
Annual general 
meeting 

Report by Halima Saldulker, 
honorary secretary, on the 
annual general meeting of 
the GCB held in Pretoria on 
28 & 29 July 2000. 

The 55th AGM of the GCB was held 
in Pretoria on 28 and 29 July 2000. 

This year 's event was hosted by the 
Pretoria Bar. 

Dominating the topics of discussion 
at this year's AGM, inter alia, were the 
transformation of the advocates' profes
sion, legal aid, direct briefing of counsel, 
the future of the pupillage and Bar 
examinations and the proposed Single 
Legal Practitioners ' Bill. Critical and 
lucid debate on these wide-ranging top
ics ensued amongst the delegates. 

The chairman called on all the Bars 
to grasp the transformation nettle nation
ally. He reported that the GCB had been 
represented at the Transformation Legal 
Forum in November 1999 by a delega
tion fully representative as to race and 
gender consisting of the GCB executive 
and other representatives of the Bars 
from across the country. Our delegation 
undoubtedly achieved a remarkable 
degree of representivity of the wider 
membership. The chairman stated that 
the GCB should explore the pursuit of 
joint governance. The meeting unani
mously adopted in principle the propos
al by Vice-chairman Sutherland SC 
which was aimed at the restructuring of 
the national executive of the GCB which 
would promote a wider representivity. 
The expanded executive should be rep
resentative of race, gender and all Bars. 

With regard to the proposed Single 
Legal Practitioners' Bill it was resolved 
that a small drafting committee under 
the leadership of the chairman be 
appointed to produce a draft Legal 
Practioners' Bill to be circulated to all 
Bars. The proposal would also be dis
cussed with the LSSA and other role
players, and thereafter with the Policy 
Unit of the Department of Justice for 
its consideration. 

It was a unanimous view that the 
Bar had to retain its independence and 

Mr NeLson MandeLa in joviaL mood at the GCB dinner with (from Left to right): Gcina 
Ma Lindi, Johannesburg Bar, Halima SaLduLker, newLy eLected honorary secretary of the 
GCB, Jeremy GauntLett Se, GCB chairman, and Hi/ton Epstein SC, Johannesburg Bar. 

The Minister and Deputy Minister of Justice, Dr Penuell Maduna (right) and Ms CheryL 
GiLLwaLd (Left) are weLcomed at the GCB dinner by RoLand SutherLand SC, vice-chairman of 
the GCB. 

continue to self-regulate the profes A proposal to permit direct briefing 
sion. There was also consensus that it of counsel for opinion work by non
was appropriate to co-operate with practising attorneys continued to be an 
other branches of the legal profession animated and controversial topic. While 
at national level. there was support of this proposal from 
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two large Bars, namely Johannesburg 
and the Cape (in Johannesburg's case a 
qualified support), there was opposition 
from the other Bars. It was resolved that 
the referral principle remains funda
mental to the practice of advocacy and 
of the Bar as a separate and independent 
institution in the legal profession. It was 
further resolved that the Cape Bar 
should reconsider its exception to the 
direct briefing rule and report back to 
Exco in October 2000. 

The future of pupillage and Bar 
examinations was debated at length. 
The possibility raised by the National 
Bar Examination Board and the task 
team that pupiUage be extended to one 
year was not approved. Pupils applying 
to repeat pupillage whether or not they 
had changed to another Bar, must make 
full disclosure of previous pupillages 
and a report must be obtained from the 
provincial convener concerned before 
consideration of the application. It was 
resolved that the convener of the 
National Bar Examination Board 
should attend all meetings of the GCB. 
There was a call for closer liaison 
between the Advocacy Training 
Committee and the National Bar 
Examination Board. This relates to the 
debate concerning the length of pupil
lage, and also as to whether advocacy 

training should precede or follow the 
Bar exams. It was resolved that the 
Advocacy Training Committee and the 
National Bar Examination Board 
should liaise more closely in this 
regard, and in similar cost implications 
and logistics for regional and national 
lectures. Sharise Weiner SC was 
appointed as the new convener of the 
Advocacy Training Committee. 

Judge M Navsa attended part of the 
meeting and addressed the delegates on 
legal aid issues. The chairman offered a 
word of special thanks to him as well as 
to Kuny SC, Sutherland SC and Halima 
Saldulker. Judge Navsa reported that the 
Legal Aid Board had reduced its esti
mated contingent liabilities from R600 
million to R283 million. An electronic 
pay-point at Johannesburg had been 
established and the Board had approved 
a similar pay-point for Natal and 
Benoni. Many of the executive posi
tions, he reported, were not filled at the 
Legal Aid Board. Judge Navsa urged 
the delegates to consider entering into 
co-operative agreements with the Legal 
Aid Board which would involve groups 
of advocates pooling their resources to 
undertake work for the Legal Aid 
Board. Judge Navsa stated that it was 
planned to escalate the establishment of 
justice centres. 

