
LAB now has a new chairperson, Judge 
Dunston Mlambo, and a new chief 
executive officer, Vidhu Vedalankar. 
They are clearly enthusiastic and dedi
cated to ensure Justice for all' - the logo 
of the LAB. 

The successes of the LAB include: 
• 	 The highly effective pilot high court 

unit implemented in Johannesburg 
with a proposed roll-out of thirteen 
further high court units. 

• 	 Its various justice centres, tabulated in 
its Annual Report 2002 (see page 14): 
As can be seen from these results, each 
salaried employee on average handled 
28 cases per month. The Legal Aid 
Board has also placed emphasis on the 
training of its personnel. For example, 
all justice centre executives attended a 
training programme on administra
tive law which was presented by the 
Justice College with the support of 
GTZ. 
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IAASA not supported 
The council meeting of the IBA was held 
on 31 May at the Radisson Hotel. The 
major business of the gathering was the 
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• 	 Furthermore, in order to open up 
channels of communications the LAB 
has created a stakeholders' forum 
where the Law Society, Bars, mem
bers of the GCB, and others are 
represented and can ventilate press
ing issues. Attractive brochures ad
vertising the Legal Aid Guide have 
also been distributed among practi 
tioners and the public, thus drawing 
its provisions to their attention. 

• 	 The LAB has also established a 
special impact litigation fund, and is 
representing applicants in three high 
profile cases: the Macassar Com
munity v AECI, the Vanderbijlpark 
community v Iscor and victims of the 
Ellis Park soccer stadium disaster. 

• 	 The justice centres have done sterling 
work. For instance, the Potchefst
room Legal Centre made every possi
ble effort to endeavour to ensure that 

restructuring of the IBA and a number of 
technical constitutional amendments. A 
report of the Credentials Committee 
delivered to the council at this meeting 
reflected that an application by the 
Independent Association of Advocates 
of South Africa (IAASA) to be admitted 
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I 200 people in Tshing had a roof over 
their heads by Christmas 2002. The 
Roodepoort Justice Centre succeeded in 
rescinding a judgment evicting a family 
from a property which was subsequently 
demolished. The centre approached the 
high court in order to obtain compensa
tion for the family. The Soweto Justice 
Centre resolved a matter where minor 
boys had been held in detention for more 
than six weeks; the boys have now been 
referred to a diversion programme where 
they will be taught life skills such as anger 
management and respect for life. The 
Benoni Justice Centre assisted two 
orphans in finalising the estate of their 
dead father. 

The LAB faces a difficult task. It is 
accountable to those who cannot defend 
themselves. The photographs included 
in the LAB's Annual Report depicting 
the poor, children and the elderly, 
capture the face of our history. o:l 

to the IBA as a sustaining member was 
not supported. 
In all it is considered that the participa
tion of the GCB in the IBA, in particular 
in the FBA, has been and will continue to 

be of considerable benefit to the profes
sion in South Africa. o:l 

Joint public statement by management 
committee of LSSA and executive 
committee of GCB 

Pursuant to the meeting of the LSSA and the GCB in 
East London on 8 March 2003, and resolutions taken 

there, representatives of these organisations met again in 
Pretoria on 17 May 2003 . 

The purpose of the meeting was to commence the work 
and define the future programme of four standing sub
committees which have been appointed to deal with issues 
affecting the administration of justice generally and the 
legal profession in particular. 

In particular, the Legal Practice Bill sub-committee 
continued its work on attempting to resolve differences 
between the GCB and the LSSA concerning the proposed 
Legal Practice Bill. This sub-committee, and the other three 
sub-committees, will meet again on 21 June 2003 to 
assess progress. In the interim, the Legal Practice Bill 
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sub-committee has made specific proposals that are to be 
considered by the governing bodies of the GCB and LSSA 
respectively, before that date . 

At the meeting, the LSSA and the GCB re-affirmed 

• 	 their commitment to the rule of law, an independent 
judiciary, and access to justice for all; 

• 	 their conviction that an independent self-regulating legal 
profession is a necessary prerequisite for the promotion 

and protection of these values; 
• 	 their acceptance of the responsibility reposing in them as 

officers of the courts of South Africa; 
• 	 their commitment to ensuring proper training of legal 

practitioners, and the maintenance of appropriate 
mechanisms for the protection of the public to whom 
legal services are rendered. 

Note: After this statement was issued, a further meeting was 
to take place between the various sub-committees. This did 
in fact not place, and instead the GCB submitted to the 
minister a draft Legal Protector Bill, accompanied by an 
explanatory memorandum. The memorandum is published 
at page 39 of this issue. 
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