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W Bowler, Durban Bar 

Acting appointments 

T. he following are the lat

est acting appointments: 


2001: 

September: S Ngubane, JC 

Booyens SC, G van Niekerk 

SC, A van Zyl SC, 

R Griffiths Se. 

October: KM Lalbahadur, 

AB Mahomed SC, GN Kru

ger, MD Southwood Se. 

November/December: C Tho

mas, AB Mahomed SC, M D 

Southwood SC, ND Hollis, 

GD Harpur SC, JNM Poswa 

Se. 

2002: 

April: JA Ploos van Amstel 

SC, A van Zyl Se. 

May: JE Hewitt SC, LCA 

Winchester SC, AK Kissoon 

Singh. 

June: FG Richings Se, RAK 

Vahed SC, LCA Winchester 

Se. 


Pupillage 
Twelve pupils sat the Bar 
examinations in November 
2001 - eight in Durban and 
four in Pietermaritzburg. The 
following pupils passed in 
Durban: Narisha Bhagwand
een, Deon Gerber, Nalini 
Govender, Thulani Khuz
wayo, and Eshindren Pillay. 
Susan le Roux passed in 
Pietermari tzburg. 

Fourteen pupils sat the Bar 
Examinations in May 2002. 
We wish them luck as they 
enter the profession. 

Comings and goings 
We bid farewell to P Haas

broek, P Smith, C van Rens

burg, D Govender and W 

Bezuidenhout. 

Welcome to A Gengan. 


AGM 
The AGM will be held on 
31 August 2002. 

Sporting events 
The KwaZulu-Natal Society 
of Advocates entered a num
ber of running and walking 
teams for the JHljKPMG 
Business Relay The first run
ning and walking teams ob
tained silver medals. The 
occasion was a successful 
social event and was enjoyed 
by all members who partici
pated. 

New silks 
Congratulations to AJ RaIl 
and G Schel tema. 

A J RaU se 
Adrian John RaIl was born in 
Durban on 26 February 
1954. Completed his junior 
education in Pieter
maritzburg; matriculated at 
Maritzburg College, 1971. 
BA (1974) LLB (1976) Stel
lenbosch; HDip Tax (1995) 
Natal. State prosecutor and 
state advocate 1979-1980. 
Articled clerk and attorney 
1982-1984. Member of Pie
termaritzburg Bar (1985 to 
date). Member of KwaZulu
Natal Bar Council. Interests 
include road running (com
pleted one Comrades Mara
thon), red wine, gardening 
(indigenous trees and plants). 
Married to Michelle, with 
two children. 

No information at the time 
of writing received from 
Scheltema Se. 

Grahamstown 

Contributed by Izak 
Smuts SC 

Members 

T here have been no 
changes in membership 

of the Grahamstown Bar this 
year. Grahamstown again 
hosted the Eastern Cape Ad
vocacy Training Commit
tee's training week for ten 
pupils from Umtata, Bisho 
and Port Elizabeth. Partici

pating in the programme as 
trainers for the first time were 
Judge Frank Kroon, Neil 
Schoeman and Torquil Pa
terson. 

Bench 
No members have served as 
acting judges this year. 

Our former chairman, now 
Judge Jimmy van Rensburg, 
has been given leave by the 
Minister of Justice to take 
early retirement, and leaves 
the Bench after twenty years 
in the middle of this year. He 
is one of a diminishing group 
ofjudges of the Eastern Cape 
appointed from the ranks of 
the Bar. The last of our 
members to be appointed to 
the Bench was Judge Lex 
Mpati, now of the Supreme 
Court of Appeal, who has 
served on the bench since 
1996. 

Silk 
There is a deathly silence in 
response to an October 2001 
silk application. The time 
may have come for serious 
consideration of claiming 
the institution of silk for 
the profession, and to make 
it dependent solely upon the 
principle of peer recogni
tion. 

