
GCB NEWS 

World Conference 
in Cape Town 

T
he Forum for Barristers and 
Advocates of the IBA (the 
Forum) is to hold its second 
world conference in Cape 

Town from 11 to 13 April 2004. 
The Forum is a specialist body within 

the IBA comprising the world's 20 000 
referral practitioners. Its membership 
includes: the Bar of England and 
Wales, the Australian Bar Association, 
the Bar of Ireland, the Bar of Northern 
Ireland, the Hong Kong Bar, the 
Faculty of Advocates of Scotland, the 
Namibian Bar, the General Council of 
the Bar of South Africa, and the 
Zimbabwe Bar. Its focus falls on 
matters particularly important to the 
Bar world-wide: dealing with regulatory 
issues, better training for the profession, 
and strengthening the independent Bar 
as essential to an independent Bench. 

The Forum has this year spoken out 
on breaches of the rule of law in 
Zimbabwe and Swaziland, reported 
inter alia to the UN Special Rapporteur 
on the Independence of Judges and 
Lawyers, arranged for retired Judges of 
Appeal Gerald Friedman and John 
Smalberger to act as independent inter
national observers of high court and 
supreme court proceedings in Zim
babwe, and raised funds both for that 
purpose and for the defence of two high 
court judges on trial in Harare. 

The current co-chairs are Glenn 
Martin QC (Australia) and Roy Martin 
QC (Scotland). 

A very successful first conference was 
held at Edinburgh in July 2002, follow
ing which Jeremy Gauntlett SC was 
asked to act as convenor for the next 
conference. In liaison with the Bar 
Council an organising committee has 
been constituted. It will be the first time 
the South African Bar hosts an inter
national gathering. 

TopiCS 
The secretary-general of the United 
Nations, Kofi Annan, has been asked 
to deliver the opening address on law 
and war in the new world order. A 
debate between Lord Goldsmith QC 
(Attorney-General for England and 
Wales, who advised the Blair govern
ment on the legality of the coalition 
strike in Iraq), and retiring Constitu
tional Court Judge Richard Goldstone 
(who has condemned the invasion as 
contrary to international law) is sched
uled. A panel discussion on the thorny 
issue (given the Treatment Action 
Campaign's joust with the South Afri
can government) of socio-economic 
rights and the limits of government is 
also planned (including Chief Justice 
Beverley McLachlin of Canada and 
Judge Edwin Cameron). Other topics 
include latest trends in e-Iaw, and a 
discussion (Deputy Chief Justice Pius 
Langa, Sir Sydney Kentridge QC and 
George Bizos SC) of the Bar's road from 
Sharpeville to the TRC. The business of 
the Forum - dealing with competition 
commissions world-wide, human rights 
issues and new methods in advocacy 
training - will also receive attention. 

The conference is intended to close 
with a visit to Robben Island, with 
recollections and reflections by Justice 
Dikgang M oseneke (who at the age of 16 
was sentenced to eight years' imprison
ment on the Island). 

Social events 
The conference follows immediately on 
the Easter weekend (and the North Sea 
Jazz Festival also in Cape Town) next 
year. It takes place almost to the week 
South Africa celebrates its first decade of 
democracy under law. Social events will 
include an opening party surrounded by 
other bottom-feeders and predators (at 
the Aquarium), a gala dinner at the new 
international convention centre, and 
conference activities at the Table Bay 
Hotel at the Waterfront. Put it in your 
diary, tell your partner, make a commit
ment now - and watch this space! CD 
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Burman 
Legal Library Service 

Burmans is a division of LexisNexis Butterworths 

Services: 

• 	 Fixed monthly service or as 
and when you need it 

• 	 Updating of all your loose
leaf publications (LexisNexis 
Butterworths and Juta) 

• 	 Weekly annotating of 
statutes 

• 	 Filing of statute service 
issues on an annual basis 

• 	 Annotation of statutes with 
the Government Gazettes 
on a monthly basis 

• 	 Specified annotation service 
of the South African Law 
Reports (1947-2002 plus 
updates) 

• 	 Control checks 
• 	 Help with your research 

queries 
• 	 Bills of Parliament Service 
• 	 Publication - assignment of 

laws to the province 
• 	 Publication - current 

provincial legislative service 

Contact: 
CAPE TOWN HEAD OFFICE 

Andre Vaslaa 
Tel : (021 ) 555 8900 

JOHANNESBURG 
Diana Cumming 

Tel: (011) 784 8009 

PRETORIA 
Zandra Patrys 

Tel: 083 530 3609 

BLOEMFONTEIN 
Christa Kruger 

Tel : 083 356 1406 

PORT ELIZABETH 
Ina Dunstan 

0828473130 

TM LexisNexis™ 
Butterworths 

August 2003 Advocate 13 


