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Contributed by Wenda
/ynn Bow/er, Durban 

In general ... 
The KwaZulu-Natal Bar 
continues to grow steadily. 
We have had members leav
ing as well as new members 
joining us. We congratulate 
those of our members who 
have had new 'additions' to 
their families. 

We have also had four of 
our members taking silk and 
we congratulate them (see 
below). GN Kruger has been 
appointed as a judge in the 
Natal Provincial Division 
(see page 30 of this issue). 
We wish him all the best. 

Our soccer team is making 
great strides and we congra
tulate them on their victories 
thus far. 

The AGM is scheduled to 
be held during August. 

Assisting the 
judiciary 
Last year many of the junior 
members of the Bar assisted 
the judiciary in prosecuting 
appeals in the high court. A 
similar request has been 
received this year. We are 
confident that our junior 
mem bers will rise to the 
occasion again this year. 

New silks 

Graham Lopes SC 

Graham Lopes obtained 
the degrees of BComm 
(1978) and LLB (1980) at 
the University of Natal , 
and a Diploma in Mari
time Law (1988) at the 
University of Durban
Westville. After prosecut
ing In the magistrate's 
court and the high court 
in Pietermaritzburg, he 
started practice at the Dur
ban Bar on 5 July 1982. 

He has served on the 
KwaZulu-Natal Bar Coun
cil as secretary, treasurer 
and elected junior member 
for Durban. He has been 
involved in the Bar's advo
cacy training programme 
since its inception and 
served for ten years on the 
Durban Bar's pupillage 
committee. He has for the 
past six years served as oral 
examiner for the Motion 
Court and Civil Trials ex
amination in Durban, and 
now lectures pupils in 
Motion Court Practice and 
Procedure. He is a contri
butor to Amler's Precedents 
of Pleadings 5ed (Ad
miralty Claims) and is 
currently the AFSA con
venor in Durban. Graham 
took silk on 26 March 
2003 . He is married to 
Kathy and they have two 
sons. 

Stephen Mullins se 

Stephen Ronald Mullins ma
triculated at Pretoria Boys' 
High School in 1974, and 
obtained his LLB degree at 
UCT in 1982. He served 
articles and practised as an 
attorney until 1988 when he 
was admitted as an advocate. 
His practice is largely com
mercial and maritime. He 
spends his free time with his 
family and, occasionally (if 
unsuccessfully), fishing from 
his sea-kayak. He is married 
to Colleen and they have 
three daughters, Kirsten, 
Paige and Hannah. 

Jean Marais se 

Jean Marais grew up in White 
River, a small town in the 
heart of the Lowveld. He 
matriculated at Afrikaans 
Hoer Seunskool (Affies), Pre
toria, in 1975. He obtained a 
BA LLB at the University of 
Pretoria five years later. 

Jean is, or rather has been, 
a triathlete, with about eight 
Iron Man events under the 
belt (and has, in the distant 
past, represented Natal in the 
event). 

BAR NEWS 

His remaining keen inter
ests are spear fishing (in 
which he is still actively 
engaged) and aviation (with 
a pilot's licence, I 000 hours 
flying and multi-engine rat
ing). You might say that he 
took silk so that he could 
have more time to train, in 
order to thrash a few of the 
up-and-coming juniors in a 
cycling event or two. He is 
married to Andri , whom he 
met in matric. They have two 
children, Konrad and Dani
ka , aged ten and nine respec
tively. 

Wilfred Mkhize se 

Wilfred Muzikayise Mkhize 
matriculated at Dlangezwa 
High School in 1974. He 
obtained a B Proc Degree 
from the University of Zulu
land in 1978. After prosecut
ing he served articles and was 
admitted as an attorney in 
1983. In 1988 he completed 
his LLB degree part-time at 
the University of Zululand. 
In 1989 he was admitted as an 
advocate. In 1994 he was 
appointed as a presiding 
officer of the Agricultural 
Court of South Africa (ad 
hoc member). He was also 
appointed as a presiding 
officer in the Industrial 
Court of South Africa . In 
1995 he completed his LLM. 
In 2003 he took silk. 