Court building 
The scurry of architects, en
gineers and quantity sur
veyors which manifested 
itself in the high court build
ing last year with promises of 
essential maintenance and 
improvement has come to 
nothing, except for some 
ham-fisted fitting of air-con
ditioners to judicial cham
bers. The air-conditioner in 
Civil Court B, which has been 
dormant for 18 months, 
breathed into life for 25 
seconds, sufficiently long to 
send a cloud of dust down 
upon Pickering J, and then 
again fell silent. We live in 
hope. 

North West 
Bar 

Contributed by John 
Stander 

O ur news is a bit late 
simply because the 

Bar's scribe went "walk
about" in the Kamberg, 
hunting for trout. The seren
ity of the Drakensburg and 
the pursuit of the quarry 
caused him to forget all about 
his practice, Ninety Seventh 
Day Adventists, the Legal 
Practice Bill, and the like. 

Anyway... 
Our new Bar council is Henry 
Lever SC (chair), Cecile 
Zwiggelaar (deputy chair) 
and Nadia Gutta (secretary). 
Johan Pis tor has returned to 
chambers after acting in our 
division during the first term. 

A farewell tea was held for 
Judge JAM Khumalo who 
retired at the end of 2001. 
"Oom Jam" now divides his 
time between his passion for 
music and his studies for a 
degree in medical science. 

Our Bar has, in view of the 
uncertainties which has aris
en in the light of the LPB, 
passed several resolutions. 
And now I am off to catch 
my trout. 

PS: The Kamberg nymph 
was exceptionally good! 

Cape 

Contributed by Patsi 
Weyer 

Bar Council 
A t the recently convened 
1-\ 91 st annual general 
meeting of the Cape Bar held 
on 23 April 2002 the follow
ing members were elected to 
the council: 
MA Albertus SC, NJ Treur
nicht SC, AM de Swardt SC, 

Advocate August 2002 14 

user
Rectangle

user
Rectangle



• • 

RC Hiemstra SC, OL Rogers 
SC, RT Williams, I Jamie, 
AR Sholto-Douglas, R Jaga, 
T Dicker, A Schi ppers, N 
Bawa (assistant-secretary/ 
treasurer), TJ Golden. and 
MW Janisch (secretary). 

Anwar Albertus was 
elected chairman at the first 
meeting of the new council. 

Judges 
Thefollowingpersons,includ
ing members of the Cape Bar, 
were appointed as acting 
judges in this division for the 
second term: Denzil Potgieter, 
Donald Jacobs, Cecile Wil
liams, and attorney Theo 
Jooste. 

Only one of the vacancies 
on the Cape Bench was filled 
with the welcome appoint
ment ofProfHJ Erasmus as a 
judge of this division. The 
Cape Bar is also proud to 
congratulate Judge JH Con
radie, a former member of 
the Johannesburg Bar, as a 
permanent judge of the Su
preme Court of Appeal with 
effect from I June. Judge 
Conradie joins a number of 
his fellow Cape colleagues at 
the Supreme Court of Ap
peal, including Judges W 
Vivier, CT Howie, RM Mar
ais, DG Scott, F Brand, and I 
Farlam. 

Other judges of this division 
who continue to perform in
teresting tasks outside of those 
normally demanded of our 
judges, include Comrie J, who 
issittingon the Labour Appeal 
Court at present, Judge Desai 
who heads the Desai commis
sion of enquiry into alleged 
irregularities at provincial 
government level, and retired 
Deputy-Judge President 11 
Fagan who continues as In
specting Judge of Prisons. 

Pupillage 
The running of the pupil

lage system continues to 
draw heavily on the time 
and energies of members of 

the Bar, as well as its admin
istrative staff. Members con
tinue to offer their services as 
pupil masters and the prac
tical advocacy training pro
gramme under the leadership 
of Jannie van der Merwe 
continues to operate success
fully with the assistance of a 
number of colleagues and 
judges who take part in train
ing sessions as advocacy trai
ners. At present there are 21 
pupils doing pupillage at the 
Cape Bar and at the time of 
going to press the written 
portion of the National Bar 
Examinations has been com
pleted, but the orals are still 
to be held and the results are 
accordingly not yet available. 

