
JOHANNESBURG 100 

A growing Bar 

In the 70's and 80's, the numbers of 
Johannesburg advocates increased as 
did the prosperity of the Bar. By 1979 
the number of Johannesburg advocates 
was about 250 and although another 
two floors in Innes Chambers had been 
taken over by the Bar, the accommoda
tion was insufficient. Chambers were 
acquired in National Board House on 
the opposite corner from Innes Cham
bers in Pritchard Street, subsequently to 
be renamed Schreiner Chambers. 

It became necessary for a permanent 
secretariat to be formed to manage the 
affairs of the Bar. The library was also 
expanded so that by the year 2000 in 
addition to the South African material it 
included most of the English, Irish, 
Scottish, Australian, New Zealand and 
Canadian law reports as well as the 
English specialist reports. In about 1981 
a professional legal librarian in the 

Letter to the editor 

An offer to newly-qualified 
advocates: Ditch the bursary 
and get your name in print! 

Mark Stranex, Durban Bar 

T
here is a lot to be said for the 
new bursary scheme being 
introduced to encourage 
young black advocates to stay 

at the Bar. But I think that both Bar 
Councils and young black advocates are 
clever enough to know that throwing 
money at a problem does not always 
successfully solve the problem. It is a 
good solution to an overdraft problem, 
but is it a solution to the dearth of young 
black advocates at the Bar? 

We need to be sure that a bursary does 
not simply defer an ultimate exit from a 
Bar which has become a little bit poorer 
and contributed nothing but the kudos 
of a bursary award to an advocate 
snapped up by the demands of commer

person of the late Mrs Jaspan was 
appointed librarian. In 1983 she was 
succeeded by Mrs Davis also a qualified 
legal librarian. Such excellence as the 
Johannesburg Bar aspires to is largely 
due to Mrs Davis and her assistants. 

In the year 1996 the society entered 
into a lease ofArbitration House and the 
exodus of advocates to the north began. 
Looking back the movement of Johan
nesburg advocates to Sandton must be 
seen as having been inevitable, given the 
relocation of big business, the Stock 
Exchange and large attorneys' firms to 
the North. What difference this will 
make to the ethos of the Bar remains 
to be seen. 

Nevertheless, a number of us - about 
90 - still remain in Innes Chambers and 
lately we have negotiated leases with the 
landlord at market related rentals. Three 
floors of Innes Chambers are presently 
occupied, one by the Bridge Group of 
which I am a member. As its name 

cial employers. To stay at the Bar, what 
an advocate needs is a brief, not a 
bursary. 

What factors decide whether this or 
that advocate receives a brief requiring 
their services to commerce is probably 
indeterminable. I doubt whether the 
award of a bursary helps one iota. What 
probably helps more is being able to give 
an instructing attorney convincing evi
dence that he or she can take you 
seriously. The instructing attorney is 
more likely to do so if he or she knows 
that the advocate regularly scrutinises 
the law reports in order to keep up to 
date with the latest law. 

I began the publication Current Com
mercial Cases in my first year as an 
advocate, in days when bursaries for 
advocates were more or less unheard of, 
and when being white didn't help one 
iota in getting a brief. (If anyone wants 
proof of that, I'd be willing to exhibit my 
fees for my first year at the Bar.) I am 
willing to incorporate for publication in 
this commercial law series which I 
continue to write and edit, Current 

betokens our group has members both 
in the city and at Sandton. 

Most of the advocates at Innes are 
juniors recently arrived at the Bar but 
there are several silks of the same mind 
as Stallard KC, who thought that one 
move in a lifetime at the Bar was 
excessive. 

As for the library - it had to be 
divided between the city and the Sand
ton node, so that for those of us 
remaining in the city much of the foreign 
material is no longer as easily accessible 
as it used to be. Come to think of it, it is 
pretty much as it used to be at His 
Majesty's Building, augmented however 
by 40 years of law reports and journals. 

A common room? One will presently 
be established on the fifth floor of Innes 
where light refreshments will be avail
able. Soon, I expect we shall have a 
meeting at which it will be proposed that 
lunch be served there as well. 

co 

Commercial Cases, any coherent sum
mary produced in the style of this 
publication and forwarded to me by 
any advocate who is a member of one of 
the constituent Bars of the GCB. The 
advocate will have his or her name 
prominently displayed alongside the 
summary so forwarded, together with 
his location in the country. There will 
also be a small royalty payment. By 
publishing such summaries, the advo
cate ought to expect some recognition of 
his worth as a lawyer, ie that he or she 
can be taken seriously. As this publica
tion is widely read by attorneys, hope
fully, in due course, the advocate can 
also expect a brief. 

Briefs aside, for the writer the purpose 
of publishing the law is more important: 
it is to ensure, for your own sake, that 
you know the law, that when it comes to 
the crunch of having to address a live 
legal problem you can articulate a useful 
and sensible response. So that people can 
take you seriously. They will not neces
sarily do that if you tell them you were 
awarded a bursary. CO 
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