He is a member of the 
Lutheran Church and parti
cipates\ in community pro
jects under the auspices of 
the church. He is married 
with three children. 
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BAR NEWS 

Cycle tour 

Natal Bar members who participated in the cycle tour through the Swartberg Pass (see 
the report in 2003 April Advocate 14) . From left to right: Peter Combrinck , John 
Pammenter SC, Judge P Combrinck, ex-Judge Broome, John Murray ( Mooney Ford 
& Partners) , Antonie Troskie and Bruce Bedderson. 

Johannesburg 

Contributed by Craig Watt-Pringle SC 

Farewell to Flemming DJP 

Deputy Judge President Fiemming at the 
farewell function of the Johannesburg 
Bar. 

In recognition of many years of 
dedicated service rendered by Judge 

HCJ Flemming to the Witwatersrand 
Local Division, both as judge and 
deputy judge president, until his retire
ment last year, the Johannesburg Bar 
Council held a dinner in his honour. In 

keeping with Judge Flemming's wishes, 
his farewell dinner was a relatively 
modest affair unaccompanied by fan
fare. The dinner was held at the home of 
Lotter Wepener SC, and attended by a 
number of judges, members of the Bar, 
and members of the Johannesburg Bar 
Council and their partners. Despite 
Judge Flemming's express 'instructions' 
to the contrary, there were speeches in 
his honour, by Fanie Cilliers SC and the 
current chairman of the Bar Council, 
Hilton Epstein Se. Despite perhaps 
being taken by surprise in this regard, 
Judge Flemming demonstrated his ad
vocacy skills of old, in reply. Judge 
Flemming was presented with a limited 
edition leather bound copy of The 
Johannesburg Bar: 100 Years in Pursuit 
ofExcellence and a painting by Pierre de 
Villiers which now has pride of place in 
his home. The Johannesburg Bar wishes 
Judge Flemming many years of good 
health and happiness in his retirement. 

Judicial and acting appoint
ments 
The Johannesburg Bar is proud of the 
most recent judicial appointments, in

volving former members of this Bar and 
judges of the Witwatersrand Local 
Division Bench. Judge Jonathan He
her's permanent appointment to the 
Supreme Court of Appeal was an
nounced on 10 April 2003 (see page 30 
of this issue), following hot on the heels 
of the permanent appointments to that 
court of Judges Tom Cloete and Carole 
Lewis, which were made on I January 
2003 (see 2003 April Advocate 26). We 
congratulate them and wish them well in 
their elevated positions. 

The following members of the Johan
nesburg Bar have acted in the WLD 
during the first and second terms of this 
year: Pandya se, Maleka SC, Slomo
witz SC, Pretorius SC, Sutherland SC, 
Van der Riet se, Wepener SC, 
Kuny SC, Beckerling SC, Cassim SC, 
Trengove SC, Marcus SC, Bashall SC, 
J P Coetzee SC, Selvan SC, Reyneke SC, 
Rosenberg SC, Meyer SC, Ruth Kuper 
SC, Weiner SC, Michael Kuper SC, 
Beasley SC, Fevrier SC, Bashall SC, 
Semenya SC, Wessels SC, Z F Joubert 
SC, E du Toit SC, Foulkes-Jones SC, 
Subel SC, Hoffman SC, Woodward SC, 
Horwitz SC, Richard Solomon se, 
Rubens SC, Fine se, Mogagabe, 
Burman se, Browde SC and Shake
novsky Se. 

Bar Council and 
transformation 

Immediately following the council elec
tions last year, several members elected 
to the Bar Council chose to resign en 
mass, leaving the Bar Council virtually 
all white, predominantly male and with 
few juniors. This action was based 
principally on the objection that, 
although the constitution of the society 
ensures black and female representivity 
on the Bar Council, voting patterns did 
not reflect adequate support for this 
form of transformation. 

Those who resigned from the Bar 
Council simultaneously expressed their 
continued support and willingness to 
work with the Bar Council , particularly 
on matters of transformation. A Trans
formation Committee was established 
following upon an indaba held on 
December last year, and that committee 
continues with its work in close co
operation with the Bar Council under 
leadership of the convener, lshmael 
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