Regarding the future of 
pupillage, it was noted by 
the chairperson of the Pupil
lage Advocacy Training Pro
gram, JA Newdigate SC, in 
the report presented by him 
at the annual general meeting 
of the Cape Bar Council, that 
the future of pupillage and its 
form is currently in a state of 
flux as the latest draft of the 
Legal Practice Bill provides 
for pupillage of one year and 
certification that pupils have 
attained an adequate level of 
competence Ill, inter alia, 
effective communication in 
the performance of their du
ties and the application of 
practical aspects of advo
cacy. These requirements will 
necessarily place greater em
phasis on practical advocacy 
training and he has urged 
members of the Cape Bar to 
make themselves available 
for training in the future in 
order to assist pupils in that 
regard. He notes further that 
it will be necessary to amend 
the existing approach to pu
pillage in other respects if the 
proposed draft bill is enacted. 
He highlights that the Bill 
envisages that a pupil will 
under certain circumstances 
obtain a right to appear in the 
high court after six months of 

pupillage under the general 
supervision of his or her 
master and that the master 
concerned will be accounta
ble to the court with regard to 
the appearance of a pupil. At 
the National Bar Examina
tion Board meeting convened 
in March of this year, the 
meeting highlighted the fact 
that there are still a number 
of practical issues that will 
have to be addressed in the 
near future. The outcome will 
impact directly upon the way 
in which masters discharge 
their functions under the new 
dispensa tion and therefore be 
of importance to all members 
of the Bar. 

It can be added that the 
training of pupil advocates is 
and will undoubtedly always 
remain an important aspect 
of our profession, as the 
quality and experience of 
advocacy trainers and pupils 
masters is vital to ensuring 
the competence and general 
quality of new practitioners 
entering our profession. 

We remember ... 
Trevor Edward Bluff (4 Sep
tember 1967 - 8 March 2002) 

Trevor Bluff died in a tragic 
motorbike accident while re
turning to Cape Town from a 
circuit court trial in George. 
He had an incisive and bril
liant mind and in his rela
tively short time at the Cape 
Bar - since 1999 - earned the 
deep respect of those who 
worked with him. Through 
his quiet, understated man
ner, he was always available 
to assist his colleagues with 
advice and share his insight. 
Trevor set an unwavenng 
example of impeccable dec
orum, propriety and scrupu
lous ethics. He provided his 
peers with the challenge of 
trying to be as good an 
advocate as him. Trevor will 
be missed by his colleagues 
and those privileged to have 
been his friend. 
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Butterworths 
A Member of the lexisNexis Group 

Burman 
Legal Library Service 

Burmans is a division of Butterworths 

Services: 

• 	 We offer a fixed monthly 
service or a sporadic 
service (as and when you 
need it) 

• 	 Updating of all your loose 
-leaf pUblications 
(Bufferworths and Juta 
publications) 

• 	 Weekly annotating of 
statutes 

• 	 Filing of statute service 
issues on an annual basis 

• 	 Annotation of statutes with 
the Government Gazettes 
on a monthly basis 

• 	 S~ified annotation service 
ot the South African Law 
Reports (1947-2001 plus 
updates) 

• 	 Control checks 
• 	 Help with your research 

gueries 
• 	 Bills of Parliament Service 
• 	 Publication - assignment of 

laws to the province 
• 	 Publication - current 

provincial legislative service 

Contact: 
CAPE TOWN HEAD OFFICE 

Andre Vosloo 
Tel : (021) 555 8900 

JOHANNESBURG 
Diana Cumming 

Tel : (011)784 8009 
PRETORIA 

Zandra Patrys 
Tel: 083 530 3609 

BLOEMFONTEIN 
Christa Kruger 

Tel : 083 356 1406 
PORT ELIZABETH 

Ina Dunston 
0828473130 

•A Member of the lexisNexis Group 
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