
An Amsterdam honorary degree for 
Justice A Chaskalson 

The University of Amsterdam has decid
ed to grant an honorary doctorate to 
Justice Arthur Chaskalson, the president 
of the Constitutional Court. An honorary 
doctorate is the highest scholarly degree 
a university can award as a token of 
appreciation and gratitude in recognition 
of outstanding merit. 

The decision has been taken by the 
council of the University of Amsterdam 
on the basis of a proposal made by Prof 
Eltjo JH Schrage, director of the Paul 
Scholten Institute for Legal Research. 
Prof Schrage has a long-standing 
acquaintance with South Africa. In 1993 
he held, as a visiting professor, the WP 
Schreiner chair at the University of Cape 
Town. He currently is also an honorary 
professor at the University of the North. 

Prof Schrage's proposal was based 
upon three considerations. The following 
is a short summary of his arguments: 
1 Arthur Chaskalson, as a successful 

advocate, rendered an important con
tribution to the implementation of 
human rights during the era of 
apartheid. He was also actively 
involved in the Legal Resources 
Centre, which fought with all legal 
means against discrimination based 
upon race and the unjust statutory 
measures taken by the apartheid 
regime. See Komani v Bantu Affairs 
Administration Board Peninsula Area 
1980 (4) SA 448 (A). 

2 	 He was an author of the Interim 
Constitution of South Africa. Many 
fundamental rights highlighted by 

Judge Chaskalson in his early days as 
an advoc~te found their place in the 
drafting of the Constitution. Further
more, he was one of the most influen
tial advisors to the Multi-Party 
Negotiating Forum which wrote the 
new Constitution. Among the most 
important innovations is the Bill of 
Rights. Consequently Arthur 
Chaskalson counts as one of the 
founding fathers of the young South 
African democracy. 

3 	 As the first president of the newly cre
ated Constitutional Court he guided 
this court on the road to recognition as 
an extremely important safeguard for 
the implementation of the rule of law . 
in South Africa. See inter alia 
Executive Council of the Western 
Cape Legislature v President of the 
RSA 1995 (10) BCLR 1289 (CC); 
1995 (4) SA 877 (CC) and State v 
Makwanyane 1995 (6) BCLR 665 
(CC); 1995 (2) SACR 1 (CC); 1995 
(3) SA 391 (CC). DJ 
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