
nesburg Bar on four occa
sions, in 1972,1974,1979 and 
1984. 

Bill died on the 7th of May 
2001, at the age of 79, while 
on holiday in Cape Town. 
His ashes were scattered at a 
number of his favourite 
places, including Oliphants
bos, Kirstenbosch and Silver
mine. A plaque will be placed 
alongside that of other family 
members in Woltemade in 
Maitland. He is survived by 
his wife Pat and his son 
Geoff." 

Cape 

Contributed by Patsi 
Weyer 

Membership 

Recent newcomers to the 
Cape Bar are: M Blum

berg, DP Borgstrom, AG 
Caiger, TA Carter, JE Losh, 
KS Sailer. The Bar has also 
welcomed back N Goso, GR 
Papier and DP van Tonder. 
At present there are 21 pupil 
advocates preparing for the 
forthcoming Bar examina
tion. The ratio of male to 
female candidates this year 
is 11 : 10. 

Membership at the Cape 
Bar has fallen over the past 
three years. At present there 
are 313 members. Figures for 
the same period in previous 
years are: 2001: 328; 2000: 
331; 1999: 319; 1998: 297. 
Members who have left the 
Bar in the past year and 
whom we wish every success 
in their future endeavours 
are: 

GJ Badenhorst, MA Bayn
ham, RS Black, MP Braude, 
C Cross, T Du Plessis, JP Du 
Toit, R Garland, M Goed
volk, JF Joubert, A Lange, 
MJ Lizani, AJ Musikanth, 
V Ngalwana, MR Rama
bulana, R Scalabrino, JC 
Swanepoel, MA Thompson, 
SL Van der Wait, PR van 
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Zyl, AH Veldhuizen SC, 
P Volmink, D Welgemoed, 
M Wilker. 

Referendum: 
25 October 2001 
The discussions which have 
been on-going between the 
Cape Bar Council and Ad
vocates for Transformation 
(AFT) culminated with the 
holding of a referendum of 
members of the Cape Bar 
Council held on 25 October 
2001. The quorum of mem
bers present voted unani
mously to approve the 
amendment of the Cape Bar 
Council's Constitution to 
provide for half of the mem
bers of the Bar Council to be 
black members, as also to 
create the new position of 
vice-chairperson. 

The following members 
have been appointed to the 
newly constituted Cape Bar 
Council: 
Treurnicht SC (chairperson); 
Albertus SC (vice-chairper
son); De Swardt SC, RT 
Williams, I Jamie, A Sholto
Douglas, C Williams, L Fi
chardt, A Schippers, HL Du 
Toit (Secretary), N Bawa, T 
Golden and M Janisch (as
sistan t secretary /tre!isurer). 

The chairman of the CBC 
reports that the council is 
hard at work and that there 
has been a successful transi
tion to the functioning of the 
newly constituted council. 
Unofficial reports from a 
number of the council mem
bers canvassed would sup
port the view that the 
council is operating very 
well and that the levels of 
co-operation between the 
members is excellent. It is 
gratifying to report that the 
protracted discussions in this 
regard which have spanned a 
number of years, have finally 
come to fruition with the full 
support of all members of the 
Cape Bar. This is further 

underscored by the fact that 
in the past year approxi
mately 80 members of the 
Bar have availed their ser
vices to the greater good of 
the various standing commit
tees which assist in carrying 
out various sub-committee 
functions. The Bar Council 
has expressed its profound 
appreciation to all these 
members and other mem
bers of the Bar who so read
ily and unselfishly gave up 
their time to assist the Bar 
Council in discharging its 
many and varied functions. 

An extract from the chair
man's report for 2002 dealing 
with the issue of governance 
summarises the position as 
follows: 

"Although there is wide 
agreement that reference to 
race should not become en
trenched in the Bar's Consti
tution, members have 
unanimously approved the 
proposed amendments at a 
Special General Meeting of25 
October 2001. These amend
ments will lapse at the time of 
the Annual General Meeting 
of 2004. 

The Special General Meet
ing of October 2001 was 
called after the decision of 
the newly elected Bar Council 
to initiate and support the 
amendments in an endeavour 
to end an unfortunate state of 
affairs threatening a division 
of the Bar along racial lines. 
It is pleasing to report that 

Land Claims Court 
Practice 
Direction No 6 

Issued by the Acting Judge 

President of the Land Claims 

Court 

In terms of section 9(3) of the 
Extension of Security of Tenure 
'Act 62 of 1997 a court hearing in a 
case for the eviction of an occupier 
must request a probation officer 
to submit a report within a 
reasonable time on certain 

BAR NEWS 


the amendments have had the 
desired effect. The present 
Bar Council, with half of its 
members co-opted for the 
remainder of its term, is 
functioning as efficiently 
and as well as could have 
been hoped for. All its mem
bers have displayed complete 
independence during debates 
regarding all aspects of the 
Bar and loyalty towards the 
Bar and the interests of all its 
members. 

There is every reason to 
believe that the present spirit 
and sense of duty will endure 
and the duration of the 
interim arrangement will be 
sufficient to ensure the build
ing of mutual trust to such an 
extent that any reference to 
racial quotas thereafter will 
be unwarranted." 

Visit by the new Chief 
Justice 
Chief Justice A Chaskalson 
paid a visit to the Cape Bar 
on 11 February 2002 . He was 
welcomed at an informal 
meeting which was held with 
members of the Bar and the 
attorneys' profession. This 
meeting also invited mem
bers of both Bar and the 
attorneys' profession to air 
their views in regard to the 
functioning of or shortcom
ings in the judicial system and 
to submit their proposals to 
the newly appointed Chief 
Justice. DJ 

matters affecting the eviction as 
set out in the section. In order to 
ensure that such a report has 
been requested timeously, the 
plaintiff/applicant in the case 
must, as soon as possible after 
the commencement of the action/ 
application, file a request, based 
on form 15, with the Court to 
request the report from the 
relevant probation officer. In 
such request, the particulars of 
the parties and/or their represen
tatives, if any, must be furnished 
to enable the probation officer to 
contact them. 
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