou sedert oud-regter 
Leonora van den Heever 
wat uit ons Balie permanent 
as regter aangestel is. Sy is 
ook die eerste junior 
advokaat uit die geledere 
van die Vrystaatse Balie wat 
permanent aangestel is. 

Algemeen 
Daar het die afgelope paar 
maande die tendens 
ontstaan dat verskeie lede 
wat die Balie verlaat het, 
onafhanklik as advokate 
praktiseer. Dit wil voorkom 
asof meer sodanige persone 
regshulpstrafwerk verrig as 
wat ..,lede van die Balie 
sodanige opdragte aanvaar. 
Dit kan moontlik toegeskryf 
word aan die swak betaling 
deur, en verlaagde fooie 
van, die Regshulpraad, 

.Natal 

Contributed by Shelley 
Walker, Durban 

Acting appointments 
Acting appointments during 
the second term were held 

by Ms PD Hemraj SC, 
MTK Moerane SC, AK 
Kissoon Singh SC and J 
Brauns (Durban Bar), SM 
Mbenenge (Transkei Bar) 
and HQ Msimang (Shep
stone & Wylie Tomlinsons 
Inc, Pietermaritzburg). 

New silks 
Six members of the Durban 
Bar were recently awarded 
silk status. They are AB 
Mahomed SC, LCA Win
chester SC, ND Hollis SC, 
Ms PD Hemraj SC, AK 
Kissoon Singh SC and VI 
Gajoo SC. See p 12 of this 
issue. 

Comings and goings 
Garth Harrison, Adrian 
Camp, Rudolf Ungerer, 
Kavitha Bheemchund, De
nise Menon, Sabera Ally 
and Bruce Bedderson 
joined the Durban Bar in 
January after passing their 
Bar examinations at the end 
of 1999. Mahomed Khan 
has rejoined the Durban 
Bar. 

Chris van Vuuren, Ken 
Samuel and Gideon Vos 
have left the Bar, whilst 
Pinkie Mokhatla and Saras 
Chettiah have joined the 
Pretoria Bar. 

Pro bono work 
A number of members of 
the Durban Bar have volun
teered their services as act
ing regional court magis
trates, for no reward, to help 
alleviate backlogs in the 
administration of justice. 
Thus far, such appointments 
have been held by Adrian 
Collingwood, Joe Wolma
rans and Paul Schumann. 

Noord-Kaa 

Bygedra deur 11 Schreuder, 
Kimberley 

Waarnemende regters 
Gedurende die eerste 

kwartaal het waarnemende 
regters Bosielo and Majiedt 
in ons Afdeling as regters 
waargeneem. Daarna, in 
April 2000, het Lacock SC 
en later Booyens SC waar
geneem as regter. 

Nuwe regter 
Op 5 Mei is regter Majiedt 
amptelik verwelkom as 
nuwe regter van die Noord
Kaapse Afdeling van die 
Hooggeregshof. Ons ver
eniging, wat regter Majiedt 
genomineer het, is veral 
trots daarop dat hy 'n boor
ling van die Noord-Kaap is. 
Regter Majiedt se curricu
lum vitae verskyn op bl 13 
van hierdie uitgawe. 

Sosiaal 
Die Vereniging se jaarlikse 
Baliejag het plaasgevind 
gedurende die naweek van 
5 tot 7 Mei 2000. Soos 
gewoonlik was dit 'n beson
dere aangename "uitstap
pie" na die Petrusville
omgewing. Verblyf is gereel 
by die Vanderkloof-oord. 
Nie alleen het elke lid sy 
kwota springbokke (wat na 
die goeie reens in 'n puik 
kondisie was) geskiet nie, 
maar die etes (deur die lede 
self voorberei) was ook van 
vyfster-gehalte. Van Nie
kerk se afvalpot en Lacock 
SC se lewerpot was iets 
besonders. 

Contributed by Sean 
Rosenberg, Cape Town 

Election of new Bar 
Council 
In March 1999 at a special 
general meeting of the Cape 
Bar, members resolved to 
amend the constitution for a 
trial period of one year, so 
as to ensure that black 
members would constitute 
not less than 40% of the Bar 
Council for the 199912000 
year, thereby giving black 

members a more powerful 
voice in Bar affairs. This 
arrangement, by common 
consent, worked admirably. 

Prior to the Bar Council 
election for the 2000/2001 
year, Advocates for Trans
formation ("AFT") sought a 
constitutional amendment 
giving black members 50% 
of the seats on the Bar 
Council. When it became 
apparent that such a resolu
tion would not be passed by 
the members of the Bar, the 
proposed amendment was 
withdrawn. A compromise 
proposal for de facto joint 
governance, based on the 
practice of the Natal Bar, 
was mooted by members of 
the Bar (at two general 
meetings called to discuss 
the issue), but was rejected 
by AFT, by a majority of 
one. At a subsequent mee
ting of AFT, it was decided 
by AFT members that there 
would be a complete with
drawal by AFT members 
from any participation in 
the Bar Council, its struc
tures, and the GCB. 

At the annual general 
meeting of the Bar held on 
10 May 2000 the following 
resolution was passed: 
"This general meeting: 
(i) reiterates the fundamen
tal commitment of the Cape 
Bar to the principles of the 
independence of the Bar, 
non-racialism and democra
cy in the conduct of i~ 
affairs; 
(ii) acknowledges however 
the distortions introduced 
into its makeup as regards 
race and gender by discri
mination and disadvantage; 
(iii) accepts that the Bar as a 
consequence is in a state of 
transition and transforma
tion; 
(iv) supports the principle 
of joint governance; 
(v) regrets the withdrawal 
by AFT members from any 
participation in the Bar 
Council, its committees and 
other structures; 
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