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The proper preparation of pupils for 
practice is now firmly established as a 

centrepiece of the work which the Bar 
does for members of the profession. 

Once again, an immensely successful 
workshop for advocacy-trainers was 
held at the Drakensberg Sun Resort 
over the weekend of 18 to 20 January 
2002. This event coincided with the sixth 
anniversary of the advent of systematic 
advocacy training at the South African 
Bar. It in turn, celebrates the sixth 
anniversary of a most reward
ing cooperative relationship 
with the Bar of England and 
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Africa of members of the 
English Bar to participate as 
trainers of South African 
advocates, has led to professional and 
personal relationships remarkable for 
their warmth and generosity. 

On this occasion two judges and four 
leading counsel of Gray's Inn joined the 
South African team to train the trainee
trainers. Lord Justice Mummery was 
able to be present owing to the support of 
the office of the Lord Chancellor of 
England. The other expenses were borne 
partly by the General Council of the Bar 
of South Africa and partly by the 
personal payment by the English con
tingent themselves. Lord Justice Mum
mery of the Court ofAppeal, and himself 
a past chairman of the Department of 
Continuing Education and Advocacy 
Training at Gray's Inn, Judge Byers, 
Nicholas Price QC, the present chairman 
of the department, Edwin Glasgow QC 
and David Hunt QC also past chairmen 
of the department, and Colin McCaul 
comprised the contingent. 

The depth ofexperience of the English 
contingent, their collegiality, and their 

insight into and skills in the arts of 
advocacy, are evident to all who have 
had the privilege of working with them. 

Edwin Glasgow QC has been amongst 
the most frequent visitors to South 
Africa from England to participate in 
and advance the cause of advocacy 
training in South Africa. He has done 
so again, notwithstanding competing 
commitments owing to his participa
tion in a highly charged commission of 
enquiry in Northern Ireland, and more 

legal procedure." 

recently, as defence counsel for dismissed 
High Court judges in Malawi, charged 
with crimes, which include granting bail 
on "too loose terms." David Hunt QC, 
together with Edwin Glasgow, is another 
familiar face to join us in advocacy 
training, and was amongst the original 
English contingent who spent three 
weeks in February 1996 introducing 
advocacy training to South Africa, and 
was last here at the Zevenwacht Trainers 
Workshop in 1998. Nicholas Price QC 
and Colin McCaul were making their 
first visit to South Africa to participate in 
advocacy training. 

Among the signal acts of generosity 
by our English colleagues has been their 
kind permission for the South African 
Training Programme to utilise the ex
cellent case material developed over 
several years and modified to suit South 
African legal procedure. These exercises 
are in some measure adaptations from 
course material generously made avail
able to the English Bar by Australian 

and American Advocacy-Trainers, and 
it is more than likely that these exercises 
constitute the most travelled instru
ments of legal education around the 
world. 

At the outset of the workshop on the 
Friday night, Lord Justice Mummery 
addressed the workshop. There were 26 
trainers, 40 trainee-trainers (including 
threejudges), and 24 pupils. Lord Justice 
Mummery spoke of the value of advo
cacy training to judges, who were, he 
contended, the principal consumers of 
good and of bad advocacy. He put 
forward the view that advocacy training 
was best conducted by people who were 
engaged in the practice of advocacy 
themselves and it was this that gave the 
skills and insights transmitted to pupils 
their true value. He made the point that 

the very best advocates are 
usually to be found in the 
ranks of advocacy-trainers. 

tioners, in an especially ad
vantageous position to know 
what kinds of advocacy 
worked and what did not 

and to bring that perspective to bear in 
the advocacy training programme. In 
England, judges have been involved in 
advocacy training from the outset, and 
this similarly has been the position in 
South Africa. Justice Johann Kriegler, 
who was a member of the advocacy 
training team, is one of the most 
experienced and dedicated advocacy 
trainers. 

Innovation in advocacy training is 
ceaseless. Among Lord Justice Mum
mery's invitations to the South Afri
cans was to contemplate addressing the 
training of counsel in client relation
ships, a matter now receiving attention 
in England. To this area of concern, 
and to others, we will also turn our 
attention. 

On the back of six years of working 
together, it is plain that this flourishing 
and fruitful collaboration between 
South African advocates and English 
barristers is likely to yield many more 
bumper harvests in the future. . CD 
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