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11
he Johannesburg Bar was 100 years old on 7 June 

2002. Various formal and social events will take place 
during the course of this year in celebration of the Bar's 
centenary. At a cocktail held on 6 June in 

celebration of the Bar's centenary, the chairman of the 
Johannesburg Bar, Altus Joubert SC, welcomed Acting Judge 
President HCJ Flemming and many other judges who attended 
the function. He proposed a toast in which he said: 'Tomorrow 
the Johannesburg Bar will be 100 years old. On 7 June 1902 (a 
week after the Anglo-Boer War had ended) 25 advocates 
adopted the constitution of the Order of Advocates of the 
Transvaal at a meeting held in the library of the Pretoria high 
court. The first to sign the roll of members was Richard 
Solomon, a former member of the English Bar and a former 
attorney-general of the Cape. This roll was signed by new 

members joining our society up until 1995, when due to wear 
and tear, a new roll was opened. To commemorate this 
occasion, another new roll will be opened to enable all 
members of the Bar, as at 7 June 2002, to sign afresh. I am 
hoping to get hold of Peter Solomon to sign first , and to sign 
tomorrow, for he is a relation of the first signatory 100 years 
ago. Thereafter the roll will be circulated to all members in the 
weeks to come. 

The Johannesburg Bar is by far the biggest Bar in the 
country. We now have a membership of 604. Some 30% of all 
the associated advocates practising in South Africa are 
members of our Bar. The Johannesburg Bar has a proud 
tradition. It has, for many years, been feted in this country and 
beyond for its fearless independence and for the high calibre of 
counsel and judges it has produced. May it long continue.'OJ 

Roll of members of the Johannesburg Bar 
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A copy of the original first page of the roll of members of the Johannesburg Bar. The first to sign the roll was 
Richard Solomon, who was later appointed leader ofthe legislative assembly and attorney general. He also became 
South Africa's first High Commissioner in London ajier Union, and was awarded several British orders of 
knighthood. It is interesting to note that the signature ofGen JC Smuts also appears on thefirst page ofthe roll. He 
joined the Johannesburg Bar afortnight after it was established, within a month after lay ing down arms and being a 
signatory to the peace accord of Vereeniging. 
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