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Those of use who have been fortu
I nate enough to participate in dia

logue and contact with colleagues in 
other jurisdictions having an independ
ent referral Bar, whether through advo
cacy training, the mA or other organi
sations, will know the value to be 
gained from such contact. For this rea
son the Forum for Barristers and 
Advocates of the IBA has, since its 
inception, been considering the idea of 
convening a World Conference for 
Barristers and Advocates. 

It was hoped that such a conference 
could be convened in Dublin during 
July 2001 but that proved over-opti
mistic. However, the idea has not died 
but was merely shelved temporarily. 

At the meeting of the Forum in 
Istanbul on the 1 st June we considered a 
proposal from the Australian Bar 
Association (the ABA) to convene such 
a conference in collaboration with its 
biennial conference in accordance with 
proposals put forward by Glenn Martin 
SC (who as I know from happy experi
ence is highly skilled at organising such 
conferences). All member bars were 

. enthusiastic and in principle agreed to 
hold such a conference in Edinburgh 
from the 27th to the 29th June 2002. 
(Members who would like to do so will 
be able to go on to participate in the 
ABA conference in Paris the following 
week.) Since then we have been able to 
find suitable accommodation for the 
conference in Edinburgh and we should 
have provisional costs shortly. Our aim 
is to ensure that the costs are reasonable 
and we will look for ways of limiting 
those costs in order to make the confer
ence accessible to as many members as 
possible. 

The essential ingredient for such a 
conference to be successful is of course 
a sufficiently large attendance. The 
idea of holding it fairly close to the 
Australian Bar Association Conference 
- which every two years takes place 
outside Australia - should ensure that 
this goal can be achieved. In addition 
by holding the conference in Scotland 
it should make it relatively easy for 
barristers from the United Kingdom 
and Ireland to attend. From a South 
African point of view the conjunction 
of such a conference with the July 
vacation in the courts should facilitate 
members attending, possibly in con
junction with a vacation in Europe. 

The purpose of such a conference is 
not simply to enable Bar leaders to 
meet. This they do already through the 
Forum at the regular meetings of the 

Pius Langa Scholarship 


The General Council of the Bar of 
I South Africa (the GCB) is pleased 

to announce the award of the Pius 
Langa Scholarship for 2001 to 
Kameshni Pillay 

Kameshni Pillay (27) holds BA 
LLB and LLM degrees from the 
University of the Witwatersrand. She 
went to school in Lenasia. She previ
ously worked part-time as a teacher for 
an NGO, then as a teller and processor 
for a bank. More recently she has 
served in the Constitutional Litigation 
Unit of the Legal Resources Centre, 
Johannesburg, where she has been 
involved in a wide range of litigation. 

In 1999 Kameshni was awarded a 
scholarship to attend an advanced 
advocacy training course arranged by 
the South Eastern Circuit of UK 

Kameshni Pillay 

Barristers at Keble College, Oxford. 
The Pius Langa Scholarship - funded 

by the Nedcor Group - was set up last 
year. It is awarded both for outstanding 

IBA. Its purpose is to enable ordinary 
members of the Bar to meet and share 
experiences with their colleagues from 
other jurisdictions. 

We in South Africa have already 
benefited from exchanges with other 
Bars in regard to training but there are 
many other fruitful areas of co-opera
tion. The adaptation of Bar rules and the 
basis of practice to current conditions in 
the world, particularly in the light of 
globalisation of the economy, is an on
going cause for concern. The relation
ship between the legal profession and 
competition authorities is an important 
issue in every jurisdiction where there is 
an independent Bar. Training and prac
tice issues are of world-wide interest. 
The daily practice of law increasingly 
requires of the advocate that she or he is 
familiar with other legal systems and 
their workings. 

The idea of a World Bar Conference 
is an exciting one. In the meantime I 
would welcome an indication of inter
est from members in order to gauge the 
likely strength of the South African 
contingent at such a conference. If you 
are interested please infonn Elize van 
den Heever and her staff at the nation
al GCB office or drop me a line indi
cating your interest either bye-mail 
(mwallis@iafrica.com) or by fax (031
3041456). DJ 

merit and with regard for the need to 
redress the imbalance of race and gen
der at the Bar. Its selection committee 
comprises Prof Michael Katz (for the 
Nedcor Group), Patric Mtshaulana 
(representing Justice Langa), and 
Jeremy Gauntlett SC (chairman of the 
GCB). 

Commenting on the award, 
Gauntlett said : "There were a number 
of strong candidates for the Pius Langa 
Scholarship this year. Ms Pillay how
ever is a compelling candidate - not 
only because of her strong academic 
background, but because of her impres
sive involvement in public-interest 
advocacy at the LRC. We welcome her 
to practice at the Bar." DJ 
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