
GCB NEWS 

AGM 2001 - a talk on the wild side 
Contributed by Henk du Toit, Cape Bar 

" yes, it's my first AGM," I replied 
with as much enthusiasm as I 

could muster in the Northern Cape cold. 
The two silks smiled subtly and winked 
at each other as though I had just told 
them that I was about to take my very 
first shave. 

"Our Kimberley hosts had abducted 
us to a game farm which could only be 
reached by 4x4 ... or any 1400 cc rental 
car of course. Hunting was not on the 
cards though. On the contrary, lanisch 
and I spent late night hours of expert 
driving, attempting to evade rabbits and 
ostriches, only to be informed that the 
second Cape car had not been so sympa
thetic towards one little fellow. Steyn SC 
denies driving. 

Our Kimberley colleagues' hospitality 
was only matched by their efficient 
arrangements: a spitbraai where food was 
served at 20h30! (As opposed to the 
usual scenario of starving and inebriated 
guests hacking away at some underdone 
carcass at midnight.) For Weiner, 
Pammenter and Dickson SSC it was not 
the last barbeque, as they spitbraaied 
themselves in front of the fire-place dur

ing the meeting sessions across from 
their Eskimo-clad colleagues (you had to 
be there). 

It never ceases to amaze me how 
advocates are unable to apply their pro
fessional skills beyond their chambers 
and the court. The 10'burg contingent, for 

Two new faces at the AGM of the GCB at 
Wintershoek Game Lodge near KimberLey: 
Cape Bar members Henk du Toil (left), 
author of this contribution, and Michael 
lanisch (right). 

example, were unsuccessful in persuad
ing the airline to allow them on the 
timeous flight to Kimberley (notwith
standing the fact that they had tickets for 
that flight). They then found out that their 
KZN colleagues were more persuasive: 
they had taken their seats. 

The venue of our meeting turned out 
not to be inappropriate after all. Within 
one Friday and after only two mud slings 
and 36 peppermints, we had unanimous
ly slain the big three: blacklisting, white 
governance and green pupils. Even the 
more boring game was made more palat
able by the eloquence, garnished with 
appropriate humor, of the three chairper
sons and the likes of Van der Linde Se. 

Without much jeremy-mandering (he 
groans - another pun abusing his name) 
Gauntlett SC was left at the helm to sail 
us to our new politically COlTect port. The 
evening found our leader speeching in a 
barn surrounded by an oil lamp, a wheel
barrow and what appeared to be some 
torture instruments, reminiscent of a 
Whistler painting. 

On my Saturday afternoon return 
home, I unexpectedly encountered a 
breathless Pammenter and Dickson at 
Bloemfontein Airport. "Where's your 
plane?" I enquired. "Over there," they 
replied sheepishly, pointing at an aircraft 
lifting off the runway towards the north. 
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