
BAR NEWS 

member of the Bar. Of these 
he spent 42 years in practice, 
and in his resignation letter 
tendered to the Bar Council 
at the time he described these 
years as '... elke oomblik 
was 'n groot voorreg.' 

A memorial service was 
held in his honour at the 
commencement of the third 
term. The farewell by the 
chairman of the Cape Bar 
Council, Treurnicht SC, on 
that occasion concluded: 

'By hierdie laaste geleent
heid waar ons finaal van horn 
afskeid neem, eer ons horn vir 
sy besondere bydrae tot ons 
Balie en die besondere di
mensie wat hy in die beoefen
ing van ons professie gebring 
het en huldig ons horn as 'n 
uitstaande kollega, mens en 
juris.' 

Noord-Kaap 

8ygedra deur Japie 
Schreuder, Kimberley 

Waarnemende 
aanstellings 

Gedurende die afgelope 
termyn was daar geen 

waarnemende aanstellings 
nie. Lacock SC neem vanaf 
1 November 2000 waar as 
regter. 

Aftrede 
Regter-president MDJ 
Steenkamp tree aan die 
einde van Oktober af. Ree
lings vir sy afskeid sal aan
stons getref word. 

Verkiesing 
Van Niekerk is verkies as 
nuwe leier van die Balie, 
terwyl Botha en Olivier on
derskeidelik as onder-voor
sitter en sekretaris verkies is . 

Annual general 
meeting 
The annual general meeting 
of the General Council of the 
Bar was, according to reports 

received from delegates of the 
various Bars, a great success. 
We are proud of the fact that 
we, representing the smallest 
Bar in the country, could 
manage to hold an event 
such as this in the relaxed 
atmosphere of a nature re
serve. Having said this, we 
would also like to thank all 
the delegates who went 
through more trouble than 
usual in order to attend. We 
hope that your patience on 

. this occasion paid off. 

Bisho 

We remember . ... 

The late Deva Pillay se 

Contributed by 
Richard Quinn SC 

On 7 August a service was 
held in the high court, Bisho, 
on the occasion of the passing 
away of Deva Pillay SC. 
Pickard JP presided together 
with all other judges of the 
division. The Bisho Society 
of Advocates was repre
sented by Richard Quinn SC 
while Izak Smuts SC offi
cially represented the East
ern Cape Society of 
Advocates. The sitting was 
well attended by all members 
of the Bisho Society of Ad
vocates and most members of 
the Amatola Attorney's As
sociation and the East Lon

don Attorney's Association. 
Quinn SC paid tribute to 

Deva Pillay, referring to his 
contribution in the field of 
criminal, administrative and 
constitutional law. 'He did 
this in the company of the 
leading silks of the time who 
relied on Deva's meticulous 
and energetic preparation. 
Deva's name is to be found 
in the law reports alongside 
those ... [of many renowned 
counsel] .. . He acted as 
mentor to junior members 
. .. He set out to heal divi
sions, smooth over problems 
and create proper relation
ships between Bar and 
Bench.' 

A curriculum vitae ofDeva 
Pillay was published in 1999 
June Consultus 15 at the time 
when he took silk. 

Port Elizabeth 

Contributed by Patrick 
Scott, Port Elizabeth 

New members 
Five new members com
menced practice at the Port 
Elizabeth Bar in July 2001 
after successfully completing 
their pupillage. They are: 
Werner Calitz, Zixo Feni, 
Joan Urban, Eric Menti and 
Deon Geldenhuys. 

Kobus Brisley has again 
taken up chambers in Oasim 
South after practising on his 
own for several years. 

Pupils 
There are at present five 
pupils at the Port Elizabeth 
Bar. 

Cocktail function 
Last year's inaugural cocktail 
function hosting the attor
neys appears likely to be
come an annual event. On 
27 September 2001 a similar 
function was held at the 
President's Suite, St Georges 
Park, and was enjoyed by a 

large number of attorneys 
from Port Elizabeth and 
surrounding areas. 

Acting appointments 
Johan Wessels held an acting 
appointment for portion of 
the third term of 2001. 

Members leaving 
Julian Butler, Jurie Jurgens 
and Perry Beningfield left the 
Bar earlier this year to pursue 
other interests. 

Natal 

Contributed by Shelley 
Walker, Durban 

Acting judicial 
appointments 
Soni SC, Southwood SC, 
Van Zyl SC, Booyens SC, 
Griffiths, Mr Trichamjee and 
Mr Ngubane held acting 
appointments in Natal dur
ing the second term. Acting 
appointments for the fourth 
term were not available at the 
time of going to press. 

Annual general 
meeting 
The KwaZulu-Natal Society 
of Advocates held its 72nd 
annual general meeting on 25 
August. AJ Dickson SC of 
the Pietermaritzburg Bar was 
elected chairman of the Bar 
Council and G D Harpur of 
the Durban Bar was elected 
vice-chairman. Other silks 
elected to the council were 
MTK Moerane SC and Ms 
PD Hemraj Se. 

Pupillage 
Nine pupils are currently 
undergoing pupillage in 
Durban and three in Pieter
maritzburg. 