GCB NEWS 


Sir Sydney Kentridge QC speaking at the 
GCB dinner. 

This year's AGM was marked by a 
dinner in honour of Sir Sydney and 
Lady Kentridge QC. Guests present at 
the dinner included former President 
Nelson Mandela, Acting Chief Justice 
Hendrik van Heerden, President of the 
Constitutional Court Arthur Chaskalson, 
Acting Deputy Chief Justice Joos Hefer, 
the Minister of Justice, Dr Penuell 
Maduna, the Deputy Minister of Justice, 
Ms Cheryl Gillwald, and Judge 
President Bernard Ngoepe. Many mem
bers of the Constitutional Court, 
Supreme Court of Appeal and High 
Court judges were in attendance. The 
former President paid tribute to the late 
Chief Justice Ismail Mahomed. He also 
described Sir Sydney Kentridge's career 
as brilliant and stated that Lady 
Kentridge had played a vital role in set
ting up the Legal Resources Centre 
which she still serves. 

The chairman announced new ini
tiatives at the dinner. They include the 
setting up of the Sydney and Felicia 
Kentridge Award for Service to Law in 
southern Africa, and the Pius Langa 
Bar Scholarships in honour of the 
Deputy President of the Constitutional 
Court. The first Kentridge award was 
bestowed posthumously on Chief 
Justice Ismail Mahomed. The award 
was accepted on the family's behalf by 

to the Law to Mr Enver Mahomed, who received the award on behalf of the late Chief Judge Mahomed's brother, Mr Enver 
Justice Ismail Mahomed. Mahomed. 

Sir Sydney Kentridge handing over the first Sydney and Felicia Kentridge Awardfor Service 
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GCB NEWS 

Timothy Bruinders was thanked for 
his service during the several years he 
served both as honorary secretary and 
assistant honorary secretary of the 
GCB. 

Halima Saldulker was elevated to 
the position of honorary secretary and 
Patrick Mtshaulana was elected assis
tant honorary secretary. 

The new GCB national executive is: 

Jeremy Gauntlett SC (chairman), 
Nirmal Singh SC (deputy chairman), 
Roland Sutherland SC (vice-chair
man), Halima Saldulker (honorary sec
retary), Patrick Mtshaulana (assistant 
honorary secretary). 

The next Exco meeting will be held on 
28 October 2000 and the 200t AGM 
will be held in Kimberley on 27 and 28 
July 2001. DJ 

Diary 

Conference: Barristers and 
Advocates 

July 2001, Dublin 

The First World Conference of Barristers 
and Advocates will be held in Dublin in 
July 200 I. More information on this event 
will appear in the next issue of Advocate. 

World Women Lawyers 
Conference 

1-2 March 2001, London 

In March 2001 female lawyers from all 
jurisdictions and a wide range of practice 
areas will have the chance to meet, learn 
and network at a unique two-day event fea
turing some of the world's most successful 
and powerful women, 

U~ Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright will open the conference as 
keynote speaker and chair the first day's 
plenary session on women 's rights as 
human rights. Day two will examine issues 
of Islam, women and the law in a plenary 
session chaired by groundbreaking CNN 
journalist Christiane Amanpour. Queen 
Noor of Jordan has been invited to open the 
session as keynote speaker. 

Organised by the IBA's Women's Interest 
Group, the conference will also provide del
egates with the opportunity to update them
selves in their own specialist area. 
Contact: IBA tel +44(0)20 7629 1206 

fax +(0)20 7409 0456 
website www.ibanet.org 

The GCB chairman, Jeremy Gauntlet! SC, putting his case to Lady Felicia Kentridge and 
the president of the Constitutional Court, Justice Arthur Chaskalson. With his back to the 
camera is Acting Chief Justice Hennie van Heerden. 

At the GCB dinner from left to right: Philip Zilwa, Bisho, Jules Browde SC, Johannesburg, 
Mrs P Mlambo-Ncguka, Minister of Minerals and Energy, and Mr Bulelane Ncguka, 
National Director of Public Prosecutions. 

LAWYERS' GOWNS 


Quality garments made to 
your specific needs within 

48 hrs. 

Contact Ellen today at: 

Tel: (011) 679 4818 
Fax: (011) 475 5349 
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