
GCBNEWS 


• 	 4 July 2001: Announcement re Pi us 
Langa Scholarship 2002 to Ms Kamesh
ni Pillay. 

• 	 30 July 2001: Following 56th AGM in 
the Northern Cape. 

• 	 29 October 2001: Following special 
general meeting and election of nationa 
I executive. 

• 	 19 March 2002: Following National 
Executive meeting at Intundla adopting, 
inter alia, GCB Vuk'uzenzele. 

• 	 14 June 2002: Following arrest and 
detention of chairman and secretary of 
Zimbabwe Law Society. 

• 	 28 June 2002: Re World Bar Conference: 
Edinburgh: 27-29 June 2002. 

The GCe secretariat and 
the committees 

I again pay tribute to the GCB's highly 
efficient secretariat: its administrative offi
cer, Elize van den Heever, and her collea
gues Marietjie Bohme and Susan Molefe. 
The interests of all of us across the country 
are served on a national basis by the 
unremitting work of this small team. We 
salute you - not least for dealing with an 
exasperating group of practitioners sole 
distracted by the demands of their practices. 

We owe much, too, to all our committees, 
tribunals and individuals who have given so 
much of their time to the cause of advocates. 
I would particularly also like to mention 
those judges who have given their time to 

Gce goes to The Hague and 
Dublin 
A t the end of May, the GCB chairman 
1-\ spent four days attending two 
important international meetings. 

The first was a meeting of the Steering 
Committee for the formation of a Bar for 
the International Criminal Court. More 
than the requisite minimum of sixty 
nations have now signed the Treaty of 
Rome for the creation of the International 
Criminal Court (the United States main
taining its strong opposition). The ICC is 
accordingly set to become a reality by July 
2003. 

Experience in the International Crim
inal Tribunals for Rwanda and Yugosla
via strongly indicates the need for a body 
to represent and protect the interests of 
practitioners before the ICe. Thus un
fortunate situations have arisen before 
the ICTR and ICTY in terms of which 
members of the tribunals have issued 
directions in conflict with ethical require
ments of practitioners from particular 
Bars, while administrative measures have 

assist with advocacy training and in mod
erating our National Bar examinations. 

I am particularly grateful to the deputy 
chairman of the GCB, Willem van der 
Linde, for taking over a number of burdens 
from me and for acting as chairman on a 
number ofoccasions in my absence from the 
country. 

Advocate 
The editorial committee of Advocate now 
comprises Willem van der Linde SC; Izak 
Smuts SC; Pingla Hemraj SC; Eduard 
Fagan and Frank Snyckers. 

We continue to strive for better writing, 
coverage of pressing issues, and news and 
views of interest to colleagues. Hennie 
Mellet continues to lead, guide and edit us 
- but your efforts are what it takes. If you 
criticise, contribute. If you contribute, 
please criticise. 

Envoi 

This is my third and final annual report as 
chairman. 

I have had the honour (and affliction) of 
two successive terms as chairman of the 
Cape Bar Council followed by three succes
sive terms as chairman of the GCB. These 
have been difficult times. I am very grateful 
to all those who have given their support, 
offering so much of themselves, over this 

been imposed by the registries of the two 
tribunals upon practitioners. 

The gathering was funded by the Ne
derlandse Orde van Advocaten, which 
celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. 
The working sessions were held in the 
symbolically appropriate Peace Palace in 
The Hague. 

The second meeting (which followed 
immediately) was that of the Council of 
the International Bar Associatidfl in Du
blin. The IBA is currently involved in an 
important internal restructuring pro
gramme to make it more effective and 
focussed. Debates related largely to that 
topic, also to support for the development 
of a code of ethics for the ICC, and human 
rights activities of the IBA in trouble spots 
of the world. 

A meeting of the Forum for Barristers 
and Advocates of the IBA took place. This 
has been chaired by Frank Clarke SC 
(Ireland) and MaIcolm Wallis SC (South 
Africa). Discussions related to the need for 
the exchange of information in relation to 
common problems, particularly those cur
rently relating to attacks by regulatory 

time. They know who they are; I thank them 
profoundly. 

I am also grateful to the chief justice, 
the Acting President of the Supreme 
Court of Appeal, the Minister of Justice 
and Constitutional Development, the di
rector-general and staff of the Department 
of Justice, the friends and adversaries in 
the LSSA, the colleagues in AFT, BLA 
and Nadel. 

The cause is common: an independent 
profession, as an essential requirement for 
independent courts, themselves the linchpin 
of a constitutional democracy. 

We may irk each other and at times grow 
tired , but we really cannot compromise on 
this. 

I have a sense of able colleagues all 
around who will take up the challenge and 
move forward with new energy and com
mitment. We are hardly the first to strive in 
difficult times to strengthen the legal profes
sion and its role in society. 

DJ. Opperman said it 111 Negester en 
Stedeling: 

'Watter kaart of watter stel sal ek jou wys 
Om veilig deur die grysland heen te reis? 
Onthou altyd 
aan jou dade grens 'n ewigheid 
gee sin aan voorgeslagte deur die eeue 
heen .. . ' 

agencies in different countries on the Bar 
and its response. Final planning was also 
discussed for the World Bar Conference in 
Edinburgh at the end of June. 

South Africa is represented on the IBA 
Council by Iqbal Gani (chair of the Law 
Society of KwaZulu-Natal) and Jeremy 
Gauntlett SC (as chair of the GCB). A 
pleasing development was that in the 
elections for the IBA Executive, an experi
enced and committed IBA participant, 
Sam Okudzeto of Ghana, was elected to 
the secretaryship. 

Emilio Cardenas of Argentina has been 
elected to the presidency of the IBA, and 
Frances Neate (United Kingdom) as vice
chair. 

It was apparent from the council meet
ing that the IBA is in an improved 
administrative and financial condition, 
and that it is vigorously engaged in 
important initiatives directed at training 
of young lawyers, human rights work 
(notably in Zimbabwe), and in serving the 
interests of lawyers generally. 

CD 
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