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Enriching skills at Westdean 

Hoosen Gani, KwaZulu Natal Bar, Pietermaritzburg 

Pirant barristers in England 
are required to complete a~ course regulated by the Bar 

of England and Wales, 
known as the Bar Vocational Course 
(BVC), as a final academic requirement, 
at one of the approved schools of law or 
' inns' as they are traditionally termed . 
They must thereafter apply for pupillage 
and await one of the established groups 
of chambers to accept them as pupils. 
Once pupillage has been successfully 
completed, the pupil may then apply 
for chambers or 'tenancy' at one of the 
groups of chambers and may only 
commence practice once a set of cham
bers has agreed to accept the pupil as 
part of the chambers concerned. Barris
ters that have commenced practice are 
required to undergo continuous train
ing, which involves participating in 
training programs and weekends ar
ranged by one of the inns. 

I learned of these and other interesting 
characteristics of the English system 
whilst recently participating in a train
ing program arranged by Gray's Inn, 
one of the established schools of law in 
central London, held at Westdean 
College, south of London. Every so 
often, the General Council of the Bar 
of South Africa (GCB) is invited by 
Gray's Inn to send over to England a few 
of our practising advocates to partici
pate in such weekend training programs. 
In May 2003, the GCB selected four 
practising advocates to travel to England 
to participate in the Westdean weekend 
training program. These included my
self, Graham Lopes SC (Durban Bar), 
Schalk Burger SC (Cape Bar) - see also 
his letter on page 4 of this issue - and 
Nana Makhabula (Pretoria Bar). 

Westdean College, a college of the 
arts, is situated close to the historic city 
of Chichester, south of London. The 
college building very much resembles an 
old castle, the inside decor reinforcing 
Westdean's commitment to the arts. The 
college grounds are a picturesque com
bination of well maintained spaces of 
trees and lawns. 

The participants at the program 
included members of the English 
Bench, including Lord Justice John 
Mummery (who has generated many a 
reportable judgment in the All England 
Law Reports), Justice Gregory Grigson 
and a number of Queen's Counsel and 
other practising barristers and solicitors, 
all of whom acted as trainers. The 
trainees comprised twenty or so junior 
practising barristers from a number of 
English cities. 

The program commenced on the 
evening of Friday, 16 May 2003, with 
an introductory lecture on ethics. The 
sessions proper were conducted during 
the Saturday and Sunday. Participants 
were divided into groups consisting of six 
trainees, two trainers (practising barris
ters), a judge and a practising solicitor. 

The focus of the sessions were 
essentially the following: 
- To ensure that participants developed 

an understanding and commitment to 
the ethical rules applicable to the 
profession. Various scenarios were 
presented to participants who were 
then required to identify their ethical 
responsibility in each of the circum
stances concerned. 

- To develop advocacy skills, including 

the drafting of 'skeleton arguments' 
(the equivalent of our Heads of 
Argument), the application of autho
rities and the development of legal 
argument, and the proper presenta
tion of oral argument. 

- Every participant was presented in 
advance with papers in respect of 
four matters and required to prepare 
and submit skeleton arguments a week 
prior to the program commencing. 
Each of the cases involved a different 
branch of law, including employment 
law, interdicts and an appeal in respect 
of the immunity of expert witnesses. 

- The written arguments submitted by 
participants were examined and as
sessed during the sessions. Partici
pants were thereafter required to 
present their arguments in respect of 
each of the cases, which were presided 
over by the participating judge in the 
group concerned. The presentation 
skills of each participant was there
after assessed. 

The weekend came to a close with all 
participants being coached back to 
Gray's Inn on Sunday evening. Every 
participant on the program was a 
practising lawyer at some level , some of 
them for many years. Yet none of the 
participants, trainees and trainers alike, 
can dispute that their skills have been 
enriched during the program. As far as 
the South African contingent is con
cerned, each of us is well able to say that 
ours have been. CD 

At Westdean 

Participants in the Bar Vocational Course at Westdean College,from leji to right: Lee 
Evans, Bar ofEngland and Wales , Hoosen Gani and Graham Lopes SC, of the Durban 
Bar, Nana Makhabula , Pretoria Bar, and Schalk Burger Se, Cape Bar. 
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