New members 
Nash Dheoduth , Deen Go
vender, Nicolett Joubert, 
Lydia Kay, Griffits Madon
sela, Ridwaan Mohamed, 
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Des (SK) Parmanand, War
ren Shapiro, Michael Sibisi, 
Ma1colm Stewart, Khaye 
Thango and Noel Winfred 
joined the Durban Bar after 
completing pupillage during 
the first half of the year. We 
wish them every success. 

Comings and goings 
Sandra Govender has left the 
Bar, whilst Roshnee Punch
00 is away on sabbatical. 

North-West 

Retirement of Judge 
JAM Khumalo 

Contributed by John 
Stander, North-West 
Bar 

Judge JAM Khumalo, popu
larly known as 'Oom Jam,' 
retired after 15 years on the 
high court Bench at the end 
of October 2001. Joshua 
Alpheus Mdabula Khumalo 
was born on 22 December 
1929. He attended school at 
Nigel Primary School and 
matriculated at Nigel Sec
ondary School in 1949. He 
obtained the Public Service 
Law Certificate in 1968 and 
was appointed the first black 
magistrate for Durban and 
Umlazi in Natal. He left 
South Africa in 1970 and 
worked for the Swaziland 
Government until October 
1982. During this time he 
was a senior magistrate and 

acting judge of the high court 
of Swaziland. He obtained 
the degrees BJuris (1975) 
LLB (1985) LLM (1998), 
and was a judge of the high 
court in the North West since 
March 1986. 

He is presently reading for 
the PhD degree at the Uni
versity of Natal. He is a 
member of the International 
Rutegee Law Judges Asso
ciation based in the Nether
lands. Judge Khumalo is a 
pianist and a lover ofclassical 
music. He reads, speaks and 
writes German. He is married 
to Virginia with six children 
and sixteen grandchildren 
some of whom are accom
plished musicians. 

He is well travelled and has 
been a guest of many coun
tries. He is the author of 
several publications, inter 
alia, on customary courts, 
practice, maintenance and 
divorce. 

Johannes
burg 

Contributed by 
Pieter Pauw SC, 
Johannesburg 

Constitution 
In accordance with the GCB 
resolution of July 2001 to 
provide for black represen
tivity the constitution of the 
Johannesburg Bar Council 
has been amended to pro
vide for an enlarged Bar 
council of 24 members - 12 
seniors and 12 juniors - 50% 
of whom must be black. Six 
members must be women. As 
at 15 October more than 50 
nominations had been re
ceived. 

Honorary membership: 
Jules Browde se 

The biennial Bar dinner on 13 
October also served as a 
special meeting to confer 
honorary membership on 
Jules Browde SC. Chris Lox
ton SC spoke in support of 
the motion to confer honor
ary membership on Jules. 
What follows is an extract 
from the motivation: 

'Jules was born on 21 May 
1919. He was educated at 
King Edward VII School, 
Johannesburg, and gradu
ated with a BA from the 
University of the Witwaters
rand in 1939. When the 
Second World War broke 
out, he joined the South 
African Artillery and saw 
service in East and North 
Africa, Madagascar and 
Italy. After the war he re
turned to Wits to study law, 
obtaining his LLB degree in 
1947. Jules was admitted to 
the Society in 1948 and took 
silk in 1969. He was chairman 
of the Bar Council in 1983 
and 1985 and has taken an 
acting appointment on sev
eral occasions. In 1990 he was 
appointed a judge of the 
Court of Appeal of Lesotho 
and in 1992 a judge of the 
Court of Appeal in Swazi
land. 

Jules was one of the found
ing members of Lawyers for 
Human Rights when it was 
established and [in 1984] 
became its national chair
man, a position which he 
held for ten years. In the 

mid-1980s Jules was asked 
to chair the National Con
vention Movement, and in 
that capacity undertook one 
of the earliest trips to Lusaka 
to meet with ANC lea
ders. His warm and long
standing relationship with 
Oliver Tambo amongst 
others and his stature as a 
leading human rights lawyer 
played an important part in 
facilitating crucial decisions 
by the ANC to adopt the 
path of constitutionalism 
and with it the protection of 
human rights. The fact that 
Jules had also moved the 
application for the admis
sion as an attorney of his 
old classmate Nelson Man
dela, and that he had al
so acted for the firm of 
Mandela & Tambo in an 
application to establish their 
right to continue to practise 
in the city also helped mat
ters immeasurably. 

[What] has made Jules a 
great lawyer is what makes 
him a great person. He has a 
genuine interest in people. 
He has an unerring instinct 
for what is right and for what 
is good. He brings out the 
best in those around him even 
if, for the moment, they are 
his opponents ... [He] is the 
embodiment of what a mem
ber of this Bar should strive 
to be. He is scrupulously 
honest and fair in his deal
ings with his colleagues. He 
enjoys the complete trust of 
both his opponents and the 
court. He has an instinct for 
and understanding of the 
values which underlie a con
stitutional democracy and 
had that instinct and that 
understanding at a time 
when few others did.' 

Criminal appeals 
The Bar Council co-operated 
with the Deputy Judge Pre
sident and the Director of 
Public Prosecutions (Witwa
tersrand) in organising spe-

December 2001 Advocate 17 

user
Rectangle

user
Rectangle


